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Background!!
!

In! 2003,! a! bog! body,! wearing! an! armring! was! discovered! in! a! peat! bog! from! the! townland! of!

Oldcroghan,!County!Offaly.!The!body!was! radiocarbon!dated!between!392!BC! to!201!BC! (Mulhall!

2008).!After!Oldcroghan!Man!was!removed!from!the!bog,!a!plan!for!the!conservation!treatment!of!

his!armring!was!devised.!!

!

!

Plate!I!Armring!on!Oldcroghan!Man.!

!

Oldcroghan!Man s!armring!was!made! from!waterlogged! leather,!strands!of! fibres!and! four!bronze!

mounts.!Plate! I.! The!decision! taken! to! remove! the! armring! from! the!body!was! considered! to!be!

essential! for!any!subsequent!analytical!and!conservation! treatment.!The! investigation!of! the!body!

with! Magnetic! Resonance! Imagery! could! not! be! undertaken! due! to! the! presence! of! the! bronze!

mounts
i
.! In!addition,! the! conservation! treatment!of! the!armring!was!best! controlled! if! conserved!

separately!from!the!body.!Since!the!armring!could!not!be!removed!as!a!continuous!piece,!it!was!cut!

underneath!mount!D!with!a!scalpel.!Plate!II.!

!

Plate!II.!!Armring!detail!with!mounts!A"D.!Courtesy!of!John!Murry,!National!Museum!of!Ireland!



Analysis!of!Armring!
!

At!the!National!Museum!of!Ireland,!the!construction!of!the! leather!ring!was! investigated!by!Louise!

Mumford
ii
! in! December! of! 2008.! According! to!Mumford,! the! ring!was!made! from! two! strips! of!

worked! leather! joined! together! through! a! series! of! small! slits.!
iii
! The! two! ends! of! the! ring!were!

secured!together!using!the!flattened,!end!portion!of!the!strips!and!a!piece!of!leather!threading!tied!

underneath.! Radiographic! analysis! of! the! armring! showed! a! continuation! of! the! braided! strand!

underneath!the!flattened!strip!of!leather.!Plate!III!

!

!

Plate!III!!Radiograph!of!!armring.!!

!

Intertwined! through! the!armring s! leather!braid!were! fibrous! strands,!possibly!used! to! secure! the!

braided!ends!together.!!Plate!IV.!

!

!

Plate!IV!Detail!of!fibrous!strands!on!armring.!!




