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Objects have the power to tell us startling stories. They connect us 

directly with the people who made them and to the times in which 

they were used. Our cultural institutions are places where these stories 

can be explored. 

In a partnership between the National Museum of Ireland, the Irish Times 

and the Royal Irish Academy, 100 objects have been chosen by journalist 

Fintan O’Toole to take us through the history of people in Ireland over 

7,000 years, from a simple fish trap of the earliest inhabitants of the 

island to the first mass-produced microprocessor.

You can follow part of this story here at the National Museum of Ireland 

by using this self-guided trail. A selection of the objects shown here is 

illustrated on the left. A full list of the objects and where they are located 

may be found overleaf.

Some of the objects recall the skill and artistry seen on Bronze Age gold 

ornaments and treasures of the Early Christian church, such as the 

Gleninsheen collar and the Ardagh Chalice. Others, like the bog body 

from Old Croghan offer us a window on ancient rituals and beliefs.

What makes each one pulse with life is the idea of the people who 

touched and were touched by it.

If you liked the trail and want to learn more about these objects, buy the 

book A History of Ireland in 100 Objects by Fintan O’Toole, in the Museum 

shop or through www.museum.ie. Alternatively you can order the app at 

www.100objects.ie.
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Look out for the Symbol

This is a project of:



 

National Museum of Ireland-
Decorative Arts and History
Collins Barracks, Benburb Street, Dublin 7
• See www.museum.ie for opening hours 

Christ Church Cathedral*
Christchurch Place, Dublin 8
• See www.christchurchdublin.ie for opening hours
 

National Archives of Ireland
Bishop Street, Dublin 8
• See www.nationalarchives.ie for opening hours
 

National Library of Ireland
Kildare Street, Dublin 2
• See www.nli.ie for opening hours
 

Royal Irish Academy
19 Dawson Street, Dublin 2
• See www.ria.ie for opening hours
 

Trinity College – The Old Library*
College Green, Dublin 2
• See www.tcd.ie/library for opening hours
 

National Museum of Ireland – Archaeology
Kildare Street, Dublin 2
• See www.museum.ie for opening hours
 

GAA Museum*
Croke Park, St Joseph’s Avenue (off Clonliffe Road), Dublin 3
• See www.crokeparke.ie/gaa-museum for opening hours
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Ulster American
Folk Park, Omagh*

www.nmni.com

Museum of Free Derry*
www.museumofderry.org Tullaghogue,

Fort Tyrone

Ulster Museum, Belfast wwwnmni.com

Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, Cultra*
wwwnmni.com

National Museum of Ireland –
Country Life, Castlebar, Mayo
www.museum.ie

Monasterboice, Louth

National Science Museum at Maynooth
www.numi.ie

Carlow County Museum
www.carlowcountymuseum.ie

Irish Agricultural Museum, Wexford*
www.irishagrimuseum.ie

Waterford Museum of Treasures*
www.waterfordtreasures.com

Derrynane House, Caherdaniel, Kerry*
www.heritageireland.ie

See detailed 
city map 

above
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Entrance

1 Mesolithic Fish Trap

2 Ceremonial Axehead

3 Neolithic Bowl

4 Flint Macehead

5 Neolithic Bag

6 Basket Earrings

7 Pair of Gold Discs

8 Coggalbeg Hoard

9 Bronze Age Funerary Pots

10 Tara Torcs

11 Mooghaun Gold Hoard

12 Gleninsheen Gold Gorget

13 Castlederg Bronze Cauldron

14 Iron Spearhead

15 Broighter Boat

16 Armlet Old Croghan man

17 Loughnashade Trumpet

18 Keshcarrigan Bowl

19 Corleck Head

20 Petrie ‘Crown’

23 Mullaghmast Stone

24 St Patrick’s Bell

25 Springmount Wax Tablets

26 Ballinderry Brooch

27 Donore Handle

29 ‘Tara’ Brooch

30 Ardagh Chalice

31 Derrynaflan Paten

32 Moylough Belt Shrine

33 Rinnagan Crucifixion Plaque

36 Ballinderry Sword

37 Decorated Lead Weights

38 Roscrea Brooch

39 Slave Chain

40 Silver Cone

41 Carved Crook

42 Breac Maodhóg

43 Clonmacnoise Crozier

44 Cross of Cong

47 Figure of a Horseman

48 Domhnach Airgid

51 Processional Cross

54 Kavanagh Charter Horn
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Shop Café

Lecture Theatre

Education Room

Reception

Cloakroom

Toilets

Stairs
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* Admission charges apply 


