ASGARD: COIMISIUNU
AGUS DEARADH

‘Could you write to me & tell me if you could build a sailing yacht to my
order on the lines of a Norwegian pilot-boat, of about 15 or 17 tons registered
— very strong & able to keep the sea in bad weather, and at the same time
comfortably fitted out below’.

B’in a scriobh Erskine Childers chuig Colin Archer, an t-ailtire cabhlaigh
iomraiteach 6n lorua, an 11 Linasa 1904. Bhi Archer sna seachtéidi um
an dtaca sin agus cail mhdr air i measc lucht baid. Bhi go leor aistear
mara déanta ag Childers in uisci na hlorua agus eolas maith aige ar
dhearthai Archer, go hdirithe na baid phioldta. Eacht ab ea na baid
théagartha sin a thuill cdil d'Archer ar fud na hlorua.

Nuair a pésadh Erskine agus Molly Childers i mBostun in Eandir 1904
thairg an Dr. Hamilton agus Margaret Cushing Osgood, tuismitheoiri
Molly, luamh a cheannach mar bhronntanas pésta don landin. | mi
Dheireadh Fémhair 1904 thaistil Erskine, Molly agus an Dr. Osgood
go Larvik i ndeisceart na hlorua, chun an luamh beartaithe a phlé le
Colin Archer. Mar gheall ar a thaithi fhairsing ar an tseoltéireacht
bheadh tuairim chruinn ag Childers faoin gcineal luaimh a bhi uaidh.
Léirionn an comhfhreagras scriofa idir Erskine Childers agus Archer
go raibh pairt ghniomhach ag Childers i ndearadh an luaimh agus i
roghnu an ghiair agus an trealaimh. Smaoinigh sé ar riachtanais Molly
go hdirithe: ni raibh an siul go maith aici i ngeall ar thimpiste a bhi aici
agus i ina cailin 6g. Bhreac Molly ina dialann ‘E(rskine) and | planned
the inner space’.

ASGARD: COMMISSIONING
AND DESIGN

‘Could you write to me & tell me if you could build a sailing yacht to

my order on the lines of a Norwegian pilot-boat, of about 15 or 17 tons
registered — very strong & able to keep the sea in bad weather, and at the
same time comfortably fitted out below’.

So wrote Erskine Childers to Colin Archer, the great Norwegian naval
architect, on 11th August 1904. Archer was then in his seventies,

with an enormously successful career behind him. Childers had
cruised in Norwegian waters and would have been fully acquainted
with Archer’s designs, and in particular with pilot boats. These stout
vessels were Archer’s great achievement, for which he was famous
throughout Norway.

When Erskine and Mary (Molly) Childers married in Boston in January
1904, Molly’s parents, Dr. Hamilton and Margaret Cushing Osgood of
Boston, offered to pay for a yacht as a wedding present to the couple.
In October 1904, Erskine, Molly and Dr. Osgood travelled to Larvik in
southern Norway to discuss the proposed yacht with Colin Archer.
Given his extensive sailing experience, Childers would have known
exactly what he wanted in the vessel. The written correspondence
between Erskine Childers and Archer reveals that Childers was actively
involved in the design of the yacht and in the selection of gear and
equipment. In particular, his thoughts were of Molly’s needs: she had
difficulty in walking due to a childhood accident. In her diary, Molly
also noted that ‘E(rskine) and | planned the inner space’.
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Litir 6 Erskine Childers go Colin Archer, ina
sonraitear a riachtanais fearais agus trealaimh le
haghaidh Asgard, 19 Feabhra 1905.

Cartlann Colin Archer, Foreningen Larvik Sjofartsmuseum, Misaem Larvik/
Vestfoldmuseene, an lorua. Grianghraif: Mekonnen Wolday,
Vestfoldmuseene, an lorua.

Erskine agus Molly Childers ar dheic Asgard.
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Letter from Erskine Childers to Colin Archer,
outlining his requirements for Asgard's gear and
equipment, 19" February 190s.

Colin Archer's archive, Foreningen Larvik Sjofartsmuseum, Larvik Museum/
Vestfoldmuseene, Norway. Photos: Mekonnen Wolday,

Vestfoldmuseene, Norway.

Erskine and Molly Childers on the deck of Asgard.
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