6Xi^k^in7dd`[dgHX]ddah&'

L]Vi>h
V=Zgd4
People often think that most
soldiers are heroes, and that most
heroes are soldiers. Whether that is true
depends on what you think a hero is. In this
activity you will get to meet individuals who
most people would agree are heroes. And you’ll
meet individuals who are heroes to some people
but not to others. At the end of the Soldiers and
Chiefs exhibition you will have a better idea of
what you think makes someone a hero.

BnCVbZ/
&

Ndjl^aa[^cYVchlZghidhdbZd[i]ZfjZhi^dch^ci]Z
Y^heaVnh#=dlZkZgbdhid[i]ZfjZhi^dch]VkZcdg^\]i
dglgdc\VchlZg/i]ZnVgZbZVci[dgndjgeZghdcVa
i]dj\]ihVcY^ciZgegZiVi^dc#Ndjl^aagZXd\c^hZi]ZhZ
fjZhi^dchl]ZcVh`ZY/

ÈL]ViÉhNdjgDe^c^dc4É

:ciZgi]ZÒghigddbV[iZgi]Z^cigdYjXi^dcheVXZ#

;dgXaVhhgddbY^hXjhh^dcV[iZgi]ZbjhZjbk^h^i!ndjgiZVX]Zg]Vh
IZVX]ZghÉCdiZhl^i]VchlZghidi]ZfjZhi^dch^ci]^hWdd`#

'

&

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd"?d]c7dnaZDÉGZ^aan
HiVnidi]Zg^\]iVcYhideVii]ZlVaaeVcZaVWdjiVi]^gYd[i]ZlVnVadc\i]ZlVaa#

Read the panel about John Boyle O’Reilly.

&V# What did John Boyle O’Reilly do to cause his expulsion from the army?

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
Add`VgdjcYi]Zgddb[dgZVX]d[i]ZhZeZdeaZ[gdbDÉGZ^aanÉhi^bZ#L]Zcndj[^cY
ZVX]dcZ!i]^c`VWdjil]Zi]Zgi]^heZghdcldjaY]VkZhZZcDÉGZ^aanVhV]Zgd#
&W# I]Z>g^h]ldbVcl]dldgZi]ZigdjhhZVjYgZhh^cVY^heaVnXVhZcZVgi]ZZcigVcXZ
=^ci/ She is an idealistic young bride married to a British Army officer.

&X# I]Z=^WZgc^VcHX]ddaWdnhiVcY^c\^ci]ZXdgcZg
=^ci/ He’s reading an adventure novel.

&Y# I]Z>g^h]d[[^XZgl]dldgZi]ZYVg`WajZjc^[dgb_VX`Zi^ci]ZY^heaVnXVhZcZVgi]ZZm^i
=^ci/ He’s trained to follow orders.

&Z# 8Vcndji]^c`d[hdbZdcZidYVnl]dhdbZeZdeaZldjaYi]^c`d[VhV]Zgd!VcYdi]ZghldjaY[ZZa
^hYZ[^c^iZancdiV]Zgd4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale to show how much of a hero O’Reilly is ^cndjgde^c^dc#
The Hero Scale is at the end of this book on page 11.

&
*
&%

is an extremely heroic person
is a person with some heroic aspects
is a person who is not at all heroic

AZVkZi]gdj\]i]ZYddglVn!lVa`i]gdj\]i]ZcZmigddbVcYi]ZceVhii]Zgdld[]ZabZih#
:ciZgi]ZcZmigddb#

(

'

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd";gVcX^hBVX9dccZaa
LVa`VXgdhhi]Zgddbidi]ZlVaal^i][gVbZYe^XijgZh#

Read the section of the panel ‘Freelancers in Eastern Europe’ about Francis MacDonnell (‘Green
on Green’) and then answer these questions.

'V# The painting shows the French surrender to the Austrians in 1702 at the Siege of Cremona
— what does the French Marshal Villeroi hand over to MacDonnell?
=^ci/ K^aaZgd^lZVghi]ZWajZjc^[dgbVcYBVX9dccZaalZVghi]ZgZYjc^[dgb#

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
'W# >[ndjlZgZVc>g^h]hdaY^Zg[^\]i^c\[dgi]Z;gZcX]h^YZ!l]^X]Vg\jbZcib^\]ieZghjVYZndjid
hl^iX]ndjgadnVainidi]Z6jhig^Vch^YZl^i]8VeiV^cBVX9dccZaa4

 8dbZVcYbV`ZbdgZbdcZn^ci]Z6jhig^VchZgk^XZ#


NdjVgZhjgZidWZYZ[ZViZY!hVkZndjghZakZhWnX]Vc\^c\h^YZh#



8dbZVcYhZgkZl^i]di]Zg>g^h]bZc#

'X# 9dZhi]Z[VXii]ViBVX9dccZaa[dj\]iV\V^chidi]Zg>g^h]bZcbV`ZVY^[[ZgZcXZidl]Zi]Zg]ZlVhV]Zgd4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero MacDonnell is ^cndjgde^c^dc#

:ciZgi]ZcZmigddb#

(

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd"BnaZh@Zd\]
HideVii]ZhZXdcYbVedci]ZaZ[i#I]ZcXgdhhi]ZgddbVcYhideVii]Z
Y^heaVnXVhZidi]Zg^\]id[i]ZYddglVn#

There are two places to see objects associated with Myles Keogh:
a panel called ‘Defending the Pope’, and another called ‘Keogh at the
Little Big Horn’. Over his military career, Keogh joined two different
armies: the Papal Army and the United States Army.
A^iiaZ7^\=dgclVhVWViiaZWZilZZci]ZJc^iZYHiViZh6gbnVcY6bZg^XVc
>cY^Vch^cl]^X]Vjc^id[bdgZi]Vc'%%hdaY^ZghlVhXdbeaZiZanYZhigdnZY#
Look at the objects on display, read the panels, and answer these questions.
(V# How successful was the Papal Army as a military force?

)

BnaZh@Zd\]

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
(W# 9dZhi]Z[VXii]Vi@Zd\]lVh`^aaZYVii]ZA^iiaZ7^\=dgcbV`Z]^bbdgZdgaZhhd[V]Zgd4

(X# 9dndj]VkZid[^\]idci]Zl^cc^c\h^YZidWZV]Zgd4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero Keogh is ^cndjgde^c^dc#

:ciZgi]ZcZmigddb#

)

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd"9Vc^ZaH]ZV
Ijgcg^\]iVii]ZYddglVnVcYhideVii]ZÒghiY^heaVndcndjgg^\]i#

Go to the display ‘Serving Among the Sassonach’. Look for a small panel about Daniel Shea
called ‘Irish Sailors’. Read the panels, look at the medals, and then answer these questions.

)V# Why was Shea awarded each of these medals?
What countries awarded him the medals?
Medal 1
Medal 2

)W# Is there any indication that Shea fought in any battles when he was in the Royal Navy?

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
)X# 9dndji]^c`i]ViVeZghdcXVcWZV]Zgd[dghVk^c\a^kZhgVi]Zgi]Vc[^\]i^c\^cWViiaZh4

)Y# 8VcndjcVbZhdbZdcZndj[ZZa^hV]Zgdl]dhVkZha^kZh4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero Shea is ^cndjgde^c^dc#

*

*

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd"6c>g^h]K^Xidg^V8gdhhL^ccZg
IjgcaZ[iVcYhideVii]ZY^heaVnVii]ZZcYd[i]Zadc\lVaadci]Zg^\]i#

Find the large panel called ‘The Victoria Cross’ (VC) and read about this prestigious British medal.
Now look at the names of the Irishmen who were awarded a VC. The names are grouped by
county of origin — find the name of someone from your county, and answer these questions
about him. Note that no one from County Longford is recorded as winning this medal. If you are
from Longford, please choose someone from another county.

*V# His name

His rank

The date and place of his medal-winning act

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
*W# I]^hY^heaVneVcZaegdk^YZha^iiaZ^c[dgbVi^dcVWdjii]ZX^gXjbhiVcXZh[dgl]^X]ndjgbVcldci]Z
bZYVaÄi]^c`VWdjil]VibdgZndjldjaYcZZYid`cdlidXdch^YZg]^bV]Zgd#


EjiVi^X`WZh^YZi]ZWZhigZVhdc[dgndjgK8l^ccZgidWZV]Zgd/


]Zg^h`ZY]^ha^[ZidhVkZYi]Za^kZhd[]^hXdbgVYZh^cWViiaZ



]Zg^h`ZY]^ha^[Zid`^aadgXVeijgZbVcnd[i]ZZcZbn



]ZY^ZY^ci]ZVXid[]Zgd^hb[dgl]^X]]ZldcVbZYVa



]Z[dj\]i[dgVXVjhZ]ZWZa^ZkZY^c



_jhii]Z[VXi]ZlVhVlVgYZYi]^h^bedgiVcibZYVa[dgWgVkZgnbZVch]ZlVhV]Zgd

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero the Victoria Cross winner
is ^cndjgde^c^dc#

AZVkZi]^hgddb!Xgdhhi]ZWg^Y\Z!lVa`eVhii]ZVZgdeaVcZ!VcYZciZgi]ZcZmigddb#

+

+

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd":a^oVWZi]DÉ;VggZaa
6[iZgi]ZaVg\Z\jcdcl]ZZah!ijgcaZ[iVcYlVa`Y^V\dcVaanidi]ZY^heaVn
deedh^iZi]Z\gZZcÓV\#

Find the panel called ‘The Bitter End’ and read about Elizabeth
O’Farrell. Look closely at the photograph to see the hem of her dress
behind Patrick Pearse.

:a^oVWZi]D;VggZaa

+V# What did Elizabeth O’Farrell do at the end of the Rising?

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
+W# 8dbeVgZ]ZgVXi^dchidi]ZVXi^dchd[EVig^X`EZVghZ!dcZd[i]ZaZVYZghd[i]Z&.&+G^h^c\#
LZgZEZVghZÉhVXi^dchbdgZ]Zgd^Xi]VcDÉ;VggZaaÉh4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero O’Farrell is ^cndjg
de^c^dc#

,

Edhh^WaZ=Zgd"HVbjZaBdg\Vc
8gdhhi]Zgddbidi]Zdeedh^iZh^YZVcYhideVii]ZY^heaVnhdci]ZlVaa#

Find the panel called ‘Professional Soldier, Fond Father’, read about Samuel Morgan, and look at
the objects on display. Then answer these questions about Samuel Morgan.

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
,V# ;gdbi]Z^c[dgbVi^dc\^kZc^ci]ZaVWZa!Ydndji]^c`i]ViBdg\VclVheVgi^XjaVganWgVkZ4

9^Y]ZgZXZ^kZVcnheZX^VaVlVgYh[dgWgVkZgn4

,

,W# 9dZhi]Z[VXii]Vi]ZhZZbhid]VkZadkZY]^hhdc!AZd!V[[ZXil]Zi]Zg]ZlVhV]Zgd4

9dndji]^c`]ZlVhV]ZgdidAZd4

,X# 8VchdbZdcZa^`ZBdg\Vcl]d_jhiYdZh]^hYjinWZXdch^YZgZYV]Zgd4



NZh
Cd


LdjaYndjX]Vc\ZndjgVchlZg^[Yd^c\]^hYjin\Zih]^b`^aaZY4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero Morgan is ^cndjgde^c^dc#

-. Edhh^WaZ=ZgdZh"A^VbAncX]VcYB^X]VZa8daa^ch
Ijgcg^\]iV[iZgi]Zilda^[Z"h^oZYÒ\jgZhVcYhideVii]ZY^heaVn^ci]ZXdgcZg#
Find the section called ‘Lost Leaders’ with the
uniforms of Michael Collins and Liam Lynch. Read
the information with each uniform, and then answer
these questions.

-".V# During the War of Independence, Lynch and

A^VbAncX]

B^X]VZa8daa^ch

Collins were friends and fellow soldiers.
Who did they fight against?

-".W# Which side did each man take during the Civil War: Anti-Treaty or Pro-Treaty?
Lynch

Collins

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
-".X# >cl]VilVnhlVhB^X]VZa8daa^chV]Zgd4

-

-".Y# >cl]VilVnhlVhA^VbAncX]V]Zgd4

-".Z# 8VcildbZcl]ddeedhZYZVX]di]ZgWdi]WZ]ZgdZh!dgXVcdcandcZWZV]Zgd4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero Lynch and Collins are ^c
ndjgde^c^dc#

AZVkZi]^hgddbVcY\dYdlci]ZhiV^gh#

&% Edhh^WaZ=Zgd"7gZcYVcEVYYn;^cjXVcZ
Ijgcg^\]iVii]ZWdiidbd[i]ZhiV^gh#LVa`idlVgYi]Zl^cYdl!
VgdjcYi]ZXjgkZYlVaa!VcYhideVii]ZY^heaVnXVhZ#
Find the panel titled ‘Paddy Finucane’; look at the logbook with the
panel, and listen to the words of Finucane speaking on the radio in
England. Answer these questions.

7gZcYVc;^cjXVcZ

=^ci/ ;^cjXVcZ»hdg^\^cVaiVa`hlZgZWgdVYXVhiYjg^c\i]ZHZXdcY
LdgaYLVg#

L]VihNdjgDe^c^dc4
&%V# L]Zcndj]ZVgl]Vi;^cjXVcZ]VhidhVn!a^hiZcid]dl]ZiVa`hVWdjia^[ZVcYYZVi]XdbWVi^c
i]ZV^g#


9dZh]ZhdjcYa^`ZV]Zgd^X[^\]iZge^adiidndj4


&%W# L]nYdndji]^c`]ZlVhVh`ZYidWgdVYXVhidci]ZgVY^d^c:c\aVcY4I^X`VhbVcnVhndjV\gZZ
l^i][gdbi]^ha^hi#


 idZcXdjgV\Zndjc\bZcidZca^hi^ci]Z7g^i^h]6gbZY;dgXZh



 id^che^gZi]Z7g^i^h]l^i]i]ZWgVkZgnd[i]Z^g[^\]i^c\bZc



 idh]dl]dl>g^h]eZdeaZlZgZhjeedgi^c\i]ZlVg



 idbV`Zi]ZZcZbnV[gV^Yd[i]ZGdnVa6^g;dgXZ



 WZXVjhZ]ZlVhV[Vbdjh[^\]iZge^adi

.

&%X# 9dndji]^c`;^cjXVcZlVhV]Zgdid>g^h]eZdeaZ!ZkZci]dj\]>gZaVcYlVhcdiY^gZXian
^ckdakZY^ci]ZHZXdcYLdgaYLVg4

&%Y# =VYndjZkZg]ZVgYd[EVYYn;^cjXVcZWZ[dgZidYVn4=Z^hcdiVh[VbdjhcdlVh]ZlVhbdgZ
i]Vc+%nZVghV\d#



L]nYdndji]^c`i]Vi]ZgdZhX]Vc\ZdkZgi^bZ4

=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Place a tick on the Hero Scale (on page 11) to show how much of a hero Finucane is ^cndjg
de^c^dc#

&%

;^cVa=Zgd6hhZhhbZci
Look at your rankings on ‘My Hero Scale’ for all the possible heroes. Which person did you rank
as the most heroic? Do you want to change any ranking after comparing them to one another?
What does this tell you about your idea of ‘what is a hero’?

c
=ZgdHXVaZ
Edhh^WaZ=ZgdZh

7^\=Zgd
&

'

HdbZ=Zgd^XFjVa^i^Zh
(

)

*

+

,

CdiV=Zgd
-

.

&%

?d]c7dnaZDÉGZ^aan
;gVcX^hBVX9dccZaa
BnaZh@Zd\]
9Vc^ZaH]ZV
6c>g^h]K8L^ccZg
:a^oVWZi]DÉ;VggZaa
HVbjZaBdg\Vc
A^VbAncX]
B^X]VZa8daa^ch
7gZcYVcÈEVYYnÉ;^cjXVcZ

&&

6Xi^k^in7dd`[dgHX]ddah&'

L]Vi>hV=Zgd4

LVciid`cdlbdgZ4
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contact the Education and Outreach Department of the National
Museum of Ireland.
IZa/ 01 648 6453 ;Vm/ 01 679 1025
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&'

8dkZg^bV\Z/ Flight Lieutenant Brendan 'Paddy' Finucane DFC, in his
Supermarine Spitfire, Second World War, Imperial War Museum

