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Why Soldiers
Enlist
For hundreds of years, young Irish people
not much older than you have made the
decision to enlist in an army. You may make a
similar decision yourself in a few years, or you
may feel that this choice would not suit you.
Why would a person decide to enlist in the
army when there was a real risk of being killed
or wounded? You will get a chance to find out
by doing the activities in this book.

My Name:
1

Some of the reasons for enlisting (joining the army) were the
same from one historical period to another. But in each period,
there may also have been speciﬁc reasons that encouraged
young men to enlist. There are no right or wrong answers for
most of the questions in the activities – your task is to imagine
yourself as these soldiers from the past and to think about how
they felt and behaved.

'Introduction'
&

Stand in the introduction area for the exhibition and ﬁnd the soldier from the Irish Army in 1940.

Either read along as this soldier speaks or read what he says on this page.

ºI]ZlVn>add`Vi^i^hi]^h!>gZaVcY]VhVYjinidegdiZXi^ihZa[#>i»ha^`ZYZ
KVaZgVhVnh/Vaad[jh]VkZideaVndjgeVgiYjg^c\i]Z:bZg\ZcXn#7Za^ZkZ
bZ!>»bcdWdgchdaY^Zg¶_jhiVh`i]Zl^[Z!dgi]ZaVYhWVX`^ci]Zd[[^XZ
7ji>»b]ZgZ!VgZc»i>4>ci]ZWVggVX`h!igV^c^c\l^i]i]Zdi]Zgh#AZVgc^c\
]dlidh]ddi!VcYVaa#
>»bYd^c\bnW^i[dg>gZaVcY!`ZZe^c\]Zgdjid[i]ViWaddYnlVg#I]Vi=^iaZg!
]Z»hVcVhine^ZXZd[ldg`#6cY>Ydc»ilVcii]ZbCVo^hVcnl]ZgZcZVgbZ!
Wji!i]ZgZ»hcdXVjhZ^c\Zii^c\b^mZYje^chdbZdcZZahZ»h[^\]i#HdbZd[
i]Zdi]Zg[ZaaVh^ci]Zd[[^XZYdc»iV\gZZ¶V[Zld[i]Zb]VkZZkZc_d^cZYje
l^i]i]Z7g^ih#
7jii]^hZcYaZhhigV^c^c\]VhbZZm]VjhiZYVcYi]Zeddgl^[ZXVc]VgYan
bV`ZZcYhbZZidc&-h]^aa^c\hVlZZ`#L]Vil^i]i]Zh]dgiV\Zd[
X^\VgZiiZh!>YXVaa^iVcZbZg\ZcXnVaag^\]i»

L]nY^Y]Z_d^ci]ZVgbn4
to make a career for himself
to be with his friends as part of a big adventure
because he thought it was the right thing to do

Enter the next room.
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'The British Garrison in Ireland'
'

Stop at the big display in the middle of the room.

On the large tapestry you will find a scene with a poor man from the countryside meeting
two soldiers (on the left side, below the church). Stephen Stokes made this tapestry in
Dublin in the 1840s, during the ‘Great Famine’ in Ireland.
The young man carries his bundle on a stick: perhaps this is all that he owns. One of the
soldiers offers the man a silver coin. This is the ‘Queen’s shilling’. If he accepts this token
payment, he is accepting the offer to join the Army.
L]nYdndji]^c`i]^hndjc\bVcldjaYlVciidZca^hi^ci]Z7g^i^h]6gbn4

Enter the next room.

'Warfare in Ireland'
(

Stop in front of two soldiers: the man wearing a red uniform and the boy with his hands tied.

The four soldiers in the centre of this room lived and fought battles in Ireland at different times
over 200 years, from 1598 to 1798. Did all these men have the same reason for enlisting in
the army? We cannot know for sure, but there are usually only a few main reasons to enlist.
Look at these two soldiers and read the labels. Then you decide which reasons might
have been important for each man. EjiVi^X`WZh^YZi]gZZgZVhdch]Zb^\]i]VkZ]VY
[dgZca^hi^c\i]ZgZVhdchi]ViegdWVWanlZgZ^bedgiVciid]^b#
<gZcVY^Zg[gdbi]ZLVgd[i]ZIld@^c\h
to be part of an exciting adventure
for the regular food and pay
to have a career in the army
to support the cause of James, the Catholic King of Ireland
to be a soldier with his friends
to follow in the family tradition
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8gdeen7dn[gdbi]Z&,.-GZWZaa^dc
to be part of an exciting adventure
for the regular food and pay
to have a career in the army
to help drive the British out of Ireland
to be a soldier with his friends
to follow in the family tradition

Leave through the doorway, walk past the row of helmets and enter the
next room.

'
'The Wild Geese'
)

Cross the room and stop at the wall with framed paintings.

Find out why one of the soldiers in ‘The Wild Geese’ joined the army.
This is a list of the six main reasons why people have joined armies. The first letter of
each word spells º:CA>HI».
:xcitement (to be part of an exciting adventure)
Courishment (for the regular food and pay)
Aife career (to have a career in the army)
>dealism (to support a cause)
Holidarity (to be a soldier with your friends)
Iradition (to follow in the family tradition)
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Find the painting of a man in a red and black uniform and read the label below the picture.
I^X`d[[dci]Z:CA>HIhiVbei]Zbdhia^`ZangZVhdci]Vi?dhZe]@dgc^adk^X]
D»Gdjg`Z_d^cZYi]ZGjhh^Vc6gbn#

Enter the next room.

'Irish in the American Civil War'
*

Stop at the ﬁrst display to the right of the doorway.

Look at the photographs of the soldiers on the panel called ‘Irish in the
Confederate Army’.
L]^X]d[i]ZhZe^XijgZhYdndji]^c`lVhiV`Zcl]Zci]ZhdaY^ZgkdajciZZgZYidZca^hi4

<^kZVgZVhdc[dgndjgVchlZg#

L]nldjaYVhdaY^ZglVciid]VkZ]^he^XijgZiV`ZcdcZca^hibZci4

+

Cross the room and stop at the display to the right of the next doorway.

Find the recruitment poster for the 69th Infantry. It’s in the case beside the panel
‘A Tradition of Service’.
Which of the usual reasons for enlisting does the poster appeal to?

5

I^X`d[[i]ZgZVhdcdci]Z:CA>HIhiVbe#

Enter the next room.

'Irish in the British Service'
,

Stop at the large painting showing some soldiers walking toward you.

Look at the people in the painting. The two young men in civilian clothes are enlisting in an
Irish regiment in the British Army.
L]^X]d[i]ZildbZcYdndji]^c`bVn]VkZgZ\gZihVWdjiZca^hi^c\4
L]ViaZVYhndjidi]^c`i]^h4=^cih/Notice the way he stands and look at his face.

>hi]Zdi]ZgbVcadd`^c\[dglVgYida^[Z^ci]Z6gbn4L]ViVWdji]^hVeeZVgVcXZ
bV`Zhndji]^c`i]Vi4

When he enlisted in the army, the sergeant (the man with a moustache and white gloves)
probably felt the same as these two men. I^X`d[[]^ha^`ZangZVhdc[dgZca^hi^c\dci]Z
:CA>HIhiVbe#
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-

Stay to the right and stop at the display in the corner.

Look for a deck of cards and a carved wooden boot. These are souvenirs from the West
Indies. You will find them on the left side of the panel called ‘Garrison Duty Overseas’.
Lawrence Lowry brought a few things home to remember his time in Jamaica in the
1830s. L]nYdndji]^c`]ZZca^hiZY4
=^ci/ At that time, Jamaica was thought to be an exotic, faraway place.

.

Turn around and stop at the panel on the end of a display.

Examine the two recruiting posters on the panel called ‘Red Coats and Muzzle-loaders’.
L]Viildi]^c\hY^YBV_dg@ZVi^c\VeeZVaid^cgZXgj^i^c\[dgi]Z*+i]GZ\^bZci4

GZVYi]ZaVWZaidYZX^YZ^[^ilVh^bedgiVciidi]Z7g^i^h]6gbn^[i]Z^ghdaY^ZghXdjaY/
GZVY:c\a^h]

NZh

Cd

HeZV`:c\a^h]

NZh

Cd

Find the Panel called ‘Khaki and Repeating Rifles’. I]ZX]VcXZidlZVgV[VcXn
jc^[dgbb^\]i]VkZViigVXiZYhdbZgZXgj^ih#LdjaYndjZca^hiWZXVjhZi]Zjc^[dgb
add`ZY\ddY4


NZh

Cd
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Leave this room, cross the bridge, walk past the aeroplane, and enter the next room.

'The First World War'
&%

Walk toward the wall that faces you and stop at the ﬁrst display on that wall.

At the ‘War of the First Volunteers’ find the ‘Background Briefing’ about the First World
War and read ‘Why Irish soldiers were there’. A^hii]ZheZX^VagZVhdchi]Vi>g^h]bZc
kdajciZZgZYidhZgkZ^ci]^hLVg!gZVhdchi]VilZgZY^[[ZgZcii]Vcl]ni]Zn]VY
Zca^hiZY^cZVga^ZglVgh#
&#
'#
(#

'1916 – The Easter Rising'
&&

Cross to the opposite wall and stop at the ﬁrst display.

Find the Volunteer uniform worn by Sean O’Duffy during the Rising. L]nYdndji]^c`
HZVcZca^hiZY^ci]ZKdajciZZgh4

'The Irish Wars'
&'

Walk past the green ﬂag and around the corner. Stop at the display before the four shadow ﬁgures.

Look at the pistol in the case beside the panel ‘Learning from the Enemy’.
This standard British Army weapon could have belonged to a soldier who
fought in the British Army during the First World War, and later joined the
IRA to fight for Irish freedom during the War of Independence.
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L]nYdndji]^c`]Zb^\]i]VkZZca^hiZY^ci]Z7g^i^h]6gbn4

L]nYdndji]^c`]Zi]Zc_d^cZYi]Z>G64

Leave this room and go down the stairs.

'Claiming the Future'
&(

Turn left at the bottom of the stairs and stop at the displays along the wall.

Compare the three posters shown on the panel called ‘Building the Forces’.
=dlYdndji]^c`i]ZedhiZghZcXdjgV\ZYbZcidZca^hi^ci]Z>g^h]9Z[ZcXZ;dgXZh4
=^ci/ two of these posters are similar in style; the third one is using a very
different kind of appeal to the potential recruit.
&#
'#
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LdjaYndj:ca^hi4
Now that you have found out why young people enlisted in the past, would you consider
enlisting in the Irish Defence Forces when you are old enough?
What is the main reason why you might decide to join? Mark your :CA>HI stamp with
the reason(s) you would consider joining up.

L]Vi^hi]ZbV^cgZVhdcl]nndjldjaYX]ddhZcdiid_d^c4
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ANSWERS

Now that you have thought about why people have joined
armies, check your answers here.
& 1940 Irish Army soldier - joined

reluctantly because he thought it was
the right thing to do
'

For the regular food and pay – since
the tapestry was made in the 1840s,
when many people in Ireland were
hungry in the Great Famine, he
probably enlisted to escape poverty.

( <gZcVY^Zg/ to have a career in the

army (Life Career), or to support the
cause of King James (Idealism), or for
regular food and pay (Nourishment)
8gdeen7dn/ to be a soldier with his
friends (Solidarity), or to be part of
an exciting adventure (Excitement),
or to drive the British out of Ireland
(Idealism)
) ?dhZe]@dgc^adk^X]D»Gdjg`Z -

Tradition
* The pair of soldiers who are wearing

&% To help small countries, such as

Belgium (and Ireland)
To help Britain
To make Irish independence more
likely by helping Britain in the war
&& Idealism
&' British Army – any of these reasons:

Excitement, Idealism, Solidarity
IRA – to support a cause (Idealism)
&( ?d^ci]Z6gbnid]VkZV\ddYi^bZ#

Two posters show peaceful scenes
in the countryside with happy-looking
soldiers.
:ca^hi[dgi]ZZmX^iZbZci!VcYi]Z
X]VcXZidjhZVlZVedc
The third poster shows soldiers
wearing helmets and standing in
an aggressive pose against a hotcoloured background.


military uniforms.
They were proud of their new status
as a soldier.
They wanted their friends and
relatives to have a picture if anything
happened to them in the war.
+ Solidarity
, The man looking back from where he

came probably has regrets.
The man looking in the direction that
he walks probably looks forward to
life in the army.
The sergeant could have enlisted for a
Life career.
- Excitement
. Keating poster appealed to

Nourishment (regular pay) and
Excitement (adventure).
No, early in the 19th century the
British Army didn’t care if their
soldiers could read.
Yes, they needed them to understand
enough English to follow the officers’
commands.
Wearing a uniform conveyed status
and may have encouraged some men
to enlist.
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Why Soldiers Enlist

Want to know more?
For more information on exhibitions and education programmes,
contact the Education and Outreach Department of the National
Museum of Ireland.
IZa/ 01 648 6453 ;Vm/ 01 679 1025
ZbV^a/ bookings@museum.ie
© Education and Outreach Department,
National Museum of Ireland, Dublin. 2009
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8dkZg^bV\Z/ Recruiting Poster, Irish Defence Forces, 1934, Military Archives

