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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN,
BOARD OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF IRELAND

2009 was a year of continued keen and intense
work by the Board of the National Museum of
Ireland. In accordance with the downturn in the
international and national economies and the
corresponding financial constraints across all
government departments, the National Museum
had to address a reduction in its overall allocation
from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism. I
am pleased, however, to advise that the challenges
posed by such budgetary constraints were addressed

and overcome in an entirely satisfactory manner.

One of the major issues that confronted the Board
over the past year was that of storage facility.

This arose particularly as a consequence of the
Comptroller & Auditor General’s Report No.62 in
2008. Intensive research and investigations were
carried out to address the question of securing a
new storage facility that would cater for all museum
storage requirements for many years to come. In
this regard, constructive negotiations with the
Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and Office
of Public Works continued over the early part of
the year leading ultimately to the acquisition of a
major new facility at Swords. The Board, rigorously
addressed and considered the details of this major
step and the Chairman, on behalf of the Board,
engaged intensively and comprehensively with the
Office of Public Works in relation to the acquisition
and lease arrangements for this major facility. The
legal formalities in relation to the execution of the

transaction were finalised on December 8 2009.

Many of the concerns raised by the Comptroller
& Auditor General’s Report of 2008 can now be
addressed once the National Museum occupies
this facility in 2010. The Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government has
contracted to occupy 14% of the space at Swords
and the Board confirms that all formalities in

relation to the latter have also been finalised.

A significant opportunity arises at this time in terms
of de-accessioning as a consequence of the new
storage arrangements and it is the intention of the
National Museum to avail of such opportunity in

early course.

Throughout the past year great work has been done
and progress achieved on the Asgard restoration

project.

Some very interesting exhibitions were opened
during the past year including Planet Earth: Our Place
in Space; Straw, Hay and Rushes, Common Threads

and the Moylough Belt Shrine. Two of the Museum’s
temporary exhibitions proved very popular with
other museums. Come Back to Erin — Irish travel posters
of the 20" century which was exhibited at Collins
Barracks over the Summer went on exhibition to
Iceland. Down Memory Lane — Childhood in the 1950s

was exhibited in Fermanagh County Museum.

On September 3 2009, the Charles J. Haughey
Library was officially opened by the Minister

for State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade
and Employment, Mr Darragh Calleary TD, at
the National Museum of Ireland-Country Life,
Castlebar in the presence of the Haughey family.
The event which marked the gift of in excess

of three thousand eight hundred books from

the Haughey family was very well attended and
received. President Mary McAleese opened a very
exciting exhibition on Count John McCormack
on September 14 2009 at Collins Barracks. This
exhibition stimulated widespread interest and was

very well attended.

Great work continued to be done by the Board
throughout the year to ensure that the National
Museum, Ireland’s premier national cultural

institution, was on the soundest structural basis

and firmest footing in terms of the Board’s internal



workings and compliance with all statutory
obligations and all provisions of corporate
governance. The Board is confident that it has
put in place structures and arrangements that will
ensure effectiveness and efficiency in terms of
the governance of the National Museum going

forward.

Visitor numbers have fared very well in 2009
notwithstanding that the Natural History Museum
remained closed throughout the year for necessary
restoration works which are now at a very
advanced stage and this very much loved museum

will reopen in early 2010.

The Board is encouraged by the positive

feedback from visitor experience to the Museum.
Technology is now becoming more and more part
of the important role that the National Museum is
executing in discharging its duties of maintaining,
protecting, preserving, recording and researching
the collection of museum heritage objects for the
benefit of the public so as to increase and diffuse,
inside and outside the State, the functions and
purpose of the National Museum including in

terms of information, education and outreach.

The Board has done excellent work in addressing
the question of the unimplemented parts of the
National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997 and in
relation to the question of the implementation
of the same. I am delighted to report that the
Board has discharged its duties and functions to
the highest standard over the past year and since
its inception thereby ensuring that the National
Museum is in an extremely strong position going
forward. What remains to be done is to build on

that powerful foundation.

I would wish to thank Mr Con Haugh, Secretary
General and the Department of Arts, Sport and

Tourism for the great work that they have done

in co-operation with the National Museum and I
would also wish to thank Ms Susan McGrath of
the Department for her great service as a member
of the Board. I would also wish to thank the
Office of Public Works for its continuing work and
commitment to the National Museum throughout

the past year.

I also wish to thank the Director of the National
Museum, Dr Pat Wallace, and his staff for the fine
work that they continued to do throughout the past
year. In this regard, I would also wish to express

thanks to Ms Aoife McBride, Secretary to the Board.

Finally, I wish to thank all members of the Board of
the National Museum for the outstanding work that
they have done over the past twelve months and
which they continue to do with vigour, enthusiasm

and great effect.

The work of the Board of the National Museum has
been thorough, vigorous and extremely effective and
has positioned this great institution in a powerful

position as it faces the challenges of the future.
Ar aghaidh leis an obair
Dr John O’ Mahony SC

Chairman
31 December 2009



Bliain oibre leantnai diocasai agus dian ab ea

2009 do Bhord Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann. De

réir an mheathlaithe sna geilleagair idirndisiinta
agus néisitnta agus na srianta comhthreagracha
airgeadais thar na ranna raltais go léir, bhi ar
Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann diriti ar laghdt a
chionnroinnte foriomldine 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt
agus Turasoireachta. Is bred liom 4fach a chur in idl
gur dirfodh ar na dashléin ag eascairt as an srianta
buiséadacha sin agus siraiodh iad ar bhealach sésuil

ar fad.

Ceann des na priomhcheisteanna a bhi in éadan

an Bhoird thar na bliana deireanai n4 éis storéla.
D’eascair sé seo go hdirithe mar thoradh ar
Thuarascail Uimh. 62 an ArdReachtaire Cuntas

agus Ciste i 2008. Deineadh taighde agus imscruda
géar chun dirid ar an geeist faoi bhaint amach dise
nua stéréala a shasfadh riachtanais stérala uile an
Mhusaeim ar feadh méran blianta amach romhainn.
Maidir le seo lean caibidliocht chuiditil ar aghaidh
thar an chéad chuid den bhliain leis an Roinn
Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turasoireachta agus le Oifig na
nOibreacha Poibli agus de bharr sin baineadh amach
faoi dheireadh priomhdis nua ag Sord. Dhirigh an
Bord go diograsach ar shonrai na priomhchéime seo
agus bhreithnigh sé iad agus ghabh an Cathaoirleach
thar ceann an Bhoird go diocasach agus go
cuimsitheach le Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli maidir
le gné6thd agus na socruithe 1éasa don phriomhiis
seo. Criochniodh na foirmeéltachtai dlithitla maidir

le forghniomh an idirbhearta ar an 8% Nollaig 2009.

Is féidir dirit anois ar a lin des na ctraimi a luaigh
Tuarascéil an ArdReachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste
12008 nuair atd an tArd-Mhusaem lonnaithe

san ais seo 1 2010. Rinne an Roinn Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aititil conradh le 14%
den spés ag Sord a 4itit1 agus dearbhaionn an Bord
go bhfuil na foirmedlacha go 1éir maidir le sin

criochnaithe chomh maith.

TEACHTAIREACHT O CHATHAOIRLEACH,
BHORD ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

Eirionn deis shuntasach ag an am seo maidir le
dirochtain de bharr na socruithe stéréile nua agus
t sé ar intinn an Ard-Mhusaeim deis mar seo a

ghlacadh go luath.

Rinneadh sdrobair agus théinig dul chun cinn i rith
na bliana deireanai ar thionscadal athchdirithe an

Ascair.

Osclaiodh roinnt taispedntas an-shuimitla i rith
na bliana deireanai le An Dombain: Ar Suiomh sa
Spds; Tui, Féar agus Luachra; Common Threads agus
Scrin Creasa Mbaigh Locha san direamh. Ba mhér ar
fad iad le musaeim eile dha thaispedntas sealadach
an Mhsaeim. Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstaeir taistil na
2(¥ aoise a taispednadh ag Dun Ui Choilledin thar
an tSamhraidh agus a chuaigh ar taispedint go dti
an Toslainn. Taispeanadh Sios Bdithrin na Smaointe
— An Oige sna 1950idi i Mhtisaem Contae Fhear
Manach.

D’oscail an tAire Stait ag an Roinn Fiontair, Tridala
agus Fostaiochta, an tUas. Darragh Calleary T.D.
Leabharlann Chathal J. Ui hEochaidh go hoifigiuil
ar an 3% Medn Fémhair 2009 ag Ard-Mhusaem na
hEireann- Saol na Tuaithe ag Caislean an Bharraigh
i dteannta clainne Ui hEochaidh. Bhi freastal
an-mhaith ag an 6cdid a shonraigh an brontannas
de nios mé na tri mhile ocht gcéad leabhar 6
chlann Ui hEochaidh agus failtiodh go mér roimpi.
D’oscail an tUachtarin Maire Mhic Ghiolla fosa
taispeantas an-chorraitheach ar Chunta Sean
MacCormac ar an 14% Medn Fémbhair 2009 ag

Dun Ui Choilledin. Spreag an taispedntas seo suim

leathan agus bhi freastal an-mhaith air.

Lean an Bord ar aghaidh ag déanamh saroibre

i rith na bliana chun a chinntit go raibh an
t-Ard-Mhusaem, priomhinstitid chultirtha
naisitinta na hEireann, ar an bunds struchtdrach ba

fhénta agus ar an mbonn ba dhaingne 6 thaobh



oibrithe inmhednaigh an Bhoird de agus de réir
oibleagdidi reachtula agus foralacha uilig rialachais
chorpardidigh. T4 an Bord sasta gur chuir sé i
bhfeidhm struchtuir agus socruithe a chinnteoidh
éifeachtacht agus éifeachtilacht 6 thaobh rialachais
an Ard-Mhusaeim de ag dul ar aghaidh.

D’¢éirigh go han-mhaith le lion na gcuairteoiri i
2009 cé gur than Misaem Stair an Dulra dunta i
rith na bliana d’oibreacha athchéirithe riachtanacha
atd anois ag pointe go mor chun tosaigh agus
athoscléfar an musaem seo a bhfuil grd fiormhér dé
go luath 1 2010.

Ta an Bord spreagtha én aiseolas dearfach 6
eispéireas na gcuairteoiri sa Mhusaem. Glacann

an teicneolajocht pdirt mhéadaitheach sa rol
tibhachtach sin atd an tArd-mhudsaem i mbun

agus é ag comhlionadh a chuid dualgas de chothg,
de chosaint, de chaomhnu, de thaifead agus de
thaighde an bhailiuchdin de réad oidhreachta

an Mhusaeim ar leas an phobail chun cur le
feidhmeanna agus cuspéir an Ard-Mhusaeim 6
thaobh eolais, oideachais agus fhor-rochtana de agus
chun iad a scaipeadh laistigh agus lasmuigh den Stat

araon.

Rinne an Bord obair ar fheabhas ar dhirit ar an
gceist faoi na codanna den Acht um Institittidi
Cultartha Naisitnta, 1997 nach bhfuil curtha i
bhfeidhm agus maidir leis an gceist faoi iad a chur i
bhfeidhm. T4 athas orm a chur in il gur chomhlion
an Bord a chuid dualgais agus feidhmeanna ar an
gcaighdedn is airde thar an bhliain dheireanach agus
6na thus ar aghaidh, ag cinntitt mar sin go bhfuil

an tArd-Mhusaem in 4it fiorldidir agus ¢ ag dul ar
aghaidh. Rud atd f6s le déanamh né tégéil ar an

mbunus cumhachtach seo.

Ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabhail leis an Uas.

Con Haugh, Ard-Runai agus leis an Roinn Ealaion,

Spéirt agus Turasdireachta as ucht na séroibre a
rinne siad 1 gcomhoibrit leis an Ard-Mhusaem

agus ba mhaith liom freisin buiochas a ghabhdil le
Ms Susan Nic Craith én Roinn as ucht a seirbhise
moire mar bhall den Bhord. Ba mhian liom freisin
buiochas a ghabhiil le Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli as
ucht a h-oibre leantnai agus a tiomantais don Ard-

Mhusaem 1 rith na bliana deireanai.

Ba mhaith liom freisin buiochas a ghabhdil le
Stitrthoir an Ard-Mhusaem, Dr Pat Wallace, agus
lena fhoireann as ucht na dea-oibre a lean siad ar
aghaidh ag déanamh i rith na bliana deireanai.

Sa chomhthéacs seo ba mhian liom freisin mo
bhuiochas a ghabhail le Ms Aoife McBride, Runai
don Bhord.

Faoi dheireadh is mian liom buiochas a ghabhiil
leis an baill uilig de Bhord an Ard-Mhusaem as
ucht na saroibre a rinne siad thar an da mhi déag
dheireanach agus atd siad {6s ag déanambh le spiorad,

le diograis agus go n-an-éifeachtach.

Bhi obair Bhord an Ard-Mhusaeim go criochnuil,
go spreacuil agus go sar-éifeachtach agus lonnaigh si
an institidd mor le rd seo in it chumhachtach agus i

ag tabhairt aghaidh ar dhushldin na todhchai.

Ar aghaidh leis an obair

Dr John O’Mahony S.C.

Cathaoirleach
31¢ Nollaig 2009



By outlining shortcomings of the National
Museum particularly in regard to storage facilities
and standards and by underlining the Museum’s
need to fully inventorise its extensive collections

in his Report for 2008, the Comptroller and
Auditor General has contributed to a momentous
improvement at the National Museum. While

for many years focussed on buildings and the
creation of exhibitions and visitor facilities at our
four sites which resulted in our attracting over one
million visitors for the first time in 2007, knowingly
we postponed some more immediate domestic
requirements. The C&AG’s Report was brought
before the Public Accounts Committee of D4il
Eireann in July 2008 at which the Secretary General
of the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and
myself made statements and arising from which the

PAC made strong recommendations.

Thanks to the Minister and staff at the Department
of Arts, Sport and Tourism and the Office of Public
Works, 2009 saw the award to the National Museum
of a Collections Resource Centre which will cater
for the Museum’s storage needs in centralised and
accessible safety way long into the future. This

has been the culmination of many years work on
storage requirements and indeed the dream of other
directors and staff over the decades. My profound
thanks to all the colleagues and associates who
helped the Museum achieve this milestone in its
development, particularly our Head of Services
Seamus Lynam, who with the signing of the Lease in
December brought home our new NMI Collections
Resource Centre. Of course, the job has only started
and we now embark hopefully but enthusiastically
to bring the centre to fruition. It won’t be done
overnight. A corner has been turned and I salute my
colleagues for their belief, commitment, restraint

and discipline.

The listing and documentation of the collections

finally got underway in 2009. Managed from the

INTRODUCTION BY THE DIRECTOR,
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

Registration Department a total of 117,500 objects
were validated in 2009.

The principal exhibition success story of the year
was The Dead Zoo at Large- Treasures of the Natural
History Museum in the Riding School, Collins
Barracks. This extremely popular digest of our
Natural History collections properly included a
long overdue preview of the geology collection
which served to remind visitors of the need to
define and address the display of this material at
the National Museum. This material was meant
to have gone on display (along with Ethnography
and Irish History) in the second phase of the
Museum’s development at Collins Barracks as
part of the National Development Plan, though
with the current economic recession this has had
to be postponed. It will however be shovel-ready
for realisation should there be any improvement
in circumstances. Incidentally, the Natural
History Museum exhibition at Collins Barracks
fittingly featured a module on lunar geology

and exploration, in commemoration of the 40t

anniversary of the famous Apollo mission.

Other exhibitions commemorated Count John
Mc Cormack (inaugurated by President Mary

Mc Aleese) at Collins Barracks and Straw, Hay
and Rushes at the National Museum of Ireland -
Country Life. The Education Department put on
a display of a soldiers life in a barrack room and a
pair of exhibitions on Currachs and travel posters

were mounted in Iceland.

I wish to warmly thank Mrs Maureen Haughey and
her family for their generous gift to the National
Museum of the library of the late Charles J.
Haughey and for other items including a bust of

Sean Lemass.

The Museum was proud to have been the

beneficiary of brilliant and painstaking



detective work by the Gardai at Strokestown, Co.
Roscommon and Dublin of an Early Bronze Age
gold lunula and a pair of gold sun discs. If these are
proven to be of the same hoard they will be unique
in archaeological science and of major European
significance. The Irish Antiquities Division also
acquired a 12% century processional cross from
Mahoonagh, Co. Limerick and witnessed the
completion at the year’s end of the Conservation
Laboratory’s programme on the twelve hundred
year old book of Psalms from Faddan More,

Co. Tipperary. This great discovery will feature

in a display now being planned for Kildare St.

My thanks to John Gillis for his dedicated and

innovative work on the Psalter and to the Librarian

of Trinity College, Dublin for allowing us to employ

him in our laboratory for the duration of the

programme.

Jobn McCormack: The life
and times of a famous tenor,
National Museum of

Ireland - Decorative Arts
& History

The year’s end saw the accidental burning of St
Mell’s Cathedral, Longford and the destruction

of the diocesan museum. The National Museum
Conservation and Irish Antiquities Departments
are proud to have been present for the retrieval and

consequent conservation of the relevant treasures.

Patrick F. Wallace
Director
31*t December 2009



REAMHRA O STIURTHOIR,
ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

Chuir an an tArdReachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste le
athrt ollmhoér ag an Ard-Mhusaem tré lochtanna
an Ard-Mhusaeim a imlinit go héirithe maidir le
diseanna storéla agus le caighdedin agus tré béim a
chur ar an gé atd ag an Musaem le fardal a thogéil
go hiomlan ar a chuid bailitchéin fhairsinge

ina Thuarascéil do 2008. Fad is a dhirfomar ar
feadh aldn blianta ar thoirgnimh agus ar chruthu
taispedntas agus ar aiseanna cuairteoiri ag ar
gceithre laithredn, as a thdinig mealladh de nios mé

nd milliun cuairteoir i 2007, chuireamar ar ceal go

comhfiosach roinnt des na riachtanais ti laithreacha.

Cuireadh Tuarascdil an ArdReachtaire Cuntas agus
Ciste faoi bhraid an Choiste um Chuntais Phoibli
de Dhéil Eireann i Ttil 2008 agus ar an céid sin
rinne Ard-Rdnai na Roinne Ealaion, Spoirt agus
Turasbireachta agus mé féin rditis; ag eascairt as sin

rinne an Coiste um Chuntais Phoibli moltai tréana.

De bharr dichill an Aire agus na foirne ag an
Roinn Ealajon, Spéirt agus Turaséireachta agus
Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli agus go hairithe na
hArd-Runaithe, bronnadh Lirionad Achmainne
Bailitichdn i 2009 ar an Ard-Mhusaem a
threastalaionn ar riachtanais stérdla an Mhusaeim
ar bhealach slan ldrnaithe agus inaimsithe go
fada sa todhchai. Sé seo buaic a lan blianta
d’obair ar riachtanais stérala agus ar ndéigh
briongléid a ldn Stitrthéiri agus fostaithe thar

na deichnitir. Gabhaim mo bhuiochas domhain
leis na comhoibrithe agus na comhphairtithe a
chabhraidh leis an Musaem an chloch mhile seo
a bhaint amach ina chuid forbartha, go héirithe
ar gCeannasai Seirbhise Seamus Lynam, a thog
abhaile 4r Lirionad Acmhainni Bailitchin
Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann le siniti an léasa i
Nollaig. Go deimhin nil an job ach tosaithe agus
tugaimid faoi go déchasach agus go fonnmhar an

larionad a thabhairt i gerich. Ni dhéanfar é thar

oiche. Chuamar thar chuinne agus beannaim mo
chuid comhoibrithe de bharr ucht a gereidimh, a

dtiomantais, a sriain agus a smachta.

Chuathas faoi dheireadh thiar thall i mbun
liostaithe agus doiciméadaithe na mbailiichdn
1 2009. Faoi bhainistiocht na Roinne Cléraithe
bailiochtadh 117,500 réad ar iomldn i 2009.

Bé priomhrath taispedntais na bliana nd The

Dead Zoo at Large — Seoda Mbiisaem Stair An

Ditlra sa Scoil Mharcaiochta, Dtn Ui Choilledin.
Chuimsigh an achoimre ar a bhfuil siréileamh
uirthi dar mbailidchdin Stair an Dulra mar ba choéir
réamhthaispedntas den bhailitichan geolaiochta a
bhi go moér thar téarma agus a chuir i gcuimhne

do chuairteoiri an g4 le 1éirit an dbhair seo ag an
Ard-Mhusaem a shainmhinia agus dirit air ddirire.
Bhi an t-dbhar seo le bheith 4 1éiriti (i dteannta

le Eitneagrafaiocht agus Stair na hEireann) i
dtréimhse a d6 d’thorbairt an Mhusaeim ag Dun
Ui Choilledin mar chuid den Phlean Forbartha
Naisitinta, ach bhi orainn é seo a chur siar leis an
meathlu geilleagrach faoi lthair. Beidh sé réidh
afach go sluaisteach le gniomhu ma tharlaionn
feabhsu sna himthosca. Dala an scéil, chuimsigh
taispeantas Mhusaem Stair an Dulra ag Dun Ui
Choilledin go feiliinach modul ar gheolaiocht agus
ar thaiscealaiocht ghealai ag coméradh 14 cothrom

40 bhliain én misean céilitil Apollo.

Chomoraidh taispedntais eile Cunta John Mc
Cormack (a thionscain Uachtarin Méire Mhic
Ghiolla fosa) ag Din Ui Choilledin agus Tif, Féar
agus Luachra ag Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann - Saol
na Tuaithe. Chuir an Rannég Oideachais 1éirid ar
sitl de shaol shaighdiura i seomra beairice agus
coiriodh péire taispedntas ar Churacha agus ar

phéstaeir thaistil san Toslainn.



Ba mhaith liom mo fthiorbhuiochas a ghabhail

le Maureen Bean Ui hEochaidh agus lena clann

as ucht a mbronntanais fhlaithiuil leabharlainne
Chathal J. Ui hEochaidh nach maireann don Ard-
Mhusaem agus as ucht mireanna eile le brdidealbh

Shedn Lemass san direamh.

T4 an Musaem bréduil as leas a bhaint as obair
bhleachtaireachta iontach agus dhicheallach na
nGardai ag Béal na mBuilli, Co. Ros Coméin

agus i mBaile Atha Cliath i leith luanla 6ir na
Cré-umhaoise Luaithe agus péire de dhioscai

o6ra na gréine. Ma cruthoéfar gur 6n dtaisce

chéanna iad beidh siad go huathdil san eolaiocht
sheandélajochta agus de shuntasacht mhér Eorpach.
Fuair Rannég Seaniarsmai Eireann cros mérshuil 6n
12% aois 6 Mhaigh Thamhnach, Co. Luimni freisin
agus d’thianaigh si criochnt chlar na Saotharlainne
Caombhnaithe ar an leabhar Salm atd dh4 chéad
bliain d’aois 6n Fheadin Mér, Co. Thiobrad Arainn
ag deireadh na bliana. Beidh an fhionnachtain
mbhor seo péirteach i léiritl a phleandiltear anois do
Shréid Chill Dara. Mo bhuiochas le John Gillis as
ucht a chuid oibre dilse agus nuélaf ar an tSaltair
agus do Leabharlannai Choldiste na Triondide,
Baile Atha Cliath as ucht é a thabhairt ar iasacht dar

saotharlann ar feadh tréimhse an chlair.

Chonaic deireadh na bliana loscadh tiondisceach
Ardeaglaise Naoimh Mel, An Longfort agus scrios
an mhusaeim dheoise. T4 na ranna Caomhnu
agus Seaniarsmai Eireann bréduil as a bheith taréis
bheith 1 lithair d’aisghabhiil agus do chaomhnu

iarmhartach na gcisti dbhartha.

Patrick F. Wallace
Stiarthéir
31¢ Nollaig 2009



ART AND INDUSTRY
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The Art and Industrial Division is responsible for
over a quarter of a million artefacts reflecting Irish
economic, social, industrial, political and military
history over the last four centuries. In addition the
staff care for collections of Irish, European and
Asian decorative arts, which give an understanding
of oriental design and culture as they relate to

Ireland.

No major exhibitions were undertaken in 2009

but nevertheless it was a busy and productive

year. The first phase of the Furniture Gallery
refurbishment got under way and was virtually
completed by the end of the year. The Way We Wore:
250 Years of Irish Clothing and Jewellery exhibition
had minor improvements carried out and a new
and very substantial case was also purchased for
this exhibition. The exhibition Soldiers and Chiefs:
The Irish at War at Home and Abroad, 1550-2001

was augmented by a maritime section and won the
award for Best Exhibition at the Museum of the Year
Award in June. The only new exhibition was that
devoted to the famous tenor John McCormack,
John McCormack: The life and times of a famous tenor.
This was a small project but proved to be extremely
popular. It was opened in September by President
Mary McAleese. Smaller exhibitions opened during
the year included, partial revamp of The Way We
Wore exhibition; a display of Harry Clarke’s “The
Unhappy Judas® (1913) and contemporary stained
glass by Cork artist Debbie Dawson in What’s In

Store?

Several significant conferences were held. These
were organised in conjunction with our Marketing
and Education Departments. The most important of
these were the Sam Stevenson, War of Independence

and the Albert Bender conferences.

The Inventory project continued as did cataloguing
of recent acquisitions. Numerous researchers,
teachers, students and study groups were facilitated,
across the full range of the divisional collections.
This is an area of work that has been steadily
expanding, as new exhibitions have opened and
more material has become accessible. Lectures,
gallery talks and open days/nights were provided
and staff members contributed to conferences and

seminars at home and abroad.

Significant acquisitions during the year included a
man’s coat by Irish designer, Nicky Wallace, c.1988;
a woman’s suit of orange boucle wool, designed by
Raymond Kenna, 1959; a collection of late 18/
early 19" century Irish glass from Multyfarnham
Friary, Co. Westmeath; Arklow Pottery: 1950s/
early1960s; a letter written by Thomas Ashe while
in Lewes Prison, as well as a number of items
relating to Ashe’s funeral — an Autograph book from
Tintown Camp, the Curragh; Charles Haughey
Military Collection; Horse bones of ‘Dickie Bird’
(horse from Crimean War); Two Colours of the
Liberty Volunteers, 1779; Irish Red Cross Uniform
of Thomas Gogarty, a sergeant in the Louth
Division, ¢.1940; collection of Brigadier Gordon
Harry Gill of Royal Munster Fusiliers; two chairs,
early 1970s, by Gustav Sauter, Kilkenny Design
Workshops and a Breakfast suite (table and four
chairs) Dublin, 1940s.

Some significant purchases were also made during
the year including a Victorian Undress Uniform
of an ADC to the Governor General of Ireland; a
Statement by Hanna Sheehy Skeffington regarding
property taken from her house and from Frank
Sheehy Skeffington’s body, 1916; a watercolour

caricature of competitors, Ballykinlar chess



tournament, 1921; a photograph, P. H. Pearse’s
surrender to General Lowe, 1916; a copper three
gallon measure, Cork, early 19* century; a Neo
Celtic carved wooden box, ¢.1890, based on Lough
Erne shrine; a Mahogany dressing table mirror,
signed Pat Byrne, Wicklow, 1984; Gilt mirror by
John and Edward Booker, Dublin, ¢.1765 and a
pair of gothic revival brass chandeliers from Adare

Manor.

A number of purchases were made through the
NMI/ Craft Council of Ireland joint purchase fund
including a necklace of oxidised silver, gold, and
carnelian beads, by Inga Reed; an 18ct gold, opal
and diamond pendant necklace by Patrick Flood,
goldsmith, c. 2003; a printed cotton furnishing
fabric, 1969, produced by the Jack Lenor Larssen
company, U.S.A., printed with a neoceltic design
inspired by the Book of Durrow; a swatch of glazed
cotton furnishing fabric designed by Sybil Connolly
for Brunschwig & Fils, 1989; works by Michael
Moore, Jack Doherty and Cormac Boydell in
ceramics and work by Karl Harron in glass; a Sonja
Landweer vase and a silver dish by Aidan Breen,

Dublin, chased with views of Collins Barracks.

Divisional staff gave numerous informal tours and
talks to diplomatic staff, heads of organisations,
curators from other museums and specialists in
different fields. Curators spoke on television and
radio on exhibitions and subjects within their
respective areas of expertise. They also sat as judges
and assessors on various committees and judging

panels.
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The Unhappy Judas’ (1913)

by Harry Clarke

11



EALATON AGUS TIONSCAIL
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T4 an Rannog Ealaine agus Tionscail freagrach as
nios mé na ceathrt mhilliun déantan ina bhfuil stair
eacnamaioch, shdisialta, thionsclaioch, pholaititil
agus mhileata na hEireann thar na ceithre aois
dheireanacha le feicedil. Comh maith le sin tugann
an fhoreann aire do bhailitichdin ealaion maisiula
Eireannacha, Eorpacha agus Aiseacha, a thugann

le tuiscint conas a bhaineann an dearadh agus an

cultir oirthearach le hEirinn.

Nior tugadh faoi aon taispeantas mér 1 2009 ach
ba bhliain ghnéthach agus théirgitil { mar sin féin.
Chuathas i mbun an chéid tréimhse d’athfheistia an
Ghealarai Troscdin agus criochnaiodh é nach mér
faoi dheireadh na bliana. Deineadh feabhstchdin
bheaga don taispedntas Mar a Chaitheamar é: 250
Blian d’Eadach agus de Sheodra na hEireann

agus ceannaiodh cds nua an-shubstaintiuil freisin
don taispedntas seo. Méadaiodh an taispedntas
Saighdisiiri agus Taoisigh: Na Gaeil i gCogadh sa Bhaile
agus Thar Lear, 1550-2001 le ranndg mhuiri agus
bhuaigh sé an duais don Taispedntas ab Fhearr ag
na duaiseanna Miisaem na Bliana i Meitheamh.

B’¢ an taispedntas faoin dteanoir cailivil John
McCormack, John McCormack: The life and times of
a famous tenor an t-aon ceann nua. Ba thionscadal
beag é seo ach tharla go raibh duil sirmhér ann.
D’oscail an tUachtaran Maire Mhic Ghiolla fosa é
i Medn Fémbhair. I measc na dtaispeantas nios lu a
osclaiodh i rith na bliana bhi péirtathchéirit den
taispeantas Mar a Chaitheamar é: 250 Blian d’Eadach
agus de Sheodra na bEireann; 1éiria de “The Unhappy
Judas’ le Henry Clarke (1913) and gloine dhaite
chomhaimseartha le ealajontéir Debbie Dawson 6

Chorcaigh i Cad atd sa Stor?

Tionéladh roinnt comhdhélacha suntasacha.
Eagraiodh iad seo i dteannta lendr ranna
Margaiochta agus Oideachais. B’iad na cinn ba
thédbhachtai diobh seo n4 na comhdhélacha Sam

Stevenson, Cogadh na Saoirse agus Albert Bender.

Lean an tionscnadal Fardail ar aghaidh maraon le
catalogt f4l deireanach. Eascaiodh cuid mhaith
taighdeoiri, muinteoiri, mic léinn agus gripai
staidéir thar réimse iomlan na mbailidchin
rannach. Seo limistéar oibre ata taréis leathnu

go rianuil de réir is a d’oscail taispedntais nua

agus d’éirigh nios mo dbhair ar féil. Solathraiodh
léachtanna, cainteanna gailearai agus laethanta /
oicheanta oscailte agus chuir baill den thoireann le

comhdhalacha agus seiminedir i gcéin is i gcongar.

I measc na ngndthaithe suntasacha i rith na bliana
bhi céta thear le dearthéir Eireannach, Nicky
Wallace, c. 1988; culaith éadaigh mni déanta
d’olann ordiste bouclé, a dhearaigh Raymond
Kenna, 1959; bailitichan de ghloine Eireannach as
deireadh na 18"/ tts na 19" haoise 6 Mhainistir
Muilte Faranndin, Co. na hlarmhi; Potaireacht

an Inbhir Mhéir: 1950di / tds na 1960di; litir a
scriobh Thomas Ashe agus é i bPriosun Lewes,
chomh maith le roinnt mireanna a bhain le sochraid
Ashe - leabhar Sinitdchédn 6 Champa Tintown,
Curragh; Bailiichdn Mileata Chathal Ui hEochaidh;
cnamha capaill 6 ‘Dickie Bird’ (capall 6n gCogadh
Criméach); Dh4 Dhath 6 Oglaigh na Saoirse,

1779; Eide Croise Deirge na hEireann le Thomas
Gogarty, séirsint i Ranndg na Lu, c. 1940; bailidchin
Briogaidire Gordon Harry Gill 6 Reisimint Rioga na
Mumhan; dhé chathaoir, tis na 1970di, le Gustav
Sauter, Ceardlanna Dearthoireachta Chill Chainnigh
agus foireann troscdin Bricfeasta (bord agus ceithre
chathaoir) Baile Atha Cliath, 1940di.

Rinneadh roinnt ceannachdn suntasacha freisin

i rith na bliana a chuimsigh Eide Victeoiriach
Dighléasaigh le ADC do Sheanascal Sharstét
Eireann; Raiteas Hanna Sheehy Skeffington maidir
le sealuchas a baineadh dé teach agus 6 chorp Frank
Sheehy Skeffington, 1916; scighphictiur uiscedhatha
d’iomaitheoiri; comértas fichille Bhaile Coinnleora,
1921; grianghraf, géilleadh P. H. Mhic Phiarais don



Ghinearil Lowe, 1916; tomhas copair tri ghalun,
Corcaigh, tus na 19% haoise; bosca adhmaid snoite
Nua-Cheilteach, c. 1890, bunaithe ar shrin Loch
Eirne; scithan chlér maisitichdin Mahagaine, sinithe
ag Pat Byrne, Cill Mhantdin, 1984; scathan éraithe
le John agus Edward Booker, Baile Atha Cliath, c.
1765 agus péire crann solais prais na hAthbheochana
Gotai 6 Mhainéar Ath Dara.

Rinneadh roinnt ceannachén tri chiste
comhcheannachain Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann /
Combhairle Ceardaiochta na hEireann a chuimsigh
muince airgid ocsaidithe, 6ir, agus coirnini
coirnéileacha, le Inga Reed; muince siogairlin

6ir 18ct, 6palach agus diamaint le Patrick Flood,
6rcheardai, c. 2003; éadach troscanaiochta cadais
priontailte, 1969, a thiirg an chomhlacht Jack
Lenor Larssen, U.S.A., priontdilte le dearadh
Nua-Cheilteach faoi spreagadh Leabhair Dhart;
sampla d’éadach troscdnaiochta caddis glonraithe a
dhear Sybil Connolly do Brunschwig & Fils, 1989;
oibreacha le Michael Moore, Jack Doherty agus
Cormac Boydell i gceirmeacht agus oibreacha le Karl
Harron i ngloine; vésa Sonja Landweer agus mias
airgid le Aidan Breen, Baile Atha Cliath, claisithe le
radhairc Dhun Ui Choilledin.

Thug an fhoireann rannach cuid mhaith turasanna
neamhfhoirmiula agus cainteanna d’thostaithe
taighleoireachta, do cheannarai eagraithe,
d’theighlithe 6 Mhusaeim eile agus do speisialt6iri

i réimsi eile. Labhair coimeddaithe ar an dteilifis
agus ar an raidié faoi thaispedntais agus faoi théamai
dar geuid réimsi saineolais. Shuigh siad freisin mar
bhreithimh agus mar mheastindiri ar choisti éagsila

agus ar phainéil bhreithe.
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IRISH ANTIQUITIES
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The Division is responsible for the archaeological
heritage of Ireland. In addition to managing
substantial collections of Ethnographical, Classical
and Egyptian material, the staff control and manage

over two million archaeological objects.

The most important acquisitions were two gold
discs and a gold lunula which were recovered by

the Gardai following a robbery in Strokestown,

Co. Roscommon. Two pieces of unprovenanced
gold ring money, a Romanesque-style crucifix

and a Late Bronze Age hoard from Annagh, Co
Roscommon were also acquired. More routine
acquisitions included a number of stone axe heads,
stone tools of flint and chert, a grinding stone,
saddle quern and rubber stone, cross-inscribed grave
slab, fragment of a masonry arch stone, bog butter,
wooden wheel, wooden spade, brooches, ringed pin,
buckles, possible spear butt, musket balls, stirrup,
sickle, axe heads, punch, pottery, tiles, coins and a
token. A number of ancient burials were reported
however an unusual discovery was two ancient right
feet discovered in the attic of a house in Dublin.

A significant collection of artefacts from Papua
New Guinea (and a collection of rare books) was

donated.

Work took place to modify and improve five
permanent exhibitions (Prebistoric Ireland, Oir -
Ireland’s Gold, Viking Ireland, Medieval Ireland, the
Treasury). New displays incorporated into the
exhibitions included a replica of a medieval sword
from Monasterevin; Mesolithic fish traps from
Clowanstown, Co. Meath, jadeite axes, and crosiers
from Lemanaghan, Co. Offaly. Loans were made
to the Ulster Museum, Belfast; Dublinia and the
Community Hall, Dunboyne, Co. Meath. Existing
loans to Kerry County Museum, Bray Heritage
Centre, Corca Dhuibhne Museum and the Classical
Museum, UCD were renewed. Loan objects were
returned from Cork Public Museum, the Classical
Museum, UCD and the Archaeological Museum,
Stavanger, Norway. Assistance with the acquisition

of archaeological objects found locally was provided

to Kerry County Museum, Waterford Treasures
Museum, Clare County Museum, Galway City
Museum and Tipperary South Riding Museum.
Practical assistance, information and advice was
tendered to Louth County Museum, Waterford
Treasures Museum, Dublinia, Ulster Museum,
Cork Public Museum, Cavan County Museum,
Athlone Castle Museum, Bray Heritage Centre and
the Dublin Wax Museum. The Designated County
Museum Liaison Group met to consider matters of
mutual interest to the National Museum and the

County Museums.

The Irish Antiquities Division undertook fieldwork
in Cos. Roscommon, Longford, Waterford, Dublin,
Cork, Cavan, Meath, Westmeath, Galway, Laois,
and Limerick. Investigations related to the original
discovery of a gold lunula and two gold disks stolen
subsequently in Strokestown, Co. Roscommon.
The find place and discovery circumstances

of a number of finds were investigated such

as a bronze zoomorphic penannular brooch,
Owengallis, Bawnboy, Co Cavan. A bog road at
Cloonshannagh, Co. Roscommon was surveyed
and recorded as were burials (from Moyveela, Co.
Galway and an Early Bronze Age cist burial at
Brackloney, Co. Cavan that contained a crouched

inhumation and a tripartite bowl).

Fieldwork relating to the commercial archaeological
sector included visits to excavation sites, inspection
of post excavation facilities of commercial
archaeological companies and examination of
preferred route options for road schemes. There
was consultation and collaboration in relation

to infrastructural projects with the National
Monuments Service, DOEHLG, NRA, Railway
Procurement Authority, Dublin City Council, Bord
Gais and ESB. The Heritage Council Waterway
Corridor Studies of the Shannon and sections

of the Grand and Royal canals was reviewed.
Underwater archaeological matters dealt with related
mainly to finds from ship wrecks and finds of ship

timbers.



Gold lunula and two gold
discs, Coggalbeg,

Co. Roscommon.

¢. 2200-1800 BC
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The total number of licenses and consents processed
during the year is as follows:

634 Excavation licenses; 53 Dive permits; 91 Metal
detecting consent; 41 Geophysical survey consents; 3
Sonar Survey; 24 Ministerial Consents; 4 Ministerial
Directions; 500 Licenses to Alter and 304 Licenses to

Export.

Preparatory work, such as risk assessment, was
undertaken in relation to the National Collections
Resource Centre in Swords, Co Dublin. Headland
Archaeology Ltd was engaged to report on the
quantity, range and condition of archaeological

finds and archives in the possession of commercial
archaeological companies. ‘Advice Notes for Excavators’
was revised and finalised (on documentation, packing
and deposition of excavated archaeological objects

in National Museum of Ireland). Toxins present in

the Ethnographical collection were reported on and
the collection was assessed for fire risks. Inventories
were made of excavation assemblages and of artefacts
in the Conservation Department facilities in Collins
Barracks and Lanesborough. Divisional staff worked
closely with the Documentation staff engaged

in compiling an inventory of the Kildare Street

collections.

Assistance was provided to An Garda Siochédna in
respect of the theft of antiquities and illegal metal
detecting. Following representations, a collection of
antiquities exported for sale in London, without an
export license, was returned. Files under advisement
from the Chief State Solicitor’s Officer relate to the
medieval Kildare Rent Table and two collections

of metal detected finds. Irish Antiquities Division
officers were members of an Advisory Committee
(and various Working Groups) to the Minister of
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
on the Review of Archaeological Policy and Practice
(and the proposed Amendment and Consolidation of
the National Monuments Act).A detailed review was
undertaken of the operations of the Irish Antiquities
Division, with regards to licensing (Horwath

Consulting Ireland Ltd).

Divisional staff continued to work on the following
research projects Unpublished Burials project;
Faddan More Psalter; Bog Body Project, Iron
Spearheads and Viking Graves Project. A researcher
was contracted to develop a strategy to publish the
Loughcrew and Lough Gara excavations (undertaken

by former Director Joseph Raftery).

Access to the reserve collections and archives was
provided for over 268 researchers and students.
Assistance was provided to external research projects
including INSTAR projects (funded by the Heritage
Council); Discovery Programme; NRA Ballyhanna
Project, National Museums of Scotland (gold find
and faience, jet and related materials project);
Rijksuniversiteit, Groningen, Netherlands. (dating
of Late Bronze Age shields); Sligo Field Club
(archaeological resources for Co. Sligo); Institute of
Advanced Studies (laser scanning of Ogham stones);
Irish Cave Project. 23 interns received training and
17 Transition year Students were accommodated

with work experience placements.

Staff represented the NMI on the Archaeology
Committee of the Royal Irish Academy, Knowth
Publication Steering Group, Excavation Licence
Interview Panel, Bord na M6na Liaison Group,
Archaeology Working Group of the South Dublin
County Heritage Plan (South Dublin County
Council), Louth County Museum Steering
Committee, Council of the Discovery Programme,
Board of NMI (staff member), Advisory Committee
to the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government on the Review of Archaeological

Policy and Practice (and Working Groups).

Staff responded to a wide range of queries, lectured
widely at conferences, third level colleges, and

to local societies throughout the country. Staff
attended various training courses, seminars and
conferences and published a number of papers on

aspects of the collections.



SEANIARSMAI EIREANN

T4 an Ranndg freagrach as oidhreacht
sheandalaiochta na Eireann. Comh maith le
bailitichdin shubstaintitla d’abhar Eitneagrafaioch,
Clasaiceach agus Eigipteach a bhainistid, riarann
agus bainistionn an thoireann nios mé né dhé

mhillitn réad seandalaiochta.

B’iad na félacha ba thibhachtai nd dhéd dhiosca 6ir
agus luanla 6ir a fuair na Gardaf ar ais taréis robala i
mBéal na mBuilli, Co. Ros Comadin. Fuarthas freisin
dhé phiosa d’airgead finne 6ir nach bhfiostar

car as iad, cros chéasta den stil Rémhdanuil agus
taisce na Cré-umhaoise Déanai 6 Annagh, Co. Ros
Comiin. Chuimsigh filacha nios gndtha lion de
chinn tua cloiche, uirlisi cloiche as breochloch agus
seirt, cloch mheilte, bré dhiallaite agus cloch rubair,
leac uaighe chrosghreanta, blogh de chloch stua
shaoirseachta, im portaigh, roth adhmaid, sluasaid
adhmaid, brdisti, biordn fainneach, buclai, bos sle4
théideartha, liathréidi muscaeid, stiordip, corrén,
cinn tua, puins, potaireacht, tileanna, boinn agus
éarlais. Tuairisciodh roinnt adhlacthai 4rsa, ach
fionnachtain neamhghnéch afach ab ea dhé chos
4rsa ar dheis in 4iléar theach i mBaile Atha Cliath.
Deonadh bailidchdn suntasach de dhéantdin 6
Nua-Ghuine Phapua (agus bailiichin de leabhair

uathula.

Deineadh obair chun cuig thaispedntas seasamhach
a mhodhnt agus a theabhst (Eire na Réambstaire,
Or- Or na hEireann, Eire in aimsir na Lochlannach, Eire
na Mednaoise 1150-1550, An Seodlann). Chuimsigh
léirithe nua a d’ionchorpraiodh sna taispedntais
macasambhail de chlaiomh mhednaoiseach 6
Mhainistir Eimhin; gaisti éisc Méisiliteach 6

Bhaile Ui Chlumhain, Co. na Mi; tuanna séidite,
agus bachalla ¢ Liath Manchdin, Co. Uibh Fhaili.
Tugadh iasachtai do Mhisaem Ulaidh, Béal Feirste;
Dublinia agua Halla Pobail, Dtin Buinne, Co. na
Mi. Athnuadh iasachtai ldithreacha do Mhuisaem
Contae Chiarrai, do Larionad Oidhreachta Bhré,

do Mhusaem Corca Dhuibhne agus don Mhusaem
Clasaiceach, UCD. Tugadh ar ais réada iasachta 6
Mhusaem Poibli Chorcai, 6n Mhuisaem Clasaiceach,
UCD agus 6n Mhusaem Seandélaiochta, Stavanger,
an lorua. Cuireadh cabhair ar fail le gn6thu réad
seandélaiochta a aimsiodh go héititil do Mhtsaem

Contae Chiarrai, do Mhusaem Cisti Port Lairge, do

Mhusaem Contae an Chlair, do Mhuisaem Contae
na Gaillimhe agus do Mhtsaem Tiobraid Arann,
an Trian Theas. Tugadh cabhair phraiticitil, eolas
agus comhairle do Mhtsaem Contae na Ly, do
Mhusaem Cisti Port Lairge, Dublinia, do Mhusaem
Ulaidh, do Mhuisaem Poibli Chorcai, do Mhusaem
Contae an Chabhéin, do Mhisaem Caislen Atha
Luain, do Lirionad Oidhreachta Bhré agus do
Chéirmhiisaem Atha Cliath. Théinig an Grépa
Ainmnithe d’Idirchaidreamh Musaem Contae le
chéile chun ceisteanna abhdr leasa thrithphairtigh
an Ard-mhusaeim agus na Musaem Contae a
bhreithnit.

Chuaigh an Rannég Seaniarsmai Eireann i mbun
oibre allamuigh i gContae Ros Comadin, Longfort,
Phort Lairge, Atha Cliath, Chorcai, an Chabhdin, na
Mi, na hlarmhi, na Gaillimhe, Laois, agus Luimni.
Bhain fiosruithe le fionnachtain bhunaidh luanla
6ir agus dhé dhiosca 6ir a goideadh ina dhiaidh sin

1 mBéal na mBuilli, Co. Ros Comain. Deineadh
fiosru ar it aimsithe agus imthosca fionnachtana de
lion d’fhilta mar bhroiste cré-umha miolchruthach
neasfhdinneach, Owengallis, An Bébun Bui, Co. an
Chabhiin. Deineadh suirbhé agus taifead ar bhothar
portaigh ag Cluain Sionnach, Co. Ros Comdin
maraon le adhlacthai (6 Mhaigh Mhaola, Co. na
Gaillimhe agus adhlacadh ciste na Cré-umhaoise
Luaithe ag Brackloney, Co. an Chabhdin ina raibh
cur cromtha agus babhla triphairteach).

Chuimsigh obair allamuigh a bhain leis an réimse
trachtala seandélaiochta cuairteanna chuig laithredin
thocailte, initichadh ar diseanna iarthocailte de
chomhlachtai trachtala seandélaiochta agus scrudu
de roghanna bealaigh is dealraithi do scéimeanna
béthair. Tharla comhairlitichdin agus comhoibria
maidir le tionscadail bhonneagair leis an tSeirbhis
Séadcomharthai Naisitinta, an Roinn Combhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aitiil, NRA, leis

an nGniomhaireacht um Sholathar Iarnréd,
Comhairle Chathair Atha Cliath, Bord Gais agus
ESB. Deineadh athbhreithnit ar Staidéir Chonaire
Uiscebhealaigh na Comhairle Oidhreachta agus
teascdin den Chandil Mhor agus den Chanail
Rioga. Bhain na ceisteanna seandélaiochta a tugadh
faoi le aimsithe 6 longbhriseachta agus le aimsithe

d’adhmaid loinge den chuid is mé.
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Sé lion iomlan na gceadunas agus na gceadanna a
bproisedladh i rith na bliana né a leanas:

634 Ceadunas tochailte; 53 Cead tumtha; 91 Cead
Braiteach Miotail; 41 Cead suirbhé geoifisiceach;
3 Shuirbhé sondra; 24 Cead Airi; 4 Threoir Airi;
500 Ceadunas chun Athra agus 304 Ceadunas

Easpértéla.

Tugadh faoi obair ullmhtchédin mar mheastind
riosca maidir leis an Lirionad Acmhainne
Bailitchan Naisitnta i Sord, Co. Atha Cliath.
Ceapadh Headland Archaeology Ltd. chun
tuairiscid ar mhéad, ar réimse agus ar staid na
n-aimsithe seandélaiochta agus na cartlainne i
sheilbh comhlachtai trichtala seandalaiochta.
Athcheartaiodh agus criochnaiodh ‘Nétai
Combairle do Thochaltéir?’ (ar dhoiciméadu, ar
phacail agus ar leagadh sios réad seandélaiochta
tochailte in Ard-Mhuisaem na hEireann).
Tuairisciodh tocsain a bhi sa bhailiichin
Eitneagrafaioch agus rinneadh meastind ar an
mbailitchdn do bhaol 6 dhéitedn. Deineadh
fardail de chéimedlacha tochailte agus de
dhéantdin in diseanna na Ranndige Caomhnaithe
i nDun Ui Choilledin agus i mBéthar Bhéal
Atha Liag. Bhi foireann na ranndige ag obair go
dluth le foireann an Doiciméadtchain i bhfardal
bailiichén Shraid Chill Dara a thiomsu.

Tugadh cabhair don Gharda Siochdna madair le
goid na seaniarsmai agus leis an mbrath miotail
midhleathach. Mar thoradh ar uirill, tugadh ar
ais bailitichan de sheaniarsmai a easpé6rtédladh

le diol i Londain gan ceadtnas easp6rtala.
Baineann combhaid 4té le breithnit 6 Oifig an
Phriomh-Aturnae Stait le Bord Ciosa Chill

Dara mednaoiseach agus le dha bhailiuchan
d’aimsithe braithe le miotal. Ba bhaill iad
oifigigh na Ranndige Seaniarsmai Eireann de
Choiste Combhairleach (agus de Ghrupai Oibre
éagsila) don Aire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus
Rialtais Aititil ar Athbhreithnit Pholasai agus
Chleachtas Seandalaiochta (agus Leasu beartaithe
agus Comhdhlithd an Achta Séadchomharthai
Ndisitinta). Chuathas i mbun mionathbhreithnithe
d’oibriochtai na Rannéige Seaniarsmai Eireann
maidir le ceadinu (Horwath Consulting Ireland
Ltd.).

Lean foireann an rannoige ag obair ar na tionscadail
taighde seo a leanas: tionscadal Adhlacthai
Neambhfthoilsithe; Saltrair an Fheadiin Mhéir;
Tionscadal Chorp Portaigh, Cinn Shled Iarainn agus
Tionscadal Uaigheanna Lochlannacha. Ceapadh
taighdeoir ar chonradh chun straitéis a thorbairt
d’thonn na tochailti Loch Craoibhe agus Loch Ui
Ghadhra a thoilsiu (a rinne an t-Iarstitirthoir Joseph
Raftery).

Cuireadh ar fail rochtain ar na bailitichdin ctltacha
agus ar an chartlann do nios mé né 268 taighdeoir
agus mac léinn. Tugadh cabhair do thionscadail
taighde eachtracha a chuimsigh tionscadail INSTAR
(maoinithe ag an gCombhairle Oidhreachta); Clar
Fionnachtana; Tionscadal NRA Bhaile Sheanaidh,
Ard-Mhtsaeim na hAlban (fionnachtain 6ir agus
faensa, tionscadal gainge agus dbhar gaolmhar);
Rijksuniversiteit, Groningen, an Isiltir (datd sciath
na Cré-umhaoise Déanai); Club Machaire Shligigh
(acmhainni seandélaiochta do Cho. Shligigh);
Institiid na nArdléann (scanadh léasair de chlocha
Ogham); Tionscadal Pluaise Eireannai. Fuair 23
intéarnach traendil agus freastalaiodh ar 17 Dhalta

na hldirbliana le socriichdin taithi oibre.

Rinne an fhoireann ionadaiocht d’Ard-Mhuisaem na
hEireann ar an gCoiste Seandalaiochta, Acadamh
Rioga na hEireann, Griipa Stitirtha Fhoilseachan
Chnémbha; Painéal Agallaimh Ceadunais Tochailte;
Grupa Idirchaidrimh Bhord na Ména; Gripa
Oibre Seandalajochta Phlean Oidhreachta Chontae
Atha Cliath Theas (Comhairle Chontae Atha
Cliath Theas); Coiste Stitirtha Mhusaem Contae
na L4; Combhairle an Chlair Fhionnachtana, Bord
Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann (ball na foirne), Coiste
Combhairleach don Aire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta
agus Rialtais Aitivil ar Athbhreithnit Polasai agus
Cleachtais Seandalaiochta (agus Grupai Oibre).

D’threagair an fthoireann do réimse leathan de
cheisteanna, thug siad 1éachtai go fairsing ag
comhdhiélacha, ag colaisti triti leibhéil, agus do
chumainn aitidla ar fud na tire. D’fhreastail an
fhoireann ar chursai traendla éagstla, ar sheiminedir
agus ar chomhdhélacha agus d’thoilsigh siad roinnt

phdipéar ar ghnéithe des na bailiachdin.



IRISH FOLKLIFE

The Irish Folklife Division manages the national
collections of objects representing Irish traditional
life in the period principally between the Great
Famine and the immediate aftermath of the Second
World War. The Division is based in the National
Museum of Ireland - Country Life at Turlough Park
House, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.

2009 was a very busy year for the Division,
particularly in the area of exhibitions. The
exhibition, Planet Earth: Our Place in Space, mounted
by the Natural History Division with input from the
Irish Folklife Division, opened in November 2008
and continued into March 2009. The Moylough
Belt Shrine, on loan from the Irish Antiquities
Division continued on display. The Division’s
principal temporary exhibition for the year was
Straw, Hay and Rushes which opened in June. The
exhibition focused on the great ingenuity of people
in using everyday materials to make objects for use
about the house and farm. In July, an exhibition of
the work of artist and wood-turner Liam O’Neill
opened in the gardens of Turlough Park House;

it ran until November 2009. In December, the
Division again mounted a small exhibition of
objects associated with the traditions of Christmas.
A small programme of refurbishment of the
Country Furniture exhibition in Collins Barracks
was undertaken; this will be completed in 2010.
Some refurbishment of the agriculture display

in the main exhibition in Turlough Park was also
undertaken. In September, the Charles J. Haughey
Library was officially opened in Turlough Park

House.

Forces for Change, an element of the National
Museum of Ireland - Country Life’s permanent
exhibition, was demounted; it was seen to be in
need of reconsideration and redesign. The removal
of this exhibition allowed the refurbishment of
Level D, and Straw, Hay and Rushes was installed
there.

Further exhibitions developed by the Division
were mounted in venues other than the National
Museum of Ireland - Country Life. Come Back to

Erin: Irish travel posters of the twentieth century was

displayed at the National Museum of Ireland -
Decorative Arts and History, Collins Barracks; Down
Memory Lane: Childhood in the 1950s was displayed

at Fermanagh County Museum and in October

and November, an exhibition on Currachs and the
exhibition, Come Back to Erin: Irish travel posters of the
twentieth century, were displayed at Kopavogur Art

Museum, Iceland.

Some 127 new objects were added to the Folklife
collections during the year. Among the more
important objects added were additional travel
posters; a fine, sliver-gilt chalice and paten donated
by Margaret Haughey; personal grooming objects
from Susan Polden; a cutlery set donated by Patrick
Boyle and music-related objects from Margaret

McEneany.

In terms of collections care, a major step forward
was taken with the replacement of the ultra-violet
screen on the windows of the Museum Galleries and
the provision of U-V screening to the Link Corridor.
Continued progress was made at the Division’s store
in Daingean, where one of the Division’s curators
and a Technical Assistant are based. Significant
progress has been made on the inventory of the
Collection in both Turlough Park and Daingean.
Preparatory work for the transfer of the Collection
in Daingean to the National Museum’s new
Collections Resource Centre in Swords, Co. Dublin,
is in progress. Some of the smaller items in the
Collection were transferred to Turlough Park during

the year.

In other activities, a research project to identify
and document the Folklife Ceramics collection got

underway in November and will continue into 2010.

In addition, staff gave lectures to extra-mural
university courses and to local societies as well as
taking part in radio and television broadcasts, in

Ireland and abroad.
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SAOL TiRE EIREANN

Bainistionn an Rannég Saol Tire Eireann na
bailitchdin ndisiunta de réada a léirionn saol
traidisitinta na hEireann sa tréimhse go priomha
idir an Gorta Mér agus an t-am direach i ndiaidh
an Dara Chogaidh Domhanda. T4 an Rannég
lonnaithe in Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann - Saol
na Tuaithe i dTeach Péirc Thurlaigh, Caisledn an
Bharraigh, Co. Mhaigh Eo.

Ba bhliain an-ghnéthach { 2009 don Ranndg,

go hdirithe maidir le taispedntais. D’oscail an
taispeantas An Dombain: Ar Suiomh sa Spds, cbirithe
ag Ranndg Stair an Dulra le ionchur én Ranndg
Saol Tire, i Samhain 2008 agus lean sé ar aghaidh
isteach go Marta 2009. Lean Scrin-Creasa Mhaigh
Locha, ar iasacht 6 Ranndg Seaniarsmai Eireann

ar taispedint. B’é priomhthaispedntas sealadach na
Rannoéige don bhliain nd 7ui, Féar agns Luachra

a d’oscail i Meitheamh. Dhirigh an taispeantas

ar sheiftiulacht mhér na ndaoine in usdid dbhar
coitianta chun réada a dhéanamh ar fud an ti

agus ar fud na feirme. D’oscail taispedntas obair

an ealaiontdra agus an deilead6ra adhmaid Liam
O’Neill i mi Iail i ngairdini Theach Péirc Thurlaigh;
lean sé ar aghaidh go Samhain 2009. I mi Nollag
chéirigh an Ranndg aris taispedntas beag de réada
comhcheangailte le traidisidin na Nollag. Chuathas
faoi chlar beag athfheistithe thaispedntas Troscan
na Tuaithe 1 nDun Ui Choilledin; criochnéfar é

seo 12010. Chuathas faoi athfheistiu dirithe den
léiriti talmhaiochta sa phriomhthaispeantas i bPairc
Thurlaigh freisin. Osclaiodh Leabharlann Chathal
J. Ui hEochaidh go hoifigidil i Medn Fhombhair i
dTeach Péirc Thurlaigh.

fosluchtadh Férsaf ar son Athraithe, eilimint i
dtaispedntas seasamach Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann
- Saol na Tuaithe; cheapthas go raibh gé len é a
athbhreithnid agus a athdhearadh. D’éascaigh baint
an taispedntais seo athfheistiti Leibhéil D, agus

suitedladh 7ui, Féar agns Luachra ann.

Coiriodh taispeantais eile a d’thorbair an Ranndg

in ionaid seachas Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann — Saol

Straw, Hay and Rushes,
National Museum of
Ireland - Country Life

na Tuaithe. Léiciodh Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstacir taistil
na 20 aoise ag Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann - na
hEalajona Maisiula agus Stair, Din Ui Choilledin;
\éiriodh Sios Béithrin na Smaointe — An Oige sna
1950idi i Mhtsaem Contae Fhear Manach agus

i nDeireadh Fémhair agus Samhain léiriodh
taispeantas ar Churacha agus an taispeantas Filleadh
ar Eirinn: péstacir taistil na 20° aoise i Mhusaem

Ealaine Kopavogur, an foslainn.

Cuireadh thart ar 127 réad nua le bailitchdin an
tSaoil Tire i rith na bliana. Chuimsigh na réada
nios tibhachtai pdstaeir thaistil bhreise; cailis bhred
airgid Sraithe agus paiteana a bhronn Margaret
Haughey; réada grimaeireachta pearsanta ¢ Susan
Polden; foireann sceanra a bhronn Patrick Boyle

agus réada gaolmhara le ceol 6 Margaret McEneany.

Maidir le ctiram na mbailiuchén té6gadh
priomhchéim ar aghaidh le malartd an scathldin
ultraivialait ar thuinneoga Gailearaithe an
Mhusaeim agus solathar criathraithe U-V don
Phasaiste Naisc. Leanadh ar aghaidh leis an dul
chun cinn ag stér na Ranndige sa Daingean, dit a
bhfuil ceann de choimeéddaithe na Ranndige agus
Cuntdir Teicnidil lonnaithe. T4 dul chun cinn
suntasach déanta ar fhardal an Bhailidchéin i bPéirc
Thurlaigh agus sa Daingean. T4 obair ullmhtchain
ar siul d’aistriti an Bhailitichdin sa Daingean go

dti Larionad Achmainne Bailidchédn nua an Ard-
Mhisaeim i Sord, Co. Atha Cliath. Aistriodh roinnt
des na mireanna nios 1t sa Bhailitichédn go dti Pairc

Thurlaigh i rith na bliana.

Maidir le gniomhaiochtai eile chuathas i mbun
tionscadail taighde i Samhain chun an bailitichdn
Ceirmeachta Saol Tire a aithint agus a dhoiciméadu

agus leanfaidh sé ar aghaidh isteach 1 2010.

I dteannta sin thug an fhoireann léachtai do chursai
ollscoile seachtracha agus do chumainn éitiula
chomh maith le pairt a ghlacadh i gcraoltai raidi6

agus teilifise 1 gcéin is 1 geongar.
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NATURAL HISTORY

The Dead Zoo at Large

- Treasures of the Natural
History Musenm, National
Museum of Ireland -
Decorative Arts & History
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The Natural History Museum remained closed to
the public in 2009 while staff continued to work
behind the scenes. A catalogue of all exhibits and
the collections stored in the building was completed
by the end of the year. The Office of Public Works
carried out a safety audit and commenced basic
improvements in terms of visitor safety and access
in preparation for opening the building to the
public in 2010. These include a wheelchair access
ramp to ground floor, disabled access toilet, safety
netting for glass ceilings, a fire safety upgrade and

the restoration of the stone staircase. Works also

covered improvements for the collections, with
better artificial lighting of the ground floor and
screening of daylight to eliminate ultra violet light
which fades museum specimens. Designs were
agreed for a dedicated education space for hands-on

activities and organised events.

The Riding School at Collins Barracks was made
available in 2009 for temporary exhibition of parts
of the Natural History collections. The exhibition
The Dead Zoo at Large - Treasures of the Natural History
Museum opened at the end of April. The core of the



Dead Zoo gallery was taken directly from exhibits in
the Natural History Museum but had a number of
additions from collections not normally on view.
These included Planet Earth: Our Place in Space which
was moved from the National Museum of Ireland

- Country Life where it ran from November 2008
to March 2009. The exhibition was the Museum’s
contribution to International Year of Astronomy and
marked the 40 anniversary of the first manned
Moon landings in 1969. A programme of meteorite
lectures and handling sessions ran through the year.
A set of six posters on ice age animals was designed
by the Museum and issued in April by the Irish
Daily Mail to 50,000 readers a day over a period of a
week to coincide with the opening of the Dead Zoo

gallery.

The Dead Zoo gallery allowed a style of exhibition
far more varied than the traditional 19 century
approach at the Natural History Museum. The
gallery space included a hands-on area and a
separate Discovery Den staffed by the Education
Department as well as an open space for self-
directed learning, kitted out with web access and

a library. A section of the Dead Zoo gallery was
dedicated to an exhibition on evolution to mark
the 150 anniversary of Darwin’s book ‘On The
Origin Of Species’ a first edition copy of which was
acquired on loan. This exhibition was accompanied
by a one-day seminar on Discovering Darwin.

The anniversary was also marked by a conference
on Irish mammals, held in Waterford Institute of

Technology attended by 120 people.

The stores building saw continued improvements,
with three rooms refurbished to facilitate projects
to re-house collections of animal bones and fossil
plants. The building also experienced upgrades in
IT facilities and fire detection systems. Work on
collections included a continuation of the cleaning
and restoration of taxidermy from exhibition

areas. Most mammals have been completed and
work is now concentrated on the bird exhibits.
Curation of geological collections was concentrated

on improving accessibility of minerals and the

development of rock, mineral and fossil handling

collections for education and outreach.

Curation of the insect collections continued,
organising the large collection of Irish and British
leathoppers, froghoppers and related groups
(Hemiptera). This type of work involves putting
new pins into the dried insect specimens as older
materials are seldom satisfactory for long term
storage. New acquisitions are incorporated and
specimens sent to various international experts
for identification to species level. The gall-mite
and gall-midge collection was built up in recent
years and is now housed in sixty drawers in new
cabinets. Research continued on the Irish insect
fauna, including the preparation of national
checklists of several major groups e.g. the true
bugs with particular emphasis on the Heteroptera
(Hemiptera) and the scale-insects (Coccoidea).
An Irish checklist of the Hymenoptera (bees,
wasps and ants) was published and includes 3194
species. Volume 1 of the World Catalogue of
Chironomidae was completed and published.
Work has commenced on part 2. Descriptions of
34 new species and genera were described during
the year. This number included three species
new to science discovered in Ireland. In total, 31
scientific publications appeared including two

major books.

In addition to their scientific publications, staff
contributed to the production and management
of the Bulletin of the Irish Biogeographical Society, Irish
Journal of Earth Sciences, Irish Naturalists Journal,
Earth Science Ireland, The Geological Curator, Journal
and Newsletter of the Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland,
Irish Speleology, also publications and the website of

the Irish Museums Association.

A public awareness programme for geology in
schools GEOSCHOL was completed with the
production and distribution of a number of
information packs and products. This project was
a partnership with colleagues in Trinity College
Dublin and the Ulster Museum.
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STAIR AN DULRA
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D’than Musaem Stair an Dulra dunta don phobal i
2009 fad a lean an fthoireann ag obair ar an geulrdid.
Criochnaiodh catalég des na taispedntais agus na
bailiichdin uilig atd stéréilte san thoirgneamh faoi
dheireadh na bliana. Rinne Oifig na nOibreacha
Poibli iniuchadh sibhdilteachta agus thosaigh si

ar bhunfheabhstchén 6 thaobh sdbhailteachta
cuairteoiri de agus rochtana ag ullmhu d’oscailt an
thoirgnimh don phobal i 2010. Cuimsionn iad seo
rampa rochtana do chathaoireacha rothai go dti urlér
na taldn, leithreas le bealach isteach do dhaoine
michumasacha, liontdn sabhdilteachta do shileail
ghloine, nuashonru sibhéilteachta 6 dhditean agus
athchoirit an staighre cloiche. Chlidaigh oibreacha
freisin feabhstichdin dos na bailitichain, le soilsia
saorga urldr na taltn nios fearr agus scagadh sholas
an lae chun deireadh a chur le solas ultraivialait a
thréigeann eaiseamlairi an Mhusaeim. Socraiodh

ar dhearaidh do spas oideachais tiomnaithe do
ghniomhaiochtai teagmhalacha agus d’eachtrai

eagraithe.

Cuireadh le féil an Scoil Mharcajochta ag Dun

Ui Choilledin i 2009 do thaispedntas sealadach de
phéirteanna bailiuchén Stair an Dulra. D’oscail an
taispeantas The Dead Zoo at Large — Seoda Mhbiisaem
Stair An Diilra ag deireadh Aibredin. Baineadh
croileacdn an ghailearai Dead Zoo go direach 6
thaispedntdin i Mhusaem Stair an Dilra ach bhi
roinnt breiseanna aige é bhailitichdin nach bhfuil
le feicedil de ghnath. Chuimsigh siad An Dombain:
Ar Sutomh sa Spds a bogadh 6 Ard-Mhusaem

na hEireann - Saol na Tuaithe, it a rith sé 6
Samhain 2008 go Mérta 2009. B’¢ an taispedntas
seo cion an Mhusaeim do Bbliain Idirndisiinta

na Réalteolaiochta agus shonraidh sé coméradh 40
bliana 6 chéadtuirlingti le foireann ar an nGealach
11969. Rith clér léachtanna dreigite agus seisitin
ldimhsedla ar fud na bliana. Dhearaigh an Musaem
sraith de sé phostaer ar ainmhithe na hOighearaoise

agus d’eisigh an Irish Daily Mail iad in Aibrean do

50,000 léitheoir thar seachtaine chun comhtharlt le

oscailt an ghailearai Dead Zoo.

D’éascaigh an gailearai Dead Zoo stil thaispedntais

i bhfad nios éagstla né cur chuige traidisiunta na
19 haoise ag Musaem Stair an Dtlra. Chuimsigh
spas an ghailearai lathair teagmhalach agus
Prochég Fhionnachtana leis an thoireann 6n
Ranndg Oideachais chomh maith le spas oscailte
d’fhoghlaim féinstitrtha, feistithe le rochtain
gréasiin agus leabharlann. Bhi cuid den ghailearai
Dead Zoo tiomnaithe do thaispedntas ar an éavléid
chun an cothrom 150 bliana de leabhar Darwin
‘On The Origin Of Species’ a shonrd, agus fuarthas
c6ip da chéad eagrdin ar iasacht. In éineacht leis an
dtaispedntas seo bhi seiminear aon 14 ar Discovering
Darwin. Sonraiodh an cothrom bliana freisin le
comhdhail ar mhamaigh Eireannacha a tionéladh
in Institid Teicneolaiochta Phort Lairge agus ar a
threastail 120 duine.

Chonaic foirgneamh na stdr feabhsachdin
leantnacha, le tri sheomra athfheistithe chun
tionscadail d’athlonnu bailiichan cndmh
ainmhithe agus plandai iontaise a éascu. Bhraith
an foirgneambh freisin nuashonraithe in diseanna IT
agus 1 gcorais braite dditedin. Chuimsigh obair ar na
bailiuchdin leandint le glanadh agus le athchéiriu
seitheaddireachta ¢ laithreacha taispedntais. T4 an
chuid is mé6 des na mamaigh criochnaithe agus t4
an obair comhchrinnithe anois ar na taispeantdin
éin. Bhi coimeddaiocht na mbailitichdn geolaiochta
comhchrinnithe ar rochtain ar mhianrai a fheabhst
agus ar fhorbairt bailitichdn ldimhseala carraige,
mianra agus iontaise d’oideachas agus d’thor-

rochtain.

Lean coimeéddaiocht na mbailidchan feithidi ar
aghaidh, ag eagru bailitichdn moér de chuileoga
dhuille Eireannacha agus Briotanacha, miolta

seile cuaiche agus grapai gaolmhara (Hemiptera).



Sé atd i geeist sa chinéal seo oibre nd biordin nua
a chur isteach sna heiseamldiri feithidi tirime

mar is annamh a bhionn na habhair nios sine
sasuil do stordil fadtéarmach. loncorpraitear falta
nua agus seoltar eiseamldiri do shaineolaithe
idirndisiunta éagsula d’thonn aithinte do leibhéal
speicis. Cuireadh le bailiichdn na galthineoige
agus na galmhioltdige sna blianta deireanacha
agus ta sé lonnaithe anois i seasca tharraicedn i
gcaibinéid nua. Lean an taighde ar aghaidh ar
fhana feithide Eireannai, le ullmhuchan seicliostai
naisiunta de chuid mhaith phriomhghrapai san
aireamh, m.sh. na fridi le béim faoi leith ar an
Heteroptera (Hemiptera) agus na feithidi gainneacha
(Coccoidea). Foilsiodh seicliosta Eireannach den
Hymenoptera (beacha, foichi agus seangdin) agus
cuimsionn sé 3194 speiceas. Criochnaiodh agus
foilsiodh Imleabhar 1 de Chatalég Domhanda
Chironomidae. T4 an obair tosaithe ar chuid 2.
Cuireadh sios ar 34 speiceas nua agus géineas

i rith na bliana. Chuimsigh an uimbhir seo tri
speiceas nua don eolafocht a fionnadh in Eirinn.
Laithrigh 31 foilseachdn eolajoch ar iomlan le dha

phriomhleabhar san direamh..

Chomh maith lena bhfoilseachdin eolaiochta, chuir
an fhoireann le tdirgeadh agus le bainistiocht Bulletin
of the Irish Biogeographical Society, Irish Journal of Earth
Sciences, Irish Naturalists Journal, Earth Science Ireland,
The Geological Curator, Journal and Newsletter of the
Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland, Irish Speleology,
freisin foilseachdin agus ldithredin gréasdin

Chumann Musaem na hEireann.

Criochnaiodh clir feasachta poibli don gheolaiocht
i scoileanna GEOSCHOL le tdirgeadh agus

le scaipeadh roinnt paca eolais agus tiirgi. Ba
chomhphiirtiocht an tionscadal seo le comhoibrithe
i gColaiste na Triondide Bhaile Atha Cliath agus le
Misaem Ulaidh.
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CONSERVATION
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The work programme for the Conservation
Department was largely orientated towards
preparation for the future in 2009. While the
number of exhibitions opened was comparatively
small, work was largely aimed towards projects due

to come to fruition in 2010 and beyond.

Remedial conservation for 2009 was largely
orientated towards eliminating the backlog of
archaeological objects awaiting conservation,
including the Roanstown Hoard which was
completed, coupled with working on material for
major exhibitions in 2010 and beyond. Substantial
input was made to the Folklife exhibition - Straw,
Hay and Rushes and particularly to The Dead Zoo

at Large- Treasures of the Natural History Museum
exhibition in the Riding School, Collins Barracks for
which all the historic cases were conserved (many
having been taken from the exhibition galleries at

Kildare Street 30 years ago).

The most significant projects for the year were the
continuing conservation of the Faddan More Psalter
and the Asgard. The work separating the individual
leaves of the Faddan More Psalter, cleaning them
and drying them out was completed and a housing
system was designed for them. The cover was

also fully conserved with its investigation due to

be completed early in 2010. Work on the Asgard
continued on schedule, with the completion of the

major structural work to the vessel’s hull.

The programme to systematically upgrade specimens
from the displays of the Natural History Museum
continued, with large quantities of material being
sent for conservation in the private sector, and
towards the end of the year the department became
involved in the plans for the reopening of the

Natural History Museum.

Huge progress continued to be made in clearing the
60 year backlog of waterlogged wood conservation
with the facility at Lanesborough, Co Roscommon.
The large (6.5m) freeze drier continued to have a
major output, such that around 85% of the backlog
material had been treated by the end of the year.

Towards the end of the year, preparations began
on Phase I of the redisplay of the Period Furniture
Gallery. This involved substantial work to pieces
from the 20" Century furniture collections, which
had been inappropriately stored in Daingean, Co.

Offaly in the past.

The preventive conservation work for 2009 was
largely a combination of continuing projects to
upgrade the condition of selected entire collections
around the Museum, coupled with continuous
monitoring of the various museum environments.
Projects to systematically upgrade the condition

of entire collections included work on the Period
Furniture Collection, and ceramics and glass from
the Art and Industry collection. A programme also
took place of systematically upgrading the condition
of the entire collection of Irish Giant Deer in the
Natural History Collections and improving its

storage, which was completed.

The single most major project for the Museum in
2010 will be the acquisition of the new Collections
Resource Centre in Swords. In 2009, members of
the Conservation Department were very heavily
involved in drawing up plans for the space and
working with the Office of Public Works to ensure
that the environmental needs of the collections
will be met when they are transferred to the new

location.

A number of loans took place during the course of
the year, varying in scale from the transfer of the
Moylough Belt Shrine to Turlough Park to the loan
of two exhibitions (Currachs and Travel Posters) to a

venue in Iceland.

The programme of freezing objects from around
the museum to treat suspected insect infestation
continued, as did continuous environmental
monitoring which took place on all National

Museum sites where collections are housed.

The regular programme of public tours of the

Department continued.



Detail of Psalter, Faddan
More, Co. Tipperary
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Bhi an cldr oibre don Roinn Chaobhnaithe

dirithe cuid mhaith ar ullmhidchén don todhchai
12009. Fad is ba bheag é lion na dtaispedntas

go compardideach, bhi an obair ceaptha ar an
mhorchéir chun tionscadail atd chun teacht i gerich

12010 agus thairis sin.

Bhi caomhnt feabhais do 2009 dirithe ar an
mhérchoir ar deireadh a chur le riardiste na réad
seandalaiochta ag fanacht le bheith caomhnaithe,
leis an Taisce Roanstown san 4ireamh a
criochnaiodh, i dteannta le obair ar 4bhar do
phriomhthaispeantais i 2010 agus tharis sin.
Deineadh ionchur substaintitil i thaispeéntas
Saol Tire - Tif, Féar agus Luachra agus go hairithe
sa taispeantas The Dead Zoo at Large — Seoda
Mbiisaem Stair An Diilra sa Scoil Mharcaiochta,
Dun Ui Choilledin agus d6 sin caomhnaiodh na
césanna stairiula go léir (agus a lan diobh tégtha
6 ghailearaithe taispedntais ag Srdid Chill Dara 30

bliain 6 shin).

B’iad na tionscadail ba shuntasai don bhliain na
caomhnt leandnach Saltrach an Fheaddin Mhéir
agus an Ascair. Criochnaiodh an obair ag deighilt
duilleoga aonair Saltrach an Fheaddin Mhdir, 4
nglanadh agus 4 dtriomu agus dearadh céras feiridh
déibh. Caomhnaiodh an cladach go hiomlan freisin
lena imscrudu le bheith criochnaithe go luath i
2010. Lean an obair ar an Ascair ar aghaidh de réir
an sceidil, le criochnti na hoibre mébire struchttrai ar

chabhail an tsoithigh.

Lean an clér ar aghaidh chun eiseamlairi 6
thaispedntain Mhusaem Stair an Dulra a uasghradu,
le méideanna méra d’dbhar 4 seoladh do chaomhnu
go dti an earndil phriobhaideach, agus ag druidim
le deireadh na bliana ghlac an roinn pdirt sna

pleananna d’athoscailt Mhtsaem Stair an Dulra.

Leanadh ar aghaidh le dul chun cinn ollmhér a
dhéanamh ar an riardiste 60 bliain de chaomhnt
adhmaid siorfhliuch a bhanu leis an 4is ag Béthar
Bhéal Atha Liag, Co. Ros Comadin. Lean ionchur
mor a bheith ag an reothriomaddir mér (6.5m), de
chaoi is go raibh timpeall 85% den dbhar riardiste

coiredilte faoi dheireadh na bliana.

Ag druidim le deireadh na bliana, thosaigh
ullmhuchdin do Chéim I d’athléirii an Ghealarai
Troscdin Tréimhse. I gceist anseo bhi obair
shubstaintiuil ar phiosai 6 bhailiichéin troscdin
na 20% hAoise a bhiodh stérailte go michui sa

Daingean, Co. Uibh Fhaili roimhe seo.

B’i an obair chaomhnaithe choisctheach do 2009

ar an mhoérchéir nd comhcheangal de thionscadal
leantnacha chun staid bailitichdn iomlén roghnaithe
timpeall an Mhusaeim a uasghradu, i dteannta le
monatdireacht leanunach de thimpeallachtai éagstla
an Mhusaeim. Chuimsigh tionscadail chun staid
bailitichan iomlan a uasghrddd go cérasach obair

ar Bhailiuchén Troscdin Tréimhse, agus ceirmeacht
agus gloine 6n mbailitchén Ealaine agus Tionscail.
Thit cldr amach freisin chun staid bhailiuchdn
iomldin Fhia Mhéir na mBeann i mBailitichdin
Mhusaem Stair an Dulra a uasghradu go cérasach

agus chun a stérdil a theabhsy, rud a criochnaiodh.

Beidh gnétht an Larionad nua Achmhainne
Bailitchan i Sord ina phriomhthionscadal singil don
Mhusaem 1 2010. I 2009 bhi baint an-mhér ag baill
na Roinne Caomhnaithe i bpleananna a dhréachta
don spés agus ag obair le Ofig na nOibreacha Poibli
chun a chinntid go sdsfar riachtanais imshaoil na
mbailitichdn nuair a n-aistreofar iad don suiomh

nua.

Tharla roinnt iasachtai i rith na bliana, ag athrt sa
scéla ¢ aistriti Scrin-Creasa Mhaigh Locha go Phdirc
Thurlaigh d’iasacht dhé thaispedntas (Curacha agus

Péstaeir Thaistil) go h-ionad san foslainn.

Lean an clér ar aghaidh a reonn réada 6 thimpeall
an Mhusaeim chun inmhiolt feithide amhrasta

a chéiredil, maraon le monatédireacht imshaoil
leantinach a tharla ar laithredin uilig Ard-Mhusaem

na hEireann ina bhfuil bailiichain lonnaithe.

Lean clar rialta turasanna poibli na roinne ar

aghaidh.

Asgard in process of
conservation, National
Museum of Ireland -
Decorative Arts & History
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The Registration Department is responsible

for the documentation, transfer and location
management of the National Museum’s collections.
It controls and maintains the Museum’s Collection
management database and also manages the
Museum’s archives and central library and

administers museum loans.

Elements of NMI Documentation Plan which is
compliant with SPECTRUM, the UK Museum
Documentation Standard, and incorporating a

five year Inventory Project, were implemented
throughout the year. Following the decision to
outsource and capitalise some elements of the
inventory project (referred to in last year’s report)

a tender and procurement process was embarked
upon to provide 10 Documentation Assistants and
following a period of familiarisation and training
the project commenced in the Art and Industrial
Division, (Collins Barracks) Irish Antiquities
Division (Kildare Street) and Natural History
Division (Beggars Bush) in March 2009. The
project had already commenced in the Irish Folklife
Division (Turlough Park) in January 2009. The total
number of objects records validated this year was
117,500.

Loans were continued to Cork Public Museum;
Waterford Museum of Treasures; Kerry County
Museum; Donegal County Museum; Clare County
Museum and Limerick Museum new loans this
year included Galway City Museum, Cavan
County Museum as well as a loan of Currachs and
travel posters to Kopavogur Art Museum, Iceland.

Northern Ireland venues to which loans were

sent this year were Fermanagh County Museum
and Lisburn Linen and Museum. In addition to
updating 39 military history exhibition loans-in, 16
further loans were administered including Charles
Dickens’ desk and chair.

The cataloguing of the library collection continued
and there are now over 26,534 titles on the Adlib
library management system. The catalogue has been
moved to a SQL server in order to facilitate future
development of the service and a new version of the
online catalogue has been installed. The inter library
loan service was widely used by all divisions within
the museum and over 153 titles were borrowed
from university libraries in England and Ireland.
The installation of the library belonging to the
former Taoiseach, Charles J. Haughey in Turlough
Park House was officially marked on the 3
September 2009. The 3,700 books have been listed
and full cataloguing of the material will commence
in early 2010.

The installation of Adlib archives management
facilitated the commencement of projects to
improve control of and access to the archives and
records of the Museum. One such project was

the initiation of a retrospective programme of
accessioning and appraisal for the Art and Industrial
Archive Division and will lead ultimately to the
production of an online finding aid for researchers.
A basic inventory of the National Museum’s
registers was conducted as part of the preparation
for the digitization of the remaining registers in the

National Museum.



CLARUCHAN

T4 an Roinn Chléraithe freagrach as doiciméadu,
aistritl agus bainistiocht suimh Bailitichdn Ard-
Mhusaem na hEireann. Rialafonn agus cothaionn
si bunachar sonrai bainistiochta Bailitchén an
Mbhusaeim agus bainistionn s cartlann agus
leabharlann ldrnach an Mhusaeim freisin agus

bainistionn si iasachtai an Mhusaeim.

Cuireadh i bhfeidhm eiliminti Phlean
Dhoiciméadaithe Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann atd in
oiritint le SPECTRUM, Caighdean Doiciméadaithe
Mhusaem an Riocht Aontaithe, agus ag ioncorpra

i rith na bliana Tionscadail Fhardail cdig bliana.

De thoradh ar an gcinneadh roinnt eiliminti

den tionscadal fardail a thoinsiu lasmuigh agus a
chaipitilit (a deineadh tagairt d6 i dtuarascéil na
bliana seo caite) tugadh faoi phroiseas tairisceana
agus fala chun 10 gCuntdir Doiciméadaithe a
sholdthair agus taréis tréimhse cleachta is eolais

agus traendla thosaigh an tionscadal sa Rannog
Ealaine agus Tionscail (Dun Ui Chilledin), Ranndg
Seaniarsmai Eireann (Srdid Chill Dara) agus Rannég
Stair an Dulra (Tor an Bhacaidh) i Mérta 2009.

Bhi an tionscadal tosaithe cheana féin sa Rannég
Saol Tire (Péirc Thurlaigh) in Eandir 2009. B¢ lion
iomlan taifead na réad bailiochtaithe i mbliana nd
117,500.

Leanadh ar aghaidh le iasachtai do Mhusaem Poibli
Chorcai, Mtisaem Cisti Phort Léirge, Musaem
Contae Chiarrai, Mtsaem Contae Dhuin na nGall,
Musaem Contae an Chlair agus Misaem Luimni.
Chuimsigh iasachtai nua i mbliana Msaem
Chathair na Gaillimhe, Mtsaem Contae an

Chabhéin chomh maith le iasacht Curacha agus

postaer taistil go Mhusaem Ealaine Kopavogur, an
Toslainn. B’iad ionaid Thuairsceart na hEireann

inar seoladh iasachtai i mbliana ni Mudsaem

Contae Fhear Manach agus Mudsaem Linéadach

Lios na gCearrbhach. I dteannta le h-uasghrada 39
iasacht isteach taispedntais staire mileata, riaradh a
thuilleadh 16 n-iasacht le deasc agus cathaoir Charles

Dickens san direamh.

Lean cataldg bhailitchin na leabharlainne ar
aghaidh agus anois ta nios mo6 na 26,534 teideal ar
choéras bainistiochta leabharlainne Adlib. Bogadh an
chatalég go threastalai SQL chun forbairt thodhchai
na seirbhise a éascu agus suitedladh leagan nua na
cataldige ar line. Bhain na ranndga go léir laistigh
den mhusaem Usdid leathan as an tseirbhis iasachta
idir leabharlann agus fuarthas nios mé néa 153
theideal ar iasacht 6 leabharlanna ollscoile i Shasana
agus in Eirinn. Sonraiodh suiteil na leabharlainne
ar leis an t-Tarthaoiseach, Cathal J. O hEochaigh, i
dTeach Phéirc Thurlaigh go hoifigitil ar an 3% Medn
Foémbhair 2009. T4 an 3,700 leabhar liostilte agus

tosofar le cataldgu iomlén an dbhair go luath 1 2010.

D’éascaigh suitedil bainistiochta cartlainne Adlib tost
tionscadal chun rialt agus rochtain ar chartlann agus
ar thaifid an Mhutsaem a fheabhsd. B¢ ceann des na
tionscadail seo né tionscnu chlér chulghabhlaigh do
rochtain agus do mheast6ireacht don Rannog Ealaine
agus Cartlainne Tionsclaiche agus treordidh sé faoi
dheireadh go tdirgeadh chunamh aimsithe ar line do
thaighdeoiri. Comhlionadh bunfhardal de thaibhle
Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann mar phéirt d’ullmhtchan
do dhigitit na dtaibhle ata finta in Ard-Mhusaem na

hEireann.
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Visitor Numbers

Throughout 2009 the National Museum of Ireland
was successful in gaining considerable PR from
various national and regional newspapers, TV and
radio shows as a result of targeted press releases and
media liaison. Of particular interest in media terms
on both a national and international level was the
temporary Natural History Exhibition entitled 7%e
Dead Zoo At Large — Treasures of the Natural History
Museum in The Riding School, Collins Barracks
which opened in April of this year which proved to
be a major attraction for visitors. In addition 7he
Barracks Life room which is linked to our Soldiers

& Chiefs exhibition gained considerable PR. The
temporary exhibitions at Collins Barracks included
Come Back to Erin ~Irish Travel Posters of the 20"
Century, John McCormack —the life and times of a famous
tenor, while the exhibitions at Turlough Park included
Straw, Hay and Rushes, Liam O°Neill - Wood Sculpture:
40 Years A-Growing, The Moylough Belt Shrine and
Brown Bull Walking in the Museum Café. All of
these provided excellent marketing opportunities
throughout the year and were all extensively covered

by the media.

The following is a breakdown of visitor numbers

across all sites.

Cumulated Figures

2008 2009 % Change

Kildare Street 380,547 370,965 -2.5%
Natural History n-a
Collins Barracks 300,417 319,791 +6.4%
Military History 116,128 = 119,287 +2.7%
Riding School

(Natural History) 42,386 | 138,104 n-a
Turlough Park 112,195 98,523 -12.2%
Total 793,159 = 789,279 -0.5%

The marketing mailing list (both postal and e-mail)

continues to expand and has proved to be very

effective in keeping target audiences aware of the

Museum and its ongoing programme of activities.

Ongoing marketing and day-to-day operational

support was provided to the Museum’s Shops and

Museum Cafés, while the Museum was promoted as

a venue for Corporate Services throughout the year.

The Marketing Department has established key

networks with trade groups, Tourism Ireland, Fdilte

Ireland, Dublin Tourism and other cultural and special
interest organisations. Familiarisation visits were

hosted at all sites for tour operators and media.

The fifth annual Féile na Tuaithe took place at
Turlough Park in May and attracted approximately
20,000 people. It continues to go from strength

to strength, attracting people to the Museum

from a three-hour geographical radius. It is now
firmly established as a leading family festival and

is a natural extension of the Museum’s purpose of
bringing families together to enjoy quality time and
learn about the traditions of bygone days. External
funding and sponsorship was obtained to assist in
the promotion of the event and the programme
featured community arts collaboration with Mayo
Co. Council drawing inspiration from the Museum
collections and a successful volunteer programme for

the Féile was introduced this year for the first time.

2009 saw a revenue increase of over 40% for
corporate events: ranging from small scale meetings
to sizeable exhibition openings, book launches,
corporate lunches and seminars etc. In addition

to these revenue generating events, 50% of the
additional activities managed within the Corporate
Services Department were focused on museum
in-house events and museum-related activities by
non-profit associations and societies. It is estimated
that an additional 14,700 visitors were exposed to
the National Museum of Ireland through corporate

activities in 2009.

Retail

In 2009, the retail outlets turnover saw a slight
decrease on 2008 figures. However, The Dead Zoo

at Large- Treasures of the Natural History Museum
along with Come Back to Erin: Irish travel posters of the
twentieth century brought increased revenue to Collins
Barracks during the months June-September. The
average sale per visitor increased over all the sites.

A successful Christmas marketing campaign for the
shops increased the season’s sales by 10% compared
to Christmas 2008 with the shop at Kildare Street

seeing the biggest increase.

The Museum’s cafés and shops continue to provide
the visiting public with a quality service and

the range and variety of product and menus are
continuously being assessed and altered — where

necessary to meet the needs of the public.
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I rith 2008 d’éirigh le Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann
cuid mhaith de chaidreamh poibli a fhail 6
nuachtdin ndisiinta agus réigiunacha éagsula,
sednna teilifise agus raidié mar thoradh ar
phreaseisitinti sprioctha agus idirchaidreamh leis
na medin. B’4bhar spéise faoi leith i dtéarmai na
medn é ar leibhéal ndisitina agus idirndisitinta araon
Taispeantas sealadach Stair an Dulra darbh ainm

d6 The Dead Zoo at Large — Seoda Mbidisaem Stair An
Diilra sa Scoil Mharcaiochta, Din Ui Choilledin a

d’oscail in Aibredn i mbliana agus tharla sé go raibh

an-ghnaoi ar fad ag cuairteoiri air. I dteannta sin

ghnoéthaigh an seomra The Barracks Life, ata nasca

lenar dtaispeantas Soldiers & Chiefs, cuid mhaith

de chaidreamh poibli. Chuimsigh na taispedntais

shealadacha ag Dun Ui Choilledin, Filleadh ar Eirinn:

pOstaeir taistil na 20° aoise, Jobn McCormack —the

life and times of a famous tenor agus chuimsigh na

taispeantais ag Pairc Thurlaigh 7uf, Féar agus Luachra,
Liam O’Neill - dealbhdireacht adhmaid: 40 bbliain ag
Sfas, Scrin Creasa Mbaigh Locha agus Tarbh donn ag

suil 1 gCaife an Mhusaeim. Sholdthair iad seo go

1éir sdrdeiseanna margaiochta i rith na bliana agus

chuimsigh na medin iad go léir go forleathan.

Seo a leanas miondealu ar lion na gcuairteoiri thar

na suimh go léir.

Lion na gCuairteoiri

2008 2009 % Athraithe

Sraid Chill Dara 380,547 370,965 -2.5%
Stair an Dulra n-a
Dun Ui Choilledin 300,417 319,791 +6.4%
An Stair Mbileata 116,128 119,287 +2.7%
An Scoil Mbarcaiochta

(Stair an Diilra) 42,386 | 138,104 n-a
Pairc Thurlaigh 112,195 98,523 -12.2%
Iomlén 793,159 | 789,279 -0.5%
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MARGAIOCHT, POIBLIOCHT,
CORPARAIDEACH AGUS MIONDIOL

Leanann an liosta seachadta margaiochta (postais
agus riomhphost araon) ar aghaidh ag leathnu

agus tharla go raibh sé an-éifeachtach ag coimedd
spriocluchtanna féachana feasach faoin Mdsaem
agus a chldr leantinach de ghniomhaiochtai.
Sol4thraiodh margaiocht leantinach agus taca
oibriuchdin 6 14 go 14 ag Siopa agus Caifé an
Mhusaeim, fad is a cuireadh an Mudsaem chun cinn
mar ionad do Sheirbhisi Corparaideacha é cheann

ceann na bliana.

T4 eocharghréasdin bunaithe ag an Roinn
Mhargaiochta le gripai trddala, Tourism Ireland,
Fdilte Ireland, Dublin Tourism, agus le eagraiochtai
cile cultdrtha agus sainleasa. Ostaladh cuairteanna
cleachta is eolais ag na suimh go léir do thionscnéiri

turas agus dos na medin.

Thit Féile bhliantuil na Tuaithe amach don chuigit
uair ag Pdirc Thurlaigh Bealtaine agus mheall s
thart ar 20,000 duine. Leanann si ar aghaidh ag
neartd agus ag neartd, ag mealladh daoine don
Mhtsaem 6 gha geograifeach de thri mhile. Gach

bliain bionn clér nua agus nios spreagula don Fhéile



agus is priomhfhéile chlainne { go deimhin faoin
am seo agus cuireann si go nadurtha le cuspdir an
Mhusaeim chun teaghlaigh a thabhairt le chéile
chun sult a bhaint as am cdiliochta agus chun
foghlaim faoi thraidisidin na laetha a bhi. Fuarthas
maoiniu eachtrach agus urraiocht chun cabhr leis
an eachtra a chur chun cinn agus chuimsigh an clar
combhoibrit i leith na n-ealajon pobail le Combhairle
Chontae Mhaigh Eo, le spreagadh 6 bhailiuchain
an Mhusaeim agus tugadh isteach clar deonach an-

rathuil don Fhéile don chéad uair i mbliana.

Chonaic 2009 méadu de nios mé6 né 40% ar
ioncam d’imeachtai corpardideacha: sa réimse

6 chruinnithe ar an mionchéir go h-oscailti
meéadula taispedntais, seoltai leabhair, l6nta
corpardideacha agus seiminedir stl. I dteannta leis
na himeachtai seo a ghineann ioncam, bhi 50%

des na seirbhiseanna breise bainistithe laistigh den
Roinn Seirbhisi Corpardideacha dirithe ar imeachtai
inti an Mhusaeim agus ar ghniomhajochtai
musaemchoibhneasa de chomhlachais agus de

chumainn neamhbhrabuis. Meastar gur cuireadh

14,700 cuairteoir breise i mbealach Ard-Mhusaem

na hEireann tri imeachtai corparaideacha i 2009.

Miondiol

12009, d’airithigh na hasraonta miondiola laghdu
beag ar fhigidiri 2008. Ach, sholthair The Dead
Zoo at Large- Seoda Mhbiisaem Stair An Dilra chomh
maith le Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstaeir taistil na 204 aoise
ioncam méadaithe do Dhun Ui Choilledin i rith na
mionna Meitheamh - Mean Fémhair. Mhéadaigh
an medndiolachan in aghaidh an chuairteora thar
na lithreacha go 1éir. Mhéadaigh feachtas rathuil
margaiochta na Nollag dos na siopai diolachdin

an tséasuir faoi 10% i gcomparaid le Nollaig 2008
leis an siopa ag Srdid Chill Dara ag dirithid an

mhéadaithe ba mhé.

Leanann caifi agus siopai an Mhusaeim ar aghaidh
ag soldthar seirbhise cdiliochta don phobal ar
cuairt agus measunaitear go leantinach réimse

agus éagsulacht an tdirge agus na mbiachlér, agus
athraitear iad - mas g4 chun riachtanais an phobail

a shdsamh.
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The Education and Outreach Department provided

a range of diverse and challenging programmes and
services to the public as well as continuing to provide
ongoing support to the development of policies such as
the Child Protection and Access policies. This work was
carried out against a backdrop of reduced staffing levels

resulting from the moratorium imposed in early 2009.

Education programmes at the Museum’s four public
sites included adult gallery talks, family events,

conferences and seminars, workshops and tours.

Decorative Arts and History

A new interactive discovery gallery the Barracks Life
Room was launched as part of the Soldiers and Chiefs
exhibition in Collins Barracks. This hands-on gallery
is the first of its type to be opened at the National
Museum of Ireland. The extensive series of education
literature for Soldiers & Chiefs exhibition was also

completed.

The Handling Collection continued to grow and
acquisitions in 2009 included a set of Irish and English
hallmarked silver cutlery and corsets and crinolines.
The Museum initiated a Handling Box project with the
network of Education Centres and other key players in
Department of Education and Science. The aim of the
project is to make the Museum’s handling collection
available to schools for use in the classroom. The
programme will be rolled out to schools in 2010 and
2011.

The Museum worked with the National Institute for
Intellectual Disability, Trinity College Dublin on
an eight week programme working with adults with

intellectual disability

Archaeology

An online calendar to promote the schools programme
at National Museum of Ireland - Archaeology was
published on the Museum website for the first time in
2009.

A Teacher’s In-Service Course for 25 primary school
teachers was held in July. It was very positively received
with the Department of Education and Science stating
that it was ‘A stimulating and enjoyable course which should

prove very beneficial to teachers.

Over 230 people attended the Autumn lecture series
on new research about the Mesolithic and Neolithic
collections. Additions to the archaeological handling
collection included a Mesolithic basket made by

craftsman Joe Hogan.

Natural History

The Dead Zoo At Large- Treasures of the Natural History
Museum exhibition at Collins Barracks included three
very popular learning zones - a Resource Area with
internet connection and reading material for the
public; objects for handling in a specified resource
area within the exhibition and a Discovery Den for

workshops and drop in events.

An extremely successful summer programme of drop
in handling sessions was held in the Discovery Den.
An average of 200 visitors attended each of the twenty
two events with numbers during Heritage week rising
to over 300 visitors. With the success of this integrated
approach the Education Department worked on
incorporating a Discovery Zone into the plans for

the to re-opening of the Natural History Museum on

Merrion Street in 2010.

A seminar to celebrate the 150" Anniversary of
Darwin’s book ‘On the Origin of Species’ and the 200

anniversary of Darwin’s Birth was held in November.

Country Life

The Museum continued its partnership with Forfs /
Discover Primary Science resulting in the development
of information sheets and worksheets. A video of

the Discover Primary Science programme at the
Museum was recorded and was published on www.

primaryscience.ie.

A School Garden Project was successfully piloted with a
Belmullet National School.

The Education Department worked with Freelancer
Mary Owens to arrange visits to local elderly and
recorded a series of programmes broadcast on

Connemara Community Radio.

An exhibition of Wool Art by National Learning
Network clients was hosted by the Museum showcasing
the NLN’s work towards achieving the European
Quality Mark. The Common Threads exhibition and
catalogue was launched which was the culmination of a

long term project with Mayo Intercultural Action.

The Education Service was successful in its application
for the Sandford Award for excellence in museum
education. This is the second time that the Education
Service at the National Museum of Ireland - Country
Life has received this very prestigious award for its

work.
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OIDEACHAS AGUS
FOR-ROCHTAIN
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Sholathair an Roinn Oideachais agus Fhor-rochtain
réimse de chldir agus de sheirbhisi éagstla agus
dushlénacha do phobail an Mhusaeim agus lean

si ar aghaidh ag solathar tacaiochta leanunai
d’fhorbairt polasaithe mar Chosaint an Linbh agus
Rochtain. Deineadh an obair seo in aghaidh culra de
leibhéil foirne nios 14 mar thoradh ar an moratdir a
cuireadh i bhfeidhm go luath 1 2009.

Chuimsigh clair oideachais ag an gceithre suiobh
poibli de chuid an Mhusaeim cainteanna aosacha
gailearai, imeachtai clainne, comhdhélacha agus

seiminedir, ceardlanna agus turasanna.

Ealaiona Maisiula agus Stair

Lainsealadh gailearai nua fionnachtana
idirghniomhach, an Seomra Shaol Na Beairice

mar chuid den taispedntas Soldiers and Chiefs i
nDun Ui Choilledin. Sé an gailearai teagmhdlach
seo an chéad cheann dé shaghas a d’osclaiodh ag
Ard-mhusaem na hEireann. Criochnaiodh freisin
an tsraith fhairsing de litriocht oideachais don

taispedntas Soldiers & Chiefs.

Lean an Bailitichdn Laimbhsithe ar aghaidh ag fas
agus chuimsigh na félacha i 2009 foireann sceanra
airgid sainmharcéilte Eireannach agus Shasanach
agus cOirséid agus crinilini. Thionscain an Mdsaem
tionscadal Bosca Liimhsithe leis an ngréasan de

Lérionaid Oideachais agus eocharimirtheoir eile

sa Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaiochta. Si aidhm an
tionscadail né bailiuchén ldimhsithe an Mhusaeim
a chur ar féil do scoileanna d’usaid sa seomra ranga.
Rollfar amach an clir do scoileanna i 2010 agus
2011.

Bhi an Musaem ag obair leis an Institiud Naisiunta
Mhichumais Intleachta, Coldiste na Trionoide, Baile
Atha Cliath ar chlér d’ocht sheachtain ag obair le

aosaigh le michumas intleachta.

Seandalaiocht

Foilsiodh féilire ar line ar shuiomh gréasdin
an Mhusaeim don chéad uair i 2009 chun
clar scoileanna Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann -

Seandalaiocht a chur chun cinn.

Tionoladh Cursa Inseirbhise Muinteora do 25
mhuinteoir bunscoile i mi [4il. Cuireadh failte
an-dhearfach roimhe agus dhearbhaigh an Roinn
Oideachais agus Eolaiochta gurbh ¢é ‘chirsa
spreagthach agus taitneamhbach € ar chéir go mbeadh sé

an-thairbbeach do mhbiinteoir?.

D’fhreastail nios mé6 nd 230 duine ar shraith 1éachtai
an Fhémbhair faoi thaidhde nua ar na bailiuchdin
Mhéisiliteacha agus Neoiliteacha. Chuimsigh
breiseanna curtha leis an mbailiichdn maisithe
seandélaiochta cisedn Méisiliteach déanta ag an

gceardai Joe Hogan.



Stair an Dilra
Chuimsigh an taispeantas The Dead Zoo At
Large- Seoda Mhiisaem Stair An Délra ag Dun Ui

Choilledin tri chrois foghlama méréilimh - Limistéar

Acmbhainne le nasc idirlin agus dbhar léitheoireachta
don phobal; réada le ldimhseail i limistéar
acmhainne sonraithe laistigh den taispedntas,

agus Proch6g Fhionnachtana do cheardlanna agus

d’imeachtai buailte isteach.

Tionéladh clar samhraidh sar-rathdil de
sheisitin ldimhsedla buailte isteach sa Phrochdg
Fhionnachtana. D’fhreastail 200 chuairteoir ar an

medn ar gach ceann den thiche dé eachtra leis an

lion ag ardu i rith na seachtaine Oidhreachta do nios

mo né 300 chuairteoir. Agus rath an chuir chuige
chomhthiite seo, bhi an Roinn Oideachais ag obair
ar Chrios Fionnachtana a ionchorprti i bpleananna
d’athoscailt Mhisem Stair an Dulra ar Shraid
Mbhuirfean i1 2010.

Tiondladh seiminedr i mi Samhain chun coméradh
150 bliain den leabhair Dariwn ‘On the Origin
of Species’ agus coméradh 200 bliain de Bhreith

Darwin a cheilitiradh.

Saol na Tuaithe
Lean an Musaem ar aghaidh lena chomhphiirtiocht

le Forfas / Fionn an Bhuneolaiocht as a théinig

forbairt bileog eolais agus bileog oibre. Taifeadadh
fisean den chlar Fionn an Bhuneolaiocht ag an

Musaem agus foilsiodh é ar www.primaryscience.ie.

Piol6tadh Tionscadal Ghdirdin Scoile le Bunscoil 1
mBéal an Mhuirthead.

Bhi an Roinn Oideachais ag obair le Saoririseoir
Mary Owens chun cuairteanna chuig daoine
scothaosta ditiula a eagru agus thaifidh si sraith de

chlair craolaithe ar Raidié Pobail Chonamara.

D’6stéil an Musaem taispedntas d’Ealain Olla
le cliaint an Lionra Fhoghlama Niisitnta ag
sérthaispedint obair Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann

1 dtreo bainte amach an Mhairc Chailiochta

Eorpaigh. Lainsedladh an taispedntas agus an catalég

Common Threads a bhi mar bhuaic tionscadail
fhadtéarmaigh le Gniomh Idirchultirtha Mhaigh
Eo.

D’éirigh leis an tSeirbhis Oideachais ina h-iarratas ar
an Sandford Award ar son fheabhais san oideachas
musaeim. Seo an dara uair a fuair an tSeirbhis
Oideachais ag Ard- Mhiisaem na hEireann - Saol na
Tuaithe an ddmhachtain ardghradaim seo da cuid

oibre.
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PHOTOGRAPHY

40

The Photographic Department is responsible for the
photographic service to all Divisions/Departments

across all sites and to an external market.

Ongoing implementation of the migration to
Digital Imaging continued throughout the year.

A new dedicated server and back-up system

was installed in the Photographic Department

for the implementation of the DAM (Digital

Asset Management) system to archive all new
photography and all images that exist as digital
files within the National Museum. A Digital Image
Technician was engaged on a contract for service for
one year to work on the architecture of the DAM
system, archiving, retrieval and outputting image
files.

A Request for Tender was published during the
year for a panel of Contract Photographers on a
multi-operator framework agreement for four years
commencing in January 2010. Three contractors

were appointed to the framework.

New photography was undertaken for the
publication of ‘Combs and Comb-Making in Viking
and Medieval Dublin’; the completion of the
Soldiers & Chiefs and Eileen Gray catalogues and
a complete photographic survey was undertaken
following conservation of the Faddan More Psalter.
The new Barracks Life Room was photographed as
were all new exhibitions including Straw, Hay and
Rushes and The Dead Zoo at Large - Treasures of the
Natural History Museum. Small exhibitions were
photographed for graphic display, audio-visual

installations, publicity and retail.

Photography was undertaken of all new products
for the on-line shop. Record photography of the
Asgard conservation continued and photography
was provided for lectures and for the website.
Photography was provided from a panel of PR

Photographers at all sites throughout the year.

Training commenced on a new Hasselblad digital
camera and new related software for the camera.
Efforts continued to implement recommendations

in the Photographic Department Study Report.



GRIANGRAFACHT

Ta an Roinn Fhétagrafach freagrach as an tseirbhis
thétagrafach dos na Ranndga/na Ranna go léir thar

na ldithredn uilig agus do mhargadh eachtrach.

Lean cur i bhfeidhm leantinach an ascnaimh go
hfomhét Digiteach i rith na bliana. Suitealadh
freastalai nua tiomnaithe agus céras déanaimh
coipe ctltaca sa Roinn Fhotagrafach do chur

i bhfeidhm an chérais DAM (Digital Asset
Management = Bainistiocht Acmhainne Digiti)
chun an ghrianghrafadéireacht nua go 1éir agus na
hiomhénna uilig atd ann mar chomhaid dhigitigh
laistigh den Ard-Mhusaem a chur i geartlann.
Ceapadh Teicneoir fomh4 Digiti ar chonradh do
sheirbhis aon bliana chun obair a dhéanamh ar
ailtireacht an chérais DAM, ag cur comhad fomhi i

gcartlann, 4 n-ashghabhdil agus 4 n-aschur.

Foilsiodh Iarraidh ar Thairiscint i rith na bliana

do phainéal de Ghrianghrafadéiri ar Chonradh ar
chomhaontu creatlai iloibreora do cheithre bhliain
ag tost in Eandir 2010. Ceapadh tritr chonraitheoir

don chreatlach.

Chuathas i mbun grianghrafaddireachta nua
d’thoilseachdn ‘Combs and Comb-Making in
Viking and Medieval Dublin’; criochnt catalog
Soldiers & Chiefs agus Eileen Gray agus chuathas

1 mbun suirbhé thoétagrafaigh iomldin i ndiaidh
caomhnaithe Saltrach an Fheaddin Mhéir. Tégadh
grianghraif den Seomra Shaol Na Beairice nua maraon
leis an taispedntais nua go 1éir le Tus, Féar agus
Luachra agus The Dead Zoo at Large — Seoda Mhbiisaem
Stair An Diflra san direamh. Tégadh grianghraif de
thaispedntais bheaga do léiritl grafach, d’thearais

chlosamhairc, do poibliocht agus don mhiondiol.

Chuathas i mbun grianghrafadéireachta na

dtdirgi nua go léir don siopa ar line. Lean
grianghrafadéireacht thaifid de chaomhnt an Ascair
ar aghaidh agus cuireadh grianghrafadéireacht ar
fail do léachtanna agus don ldithrean gréasain.
Solathrajodh grianghrafadéireacht 6 phainéal de
ghrianghrafadéiri PR ag na laithredin go léir ar fud

na bliana.

Thosaigh an traendil ar cheamara nua digiteach
Hasselblad agus ar bhogearrai nua gaolmhara don
cheamara. Lean iarrachtai ar aghaidh chun moltai
Tuarascéla Staidéir na Roinne Fotagrafai a chur i

bhfeidhm.
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DESIGN
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The Design Department, as part of the Services
Division, provides a quality design service to all
Divisions and Departments within the National
Museum of Ireland. The Department consists of
three full time personnel and a contract Illustrator
covering all aspects of design, including exhibition
design, signage, posters, flyers, typesetting,
archaeological illustration, maps, plans and

reconstructions.

In 2009 there were many challenging projects for
the Department including the design of The Dead
Zoo at Large - Treasures of the Natural History Museum,
an exhibition which involved recreating the Natural
History experience at the Riding School, Collins
Barracks. The Department provided all exhibition
graphics, signage, information leaflets and flyers,
and incorporated the Charles Darwin section which
celebrated the 200* anniversary of the birth of
Chatles Darwin. The studio provided location maps,
poster and an information leaflet for an outdoor
sculpture exhibition at the National Museum of

Ireland - Country Life by sculptor Liam O’Neill.

The studio completed the design and layout of the
2008 Annual Report. This is a project which is now
designed in-house having previously been sourced

from external design studios.

The Department designed posters and information
flyers for two major conferences - Sam Stephenson
and Albert Bender which took place during the year
at the National Museum of Ireland - Decorative
Arts & History. The Department also provided all
exhibition graphics and literature design for Come
back to Eireann: Travel posters of the 20" century which
was exhibited at the National Museum of Ireland-
Decorative Arts having previously been exhibited in
Turlough Park.

The ongoing Medieval Dublin Publications Project
will see the next volume in this series (Coopers and
Coopering in Viking Age Dublin), published in
2010. All the illustrations, maps, diagrams and cover

design were provided by the Design Department.

New exhibition panels and labels were designed for
the Period Furniture Gallery which is in the process

of being renovated. This is due to open early 2010.

In 2009 the Department acquired new 3D design
software, and upgraded it’s existing Adobe design
packages, thus enabling us to keep up with the latest

innovations in design software.



DEARADH

Solathraionn an Roinn Dhearaidh seirbhis

dhearaidh chailiochta dos an Ranndga / Ranna

éagstila go 1éir laistigh d’Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann.

T4 an Roinn déanta suas de thridr phearsanra
ldnaimseartha agus Maisitheoir conartha ag clidach
gnéithe uilig dearaidh, le dearadh taispedntais,
comharthd, péstaeir, bileoigini, clochuradéireacht,
léiritchan seandalaiochta, léarscdileanna, pleananna

agus athdhéantuis san direamh.

Sa bhliain 2009 bhi a lin tionscadal dhdshlanach
faoi chaibidil ag an Roinn le dearadh The Dead
Zoo at Large — Seoda Mhbidisaem Stair An Diflra

san direambh, taispedntas ina raibh athchruthd
eispéireas Stair an Dulra ag an Scoil Mharcaiochta,
Dun Ui Choilledin. Sholéthraigh an Roinn na
graifici taispedntais go léir, comharthu, bileoga
faisnéise, agus d’ionchorpraigh si an ranndg faoi
Charles Darwin a cheilitir coméradh 200 bliain 6
rugadh Charles Darwin. Sholéthraigh an stitideo
léarscdileanna suimh, pdstaer agus bileog thaisnéise
do thaispedntas dealbhoireachta faoin aer ag Ard-
Mhiisaem na hEireann — Saol an Dilra leis an

dealbhéir Liam O’Neill.

Chriochnaigh an stitiideo dearadh agus leagan
amach Tuarascéla Bliantula 2008. Seo tionscadal a
deartar anois inti agus ina raibh mar fhoinse roimhe

seo stiideonna dearaigh eachtracha.

Dhearaigh an Roinn péstaeir agus bileoigini
faisnéise do dhd chomhdhadil mhér - Sam
Stephenson agus Albert Bender a thit amach i rith
na bliana ag Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann — Ealajona
Maisiula & Stair. Sholathair an Roinn freisin na
graifici taispedntais go léir agus dearadh na litriochta
do Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstaeir taistil na 20° aoise

a taispeanadh ag Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann -
Ealaiona Maisitla a taispeanadh roimhe sin i bPairc
Thurlaigh.

Chifidh Tionscadal leantnach Foilseachin Atha
Cliath Mednaoisi an chéad imleabhar eile sa tsraith
seo (Coopers and Coopering in Viking Age Dublin),
a foilsiodh i 2010. Sholéthraigh an Roinn Dhearaidh
na léiriuchdin, léarscdileanna, léardidi uilig agus
dearadh an chludaigh.

Dearadh painéil thaispedntais nua don Ghailearai
Troscain Tréimhse ata 4 athchdiriu faoi léthair. T4 sé

seo le h-oscailt go luath 1 2010.

12009 ghnéthaidh an Roinn bogearrai nua dearaidh
3D, agus d’uasghrédaigh si a paicéidi dearaidh
Adobe a bhi ann go dti sin, sa chaot is gur féidir linn
coimedd suas leis na nualaiochtai is deireanai sna

bogearrai dearaidh.
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FACILITIES

(ACCOMMODATION AND SECURITY)

The Facilities Department in organisation terms
falls under the Services Division of the National
Museum of Ireland. The Department provides
front-of- house services ranging from invigilation
to fire evacuation across all three public museum

sites.

Despite reduced resources during the year the
National Museum is very thankful for the ongoing
support received from the Maintenance Division
of the Office of Public Works. Work is progressing
well on the refurbishment of the Natural History
Museum and the National Museum looks forward

to it re-opening in 2010.

AISEANNA

(COIRIOCHT AGUS SLANDAIL)
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Titeann Roinn na n-Aiseanna ¢ thaobh eagraiochta
de faoi réim Ranndg Seirbhisi Ard-Mhisaem

na hEireann. Soldthraionn an Roinn seirbhisi
failteachais sa réimse ¢ fheitheoireacht go h-aslonnu
6 dhéitedn thar an tri ldithredn poibli uilig den

mhusaem.

D’ainneoin acmhainni laghdaithe 6 cheann ceann
na bliana t4 Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann an-bhuioch
as an dtacaiocht leantnach faighte 6 Ranndg
Chothabhala Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli. T4 dul
chun cinn maith san obair ar athfheistit Mhtisaem
Stair an Dilra agus t4 Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann ag

stil go mor lena athoscailt sa bhliain 2010.

A huge amount of maintenance work was carried
out throughout all sites including extensive painting
(both external/internal); exhibition construction
and general maintenance works at both Collins
Barracks and Kildare Street respectively. Significant
work was carried out at Collins Barracks to enhance
its appearance. Works include the rendering of

the fagade overlooking the car park; relocating

the chillers onto the roof adjacent to the Riding
School and a general clean up of the Collins Square

environs.

Cuireadh i bhfeidhm an t-uafds oibre cothabhéla
sna laithredin uilig le péinteail fhorleathan (taobh
amuigh / taobh istigh araon) san direamh; togéil
thaispedntais agus oibreacha cothabhala ginearélta
ag Dun Ui Choilledin agus Sréid Chill Dara faoi
seach. Deineadh obair shuntasach ag Dun Ui
Choilledin chun barr maise a chuir ar a chruth.
Chuimsigh na hoibreacha cruth nithitil a chur ar
an aghaidh ata ag féachaint sios ar an gcarrchlés;
athlonnu na bhfuairtheoiri suas ar an dian taobh leis
an Scoil Mharcaiochta agus glanadh ginearélta de
thimpeallacht Chearndg Ui Choilledin.



ADMINISTRATION

The Administration Division is responsible

to the Director for Financial Management,
Human Resources Management and Information
Communications Technology. A report on each of

these three areas is given below.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

The 2009 allocations received from the Department

of Arts, Sport and Tourism is as follows:

e DPay €7,801,000
e Non Pay €6,090,000
o Capital €1,524,000
o Total €15,415,000

As part of the annual business planning process,
the capital and non-pay allocations from the
Department were allocated to the Museum’s internal
budgets for expenditure.

The Finance Unit provided assistance and support
to the Board’s Audit Committee in carrying out

its audit functions. This included working with the
Internal Auditors.

The Finance Unit seeks to streamline operations,
taking advantage of new technologies and
implementing C&AG and internal audit
recommendations, to ensure the integrity of the unit
and its function.

In June and July of 2009, the Finance Unit co-
ordinated the preparation of the Museum’s 2010
expenditure Estimates submission in consultation
with the relevant Museum budget holders. This
submission was forwarded to the Department of
Arts, Sport and Tourism in July 2009.

The Finance Unit provided appropriate additional
information and clarification as requested by the
C&AG during its interim audit in late 2009 and its
full audit in early 2010. The Finance Unit prepared
the Financial Statements and accompanying audit
file. The Museum’s accounts in respect of the

year ending 31* December 2009, which have been
audited by the C&AG and prepared in accordance
with the requirements of section 35 of the National
Cultural Institutions Act, 1997, are included in this

report.

During 2009, all relevant Museum staff members
were trained to a sufficient level to allow for the full
exploitation of the recently implemented Oracle
Financials accounting system.

On an annual basis, business plans are developed
and implemented. These business plans encompass
Risk Management and staff PMDS together with

budgetary requirements.

HUMAN RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

The year of 2009 was a particularly demanding

year. Human Resources (HR) worked closely

with Divisional Heads in matters such as change
management, employment legislation and employee
grievances as well as third party referrals. Substantial
support was provided to line managers to enable
them to deal with various issues at departmental

level.

Recruitment

Recruitment activity ceased with the introduction
of the moratorium introduced by the Government
Decision $180/20/10/0964C on 27 March 2009.
Fortunately, the post of Education & Outreach
Officer in the National Museum - Archaeology
was filled in advance of the moratorium. All
vacancies created after that date, one retirement,
eight resignations, eight contracts that expired, five
career breaks and three incentivised career breaks
in addition to vacancies created by maternity

and parental leave, remain unfilled. This had an
immediate impact on services provided by front
of house staff in Education, Facilities and Retail.
Despite the moratorium, the commitment of all
staff members enabled the Museum to function

with minimal disruption.

Training

Cost constraints due to a further reduction in

the Museum’s allocation severely restricted the
level of funding which was made available to staff

undertaking education, training and development
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courses. There were, however, courses provided in
Irish, Freedom of Information, Oracle (Financial
Management Systems) and Microsoft Office 2007.
Briefing sessions were held in Child Protection
and Bullying and Harassment Awareness. In
addition, mandatory training and specialised
courses in conservation, documentation and digital

photography were made available.

During the 2008/2009 academic year, nine staff
members undertook approved third level courses
of education in their own time and availed of the
percentage refund operated under the Refund of
Fees Scheme in accordance with the Department
of Finance guidelines. Staff members attended
conferences relating to Archaeology, Dress &
Textiles, Irish Furniture Design, Natural Sciences

Collection and the Irish Museums Association.

Attendance Management Strategy
A comprehensive attendance strategy was progressed
during 2009 which included:

Pro-active policies and procedures
Data collection, measurement and trend
monitoring

e Exit interviews for staff leaving the National
Museum

® Staff referral to the Occupational Health
Service and consideration given to
identifying, if any, underlying possible

causes

Freedom of Information
HR co-ordinates all correspondence relating to the
Freedom of Information Acts, a total of ten requests

were received in 2009.

INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

Beyond the day-to-day operations of user support,
hardware/software maintenance and upgrades, 2009
was a year of major transformation and development
in respect of ICT in the National Museum. Much was
accomplished during the year to improve systems for
Museum staff, and for the online and physical site

visitors.

Modernisation of Infrastructure and Productivity Tools
Following an EU e-tender process, a completely new
server infrastructure was designed and implemented.
This major undertaking included the implementation
of a SAN-based storage system replicated across

the Museum’s different geographical sites, the
virtualisation of all the servers and the setting up of a

backup-to-disk-to-tape system.

The Museum also upgraded its Wide Area Network
(WAN) from a mainly copper-based system to a
fibre-based system. This development significantly

increased the bandwidth between the Museum sites.

In a matter of months, the Museum moved to a
modern infrastructure adapted to meet the needs
of the Museum’s programmes for the next five
years, thus matching the timescale of the collections
inventory project. For the latter, ICT also supported
the increased number of users and installed wireless

network access in storage areas.

ICT upgraded all users from Office suites (2000 &
2003) to the 2007 version and also co-ordinated

the training of same with Human Resources. This
version upgrade is the first step in implementing a

collaborative intranet.



Registration Systems Consolidation; Business Process

Improv ts and Automation; Digital Asset
Management

ICT worked with the Registration Department

to unify its main systems by adopting a sister
product for archive purposes, and by upgrading

the library system from a native to the standard
Museum relational database format. ICT helped
with specifying the customisation development

and with planning the migration of collections
records for Natural History, Dublin Excavations
and Irish Antiquities divisions, to the system already
in use for the Arts & Industrial and Country Life
Divisions. This unification of the collections records

is expected to take place in 2010.

System development, to bring the Alter and
Export Licences request process online for the Irish
Antiquities Division, commenced in 2009 and
should be completed in 2010.

The Dublin-based Education Department was
provided with an intranet-based booking system

to co-ordinate and track tour bookings. In order to
facilitate budget management, the Finance Unit and
Museum managers were provided with a reporting
tool tracking budgets on a monthly basis and an

invoice management database.

ICT assisted the Museum’s Photographic
Department with the procurement and
implementation of a Digital Asset Management

system.

The implementation of a collaborative intranet to
further automate business processes commenced in
2009, starting with the scope of the ICT activities.
This included an IT helpdesk form, knowledge
base, resource booking and collaborative libraries

for document management and publication. It is

planned to deploy the intranet to the rest of the

Museum’s Departments in 2010.

Website
The second year of the Museum’s new website saw
the following activities:
o Launch of the Irish language version which
covers most of the static content
e Information updated regularly with
requested changes from various departments
® Automation of the Museum’s events
calendar upload and changes to its search
interface
® Training other Museum Departments to use
the content management system to update
relevant sections
® Survey to profile online visitors and request
feedback
® Analysis of the statistics of the online visits,
mainly numbers and compositions
® Addressing the ease of use and multimedia
limitations of the content management
system
® Supporting the Education Department with
contracting a content writer to increase
clarity of the Explore and Learn section
® Assisting the Marketing Department explore
the capabilities of Social Media

Participation in Public Facing Activities

ICT helped maintain the interactive presentations
in all galleries. It also took an active part in creating
The Dead Zoo at Large- Treasures of the Natural
History Museum. It co-ordinated and provided most
aspects of the interactive and roll-on presentations,
including a self-running DVD presentation of the
Planet Earth: Our Place in Space exhibition and an
interactive list of relevant websites in the public
library room. ICT also improved the education
resource room facilities. This included installing an

interactive board in Decorative Arts and History.
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Ta an Rannég Riarachdin freagrach Bainistiocht
Airgeadais, Bainistiocht Acmhainni Daonna

agus Teicneolaiocht Fhaisnéise Chumarséide. T4
tuarascail ar gach ceann den tri limistéar seo leagtha

amach thios.

RIARACHAN AIRGEADAIS

T4 na cionrannta 2009 a fuarthas 6n Roinn Ealaion,

Spoirt agus Turasdireachta mar a leanas:

e Pi €7,801,000
® Neamh-phi €6,090,000
e Caipiteal €1,524,000
e Jomlin €15,415,000

Mar chuid den phréiseas pleanila gné bliantuil,
cionroinneadh na cionrannta caipitil agus
neamhphd 6n Roinn go bhuiséid inmhednacha an
Mhusaeim do chaiteachas.

Sholéthair an Ranndg Airgeadais cinamh agus tact
maidir le Coiste Initichta an Bhoird ag cur i gerich
a chuid feidhmeanna initichéireachta. Chuimsigh

¢ seo obair leis na hlnitchéiri Inmhednacha
(Deloitte).

T4 an tAonad Airgeadas ag iarraidh go leantinach
oibriochtai a chuichoirid, ag baint leasa as
teicneolaiochtai nua agus ag cur i bhfeidhm moltai
an ArdReachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste agus moltaf an
iniuchta inmhednaigh chun sldine an Aonaid agus a
theidhmithe a chinntiu.

I Meitheamh agus in Itil 2009 chomhordaigh

an tAonad Airgeadais ullmhtchén aighneachta

Meastachdin chaiteachas 2010 an Mhusaeim i

gcombhairle leis na sealbhoiri innitla de bhuiséad
an Mhusaeim. Seoladh an aighneacht seo chuig an
Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turasdireachta in Iuil
2009.

Sholathair an tAonad Airgeadaus eolas agus soiléiriu
breise cui faoi mar a d’iarr an tArdReachtaire
Cuntas agus Ciste i rith a initchta eachtramhaigh
go déanach i 2009 agus a initchta iomldin go

luath i 2010. D’ullmhaigh an tAonad Airgeadais

na Rditis Airgeadais agus an comhad iniuchta
tionlacain. T4 cuntais an Mhusaeim maidir leis an
mbliain dar crioch an 31 Nollaig 2009, a d’inituch
an tArdReachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste agus a
ullmhaiodh de réir riachtanas rannédige 35 den Acht
um Instititidi Cultdrtha Ndisitnta, 1997, 4irithe sa
tuarascdil seo.

I rith 2009, oileadh baill foirne innidla uilig an
Mhdsaeim go leibhéal déthanach chun saothrt
iomldn an chorais cuntasaiochta Oracle Financials a
chur i gcuntas, a cuireadh i bhfeidhm le déanai.

Ar bhonn bliantuil forbraitear agus cuirtear i
bhfeidhm pleananna gné. Cuimsionn na pleananna
gno seo Bainistiocht Riosca agus foireann PMDS
[Cdras Forbartha Bainistiochta Feidhmithe] chomh

maith le riachtanais bhuiséadacha.

BAINISTIOCHT
ACHMHAINNE DAONNA

Ba bhliain thiormhaslach i 2009. Bhi Acmhainni
Daonna ag obair go dluth le Ceannairi Rannéan

6 thaobh ceisteanna mar bhainistiocht athraithe,



reachtaiocht fostaiochta agus ctiseanna geardin
fostai chomh maith le athtreoruithe trit pdirti.
Cuireadh ar fiil tact substaintitil do bhainisteoiri
line chun go mbeadh siad in ann déiledil le

ceisteanna éagsula ag leibhéal rannach.

Earcaiocht

Chriochnaigh gniomhaiocht earcaiochta le tus

an mhoratéra a seoladh isteach le Cinneadh an
Rialtais S180/20/10/0964C ar an 27% Marta 2009.
Go hadhuil, lionadh an post Oifigeach Oideachais
& Fhor-rochtain san Ard-mhusaem - Seandélajocht
roimh an moratdir. Nior lionadh aon cheann des
na foluntais a cruthaiodh i ndiaidh an déta sin:
scor amhdin, ocht n-éiri as, ocht gconradh a d’éag,
cuig shos gairme agus tri shos gairme dreasaithe
chomh maith le foluntais a cruthaiodh tré shaoire
mbhdithreachais agus thuismitheora. Bhi tionchar
lithreach ag seo ar sheirbhisi a chuir an fhoireann
thailteachais ar f4il in Oideachas, Aiseanna agus
Miondiol. Aineoinn an mhoratéra chumasaigh
coimitmint na mball foirne go léir don Mhusaem

feidhmid le mishocracht iosta.

Traendil

Theorannaigh srianta costais de bharr laghdaithe
nios mé ar chionroinnt an Mhusaeim an leibhéal
maoinithe a cuireadh ar fiil don fhoireann i mbun
cursai oideachais, traenéla agus forbartha. Cuireadh
ar fail 4fach cirsai i nGaeilge, i Shaordil Faisnéise,
Oracle (Cérais Bhainistiochta Airgeadais) agus
Microsoft Office 2007. Tionoladh seisitiin fhaisnéise
1 gCosaint an Linbh agus i bhFeasacht ar Bhulaiocht

agus ar Chiapadh. I dteannta sin cuireadh ar fail

traendil éigeantach agus cursai speisialaithe sa
chaomhn, sa doiciméadt agus san thétagrafaiocht

dhigiteach.

I rith na bliana acaduile 2008/2009, chuaigh naoi
mball foirne i mbun ctrsai oideachais triti leibhéil
udaraithe ina gcuid ama féin agus bhain siad usdid
as aisioc céataddin i bhfeidhm faoin Scéim Aisioca
T4illi de réir treoirlinte na Ranna Airgeadais.
D’threastail roinnt den thoireann ar chomhdhalacha
maidir le Seandalaiocht, Feisteas & Teicstili, Dearadh
Troscéin Eireannaigh, Bailitich4n na nEolaiochtaf

Nédurtha agus Cumann na Musaem Eireannach.

Straitéis Bainistiochta Tinrimh
Cuireadh chun cinn straitéis thinrimh

chuimsitheach i rith 2009 a chuir san direamh:

® DPolasaithe agus ndsanna imeachta
forghniomhacha

® Bailidchén sonrai, tomhas agus
monatoireacht treochta

® Agallaimh imeachta do bhaill foirne ag fagail
an Ard-mhusaeim

® Atreort baill foirne don tSeirbhis Sldinte
Cheirde agus breathnu ar aithint aon
bhunchuiseanna ar bith a d’fhéadfadh a
bheith ann

Saordil Faisnéise

Comhordaionn HR an comhfhreagras go léir

a thaigheann an Musaem a bhaineann leis na
hAchtanna um Shaorail Faisnéise. Fuarthas deich

n-iarratas ar iomlan sa Mhusaem i 2009.
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TEICNEOLATOCHT
FHAISNEISE AGUS
CHUMARSAIDE (TFC)

Thar na h-oibriuchdin 6 14 go 14 de thacu
uséideoiri, cothabhail crua-earrai / bogearrai

agus uasghradaithe, ba bhliain 1 2009 de
mhérthrasthoirmiu agus forbairt maidir le TFC san
Ard-mhusaem. Combhlionadh a lén i rith na bliana

chun cérais a theabhst d’thoireann an Mhusaeim,

agus dos na cuairteoiri ar line agus fisiceacha suimh.

Nuachéirin an Bhonneagair agus na nUirlisi
Tairgislachta

Mar thoradh ar phréiseas e-thairisceana

an AE, dearadh agus cuireadh i bhfeidhm
bonneagar iomldn nua freastalai. Chuimsigh an
priomhghnéthas seo cur i bhfeidhm cérais storéla
ar bhonn SAN macasambhlaithe thar suiomhanna
éagsula geografacha an Mhusaeim, na freastalaithe
go léir a dhéanamh go fiortil agus bunt cérais

chultaca-go-dhiosca-go-téip.

D’uasghradaigh an Musaem freisin a Lionra Achair
Fhairsing (WAN) 6 choras bunaithe go formhoér ar

chopar go chéras bunaithe ar shnéithin. Mhéadaigh
an fhorbairt seo go suntasach an bandaleithead idir

suimh an Mhusaeim.

Thar roinnt miosa, bhog an Musaem go dti
bonneagar nua-aimseartha oiridnaithe chun
riachtanais clar an Mhusaeim thar an chéad chuig

bliana eile dar gcionn a chomhlionadh, agus mar

sin ag meaitsedil amscéla tionscadail fardail na
mbailiuchan. Maidir le sin, thacaigh an Fhoireann
TFC freisin le lion méadaithe na n-usdideoir{ agus
shuitedil said rochtain lionra gan sreang sna limistéir

storala.

D’uasghradaigh an thoireann TFC na h-uasdideoiri
go léir 6 shraitheanna Office (2000 & 2003) go

dti an leagan 2007. Chomhordaigh an Fhoireann
freisin traendil de sin le Acmhainni Daonna. Sé

an t-uasghradu leagain seo an chéad chéim i gcur i
bhfeidhm inlin chomhoibrioch.

Combdblithi Coras Cléraithe, Feabbsaithe
sa Proiseas Gné agus Uathoibris, Bainistiocht
Socmbainne Digiti

Bhi an Fhoireann TFC ag obair leis an Roinn
Chléraithe chun a priomhchérais a aontu tré
ghlacadh le comhthairge le haghaidh cartlainne,
agus trén gcoras leabharlainne a uasghradua 6
thormadid dhuchasach go fhormaid bunachair
shonrai dbharach chaighdednach Musaeim.
Chabhraigh an Fhoireann leis an thorbairt
shaincheaptha a shonrt agus le pleanail ascnaimh
na dtaifead bailitichdin do ranndin Stair an Dulra,
Tocailt{ Atha Cliath agus Seaniarsmai Eireann,

go dti an gcdras atd in usdid cheana féin dos na
Ranndin Ealajona & Tionsclaioch agus Saol na
Tuaithe. Meastar go dtarléidh aontu seo taifead na
mbailitichdin i 2010.

Thosaigh forbairt chérais, chun proéiseas iarratais
Athraithe agus Ceadtnas Easportéla ar line don
Rannan Seaniarsmai Eireann, i 2009 agus ba chéir di
a bheith criochnaithe i 2010.



Cuireadh céras dirithithe bunaithe ar an inlion ar
f4il d’fhoirne oideachais lonnaithe i mBaile Atha
Cliath chun éirithinti turas a chomhordd agus

a riant. D’thonn bainistiocht buiséid a éascu,
cuireadh gléas tuairiscithe ag rianadh buiséad ar
bhonn miostil agus bunachar sonrai bainistiochta
sonrasc ar fail do bhainisteoiri an Aonaid Airgeadais

agus an Mhusaeim.

Chabhair an Fhoireann TFC le Roinn Fhotagrafach
an Mhusaeim le soldthar agus cur i bhfeidhm cérais

Bhainistiochta S6cmhainne Digiti.

Thosaigh cur i bhfeidhm inlin chomhoibrioch i
2009 chun préisis ghno a uathoibrit nios mo, ag
tosu le réimse gniomhaiochtai an TFC. Chuimsigh
sé seo foirm deisce cabhrach TF, bunachar faisnéise,
cur in 4irithe acmhainne agus leabharlanna
comhoibriocha do bhainistiocht doiciméad agus
d’thoilsiu. T4 sé beartaithe an t-inlion a imlonnu go
dti an chuid eile de Ranna an Mhusaeim i 2010.

Ldithredn Gréasdin
Chonaic bliain a d6 de ghréasin nua an Mhusaeim

na gniomhaiochtai seo a leanas:

® Lainsedil an leagain Ghaeilge a chlidaionn
an chuid is mé den inneachar statach.

® Folas uasditaithe go rialta le athraithe
iarrtha 6 ranna éagstla

® Uathoibrit féilire imeachtai an Mhusaeim
agus athraithe di chomhéadain chuardaigh

® Ag traendil Ranna eile an Mhusaeim chun
usdid a bhaint as an gcoras bainistiochta

inneachair chun ranndga iomchui a uasdétu

® Suirbhé chun cuairteoiri ar line a phroéifilia
agus aiseolas a iarraidh

® Anailis staitistici na gcuairteanna ar line, go
formhor lionta agus comhdhéanamh

® Diriu ar éascaiocht uséide agus ar shrianta
ilmhedn an choérais bhainistiochta inneachair

® Ag tact na Ranna Oideachais le scribhneoir
inneachair a chonrt chun a mhéadu ar
shoiléire na rannodige Explore and Learn

® Ag cabhri leis an Roinn Mhargaiochta

cumais na Medn Séisialta a thiosrd

Rannphiirtiocht i nGniombachtai Fadanaithe
Poibli

Chabhair an fthoireann TFC leis na léirithe
idirghniomhacha sna gealaraithe go léir a
chothabhail. Ghlac si pairt ghniomach freisin 1
taispeantas The Dead Zoo at Large — Seoda Mhiisaem
Stair An Diilra a chruthi. Chomhordaigh si

agus sholathraigh si na gnéithe ba mho des na
léirithe idirghniomhacha agus rollaidh isteach, le
léirit féintite DVD den taispeantas An Dombain:
Ar Suiomh sa Spds san 4ireamh agus liosta
idirghniomhach des na laithredin ghréasin dbhartha

sa seomra leabharlainne poibli.

D’ftheabhsaigh an fhoireann TFC diseanna an
tseomra acmhainne oideachais freisin. Chuimsigh
sé seo suitedil boird idirghniomhaigh sna hEalaiona

Maisitla agus Stair.
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I have audited the financial statements of the
Board of the National Museum of Ireland for the
year ended 31 December 2009 under the National
Cultural Institutions Act, 1997.

The financial statements, which have been prepared
under the accounting policies set out therein,
comprise the Statement of Accounting Policies, the
Income and Expenditure Account, the Statement
of Total Recognised Gains and Losses, the Balance
Sheet, the Cash Flow Statements and the related

notes.

Respective Responsibilities of the Members of the
Board and the Comptroller and Auditor General

The Board is responsible for preparing the financial
statements in accordance with the National
Cultural Institutions Act, 1997, and for ensuring
the regularity of transactions. The Board prepares
the financial statements in accordance with
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland.
The accounting responsibilities of the Members

of the Board are set out in the Statement of

Responsibilities of the Board.

My responsibility is to audit the financial statements
in accordance with relevant legal and regulatory
requirements and International Standards on
Auditing (UK and Ireland).

I report my opinion as to whether the financial
statements give a true and fair view, in accordance
with Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in
Ireland. I also report whether in my opinion proper
books of account have been kept. In addition, I state
whether the financial statements are in agreement

with the books of account.

I report any material instance where moneys have
not been applied for the purposes intended or where
the transactions do not conform to the authorities

governing them.

I also report if I have not obtained all the
information and explanations necessary for the

purpose of my audit.

I review whether the Statement on Internal
Financial Control reflects the Board’s compliance
with the Code of Practice for the Governance of
State Bodies and report any material instance where
it does not do so, or if the statements is misleading
or inconsistent with other information of which I
am aware from my audit of the financial statements.
I am not required to consider whether the Statement
on Internal Financial Control covers all financial
risks and controls, or to form an opinion on the

effectiveness of the risk and control procedures.

I read other information contained in the Annual
Report, and consider whether it is consistent with
the audited financial statements. I consider the
implications for my report if I become aware of any
apparent misstatements or material inconsistencies

with the financial statements.

Basis of Audit Opinion

In the exercise of my function as Comptroller

and Auditor General, I conducted my audit

of the financial statements in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland)
issued by the Auditing Practices Board and by
reference to the special considerations which attach
to State Bodies in relation to their management

and operation. An audit includes examination, on



a test basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and
disclosures and regularity of the financial transactions
included in the financial statements. It also includes an
assessment of the significant estimates and judgments
made in the preparation of the financial statements,
and of whether the accounting policies are appropriate
to the Board’s circumstances, consistently applied and

adequately disclosed.

I planned and performed my audit so as to obtain all
the information and explanations that I considered
necessary in order to provide me with sufficient
evidence to give reasonable assurance that the financial
statements are free from material misstatement,
whether caused by fraud, or other irregularity or error.
In forming my opinion I also evaluated the overall
adequacy of the presentation of information in the

financial statements.

Opinion

In my opinion, the financial statements give a true
and fair view, in accordance with Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice in Ireland, of the state of the
Board’s affairs at 31 December 2009 and of its income

and expenditure for the year then ended.

In my opinion, proper books of account have been
kept by the Board. The financial statements are in

agreement with the books of account.

{)Q\ét

Gerard Smyth
For and on behalf of the

Comptroller and Auditor General

30" April 2010
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CUNTAS AGUS CISTE LE CUR FAOI
BHRAID TITHE AN OIREACHTAIS
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D’initdch mé ritis airgeadais Bhord Ard-Mhusaem
na hEireann don bhliain go 31 Nollaig 2009 facin
Acht um Institigidi Culturtha Néisiinta 1997.

Cuimsionn na réitis airgeadais, a d’ullmhajodh de
réir na bpolasaithe cuntasaiochta leagtha amach
istigh ansin, Réiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta,
an Cuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais, Réiteas ar
Shochair agus ar Chaillteanais Iomldin Aitheanta,
an Clar Comhardaithe, an Réiteas Sreabhadh Airgid

agus na notai gaolmhara.

Freagrachtai Ball an Bhoird agus an Ard-Reachtaire

Cuntas agus Ciste faoi seach

T4 an Bord freagrach as na rditis airgeadais a ullmhua
de réir an Achta um Institididi Cultdrtha Naisiunta
1997, agus as rialtacht na n-idirbheart a chinntid.
Ullmhaionn an Bord na raitis airgeadais de réir

an Chleachtais Chuntasaiochta Inghlactha go
Ginearalta in Eirinn. T4 freagrachtai cuntasafochta
Ball an Bhoird leagtha amach i Réitis ar Fhregrachtai
an Bhoird.

Si mo fhreagracht na na réitis airgeadais a iniichadh
de réir riachtanas dlithiuil agus rialdla bainteacha
agus Caighdedn Idirndisiunta ar Inidchadh (Riocht
Aontaithe agus Eire).

Tuariscim mo thuairim i dtaobh cé acu an
dtugann né nach dtugann na raitis airgeadais
ambharc fior agus cothrom, de réir an Chleachtais
Chuntasajochta Inghlactha go Ginearélta in
Eirinn. Tuairiscim freisin cé acu an coinniodh né
nér coinniodh leabhair chuntasaiochta iomchui

1 mo thuairim. Cé is moite de sin dearbhaim cé
acu an bhfuil né nach bhfuil na réitis airgeadais i

gcomhaontu leis na leabhair chuntasaiochta.

Tuairiscim aon chds dbharach ait nar feidhmiodh
an t-airgead dos na cuspdir beartaithe né it nach

gcloionn na h-idirbhearta leis na hidarais 4 rialu.

Tuairiscim freisin muna bhfuair mé an t-eolas
agus na minitchdin go léir is gd dom chun criocha

m’initchta.

Athbhreithnim cé acu an fhrithchaitheann an
Réiteas ar Rialu Airgeadais Inmheédnach géilleadh
an Bhoird don Chdéd Cleachtais do Rialachas
Combhlachtai Stéit agus tuairiscim aon chds abharach
4it nach amhlaigh, n6 md td an raiteas mithreorach
né ar neamhréir le eolas eile faoin a bhfuil mé
feasach 6 iniuchadh na raiteas airgeadais seo agam.
Ni éilitear orm a mheabhrt cé acu an gclidaionn
nd nach gclidaionn an Rditeas ar Rialt Airgeadais
Inmhednach na priacail agus na rialuithe airgeadais
uile, na teacht ar thuairim faoi éifeachtacht nésanna

imeachta an phriacail agus an rialaithe.

Léim eolas eile atd sa Tuarascail Bhliantdil, agus
meabhraim cé acu an bhfuil sé i gcomhréir leis

na réitis airgeadais initichtha né nach bhfuil.
Meabhraim impleachtai mo thuarascala més rud ¢é
go n-éirim feasach faoi aon mhirditis dhealraitheacha
n6 neamhréireachtai dbharacha leis na réitis

airgeadais.

Bonn na Tuairime Inivichta

I gcleachtadh m’ftheidhme mar ArdReachtaire
Cuntas agus Ciste, chomhlion mé initichadh na
rditeas airgeadais de réir Caighdedn Idirndisiunta
ar Initichéireacht (na Riocht Aontaithe agus Eire)

a d’eisigh An Bord Cleachtas Iniuchoireachta agus
tri thagairt dos na dalai speisialta a ghabhann le
comhlachtai Stdit maidir lena mbainistiocht agus
lena bhfeidhmit. Cuimsionn initichadh scrady, ar
bhonn tastéla, na fianaise até ag baint le méideanna
agus nochtadh agus rialtacht na n-idirbheart
airgeadais atd cuimsithe sna rditis airgeadais.
Cuimsionn sé freisin measunt na meastichin agus
na mbreithitinas suntasach déanta in ullmhtchin
na réiteas airgeadais, agus i dtaobh an bhfuil na

polasaithe cuntasaiochta oiriunach d’imthosca an



Bhoird, curtha i bhfeidhm go comhchui agus nochta
a dhéthain.

Phlean mé agus chomhlion mé m’initichadh chun
an t-eolas go léir a bhailid maraon leis na minithe
ba riachtanach dom d’thonn go leor fianaise a
sholathair dom chun a dhearbhu go réastinta go
bhfuil na réitis airgeadais saor 6 aon mhiraiteas
abharach, cé acu de thoradh ar chalaois né ar aon
neambhrialtacht eile n6 ar bhotun é. Agus mé ag
crutht mo thuairime luachdil mé freisin déthanacht

1éirit an eolais sna raitis airgeadais.

Tuairim

I mo thuairimse tugann na réitis airgeadais
radharc fior agus cothrom, de réir an Chleachtais
Cuntasaiochta a Ghlactar leis go Ginearélta in
Eirinn, de stidas gn6thai an Bhoird ar an 31¢
Nollaig 2009 agus dd ioncam agus d4 chaiteachas

don deireadh bliana sin.

I mo thuairimse choimead an Bord leabhair chuntais
chui. Aontaionn na rditis airgeadais leis na leabhair

chuntais.

Gerard Smyth
Do agus thar ceann an

ArdReachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste

30% Aibredn 2010
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The National Museum of Ireland (NMI) presents its
report for the year ended 31*t December 2009.

Responsibilities of the Board Members
Section 35 of the National Cultural Institutions
Act, 1997, requires the Board to prepare financial
statements in such form as may be approved by
the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism with
the concurrence of the Minister for Finance. In
preparing those financial statements, the Board is
required to:
® Select suitable accounting policies and then
apply them consistently.
® Make judgements and estimates that are
reasonable and prudent.
® Drepare the financial statements on the
going concern basis unless it is inappropriate
to presume that the Museum will continue
in operation.
@ Disclose and explain any material departures

from applicable accounting standards.

The Board members are responsible for keeping
proper books of account, which disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial
position of the Museum and enable them to ensure
that the financial statements comply with Section 35

of the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997.

The Board is responsible for the stewardship of the
artefacts, which are owned by the State. The Board
oversees the functions previously the prerogative of

Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.

The Board is also responsible for safeguarding
the assets of the Museum and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of

fraud and other irregularities.

On bebalf of the Board:

L R P= R S P

Dr John O’Mahony

Chairman

Board Member

Date: 21/04/2010



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN
RAITIS AIRGEADAIS DON BHLIAIN GO 31Y NOLLAIG 2009

RAITEAS AR FHREAGRACHTAIL

AN BHOIRD

Tiolacann Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann a thuarascail
don bhliain go 31¢ Nollaig 2009.

Freagrachtai Bhall an Bhoird
Cuireann Ranndg 35 den Acht um Institittidi
Culturtha Ndisitinta, 1997, de cheangal ar an mBord
Raitis Airgeadais a ullmhu i bhfoirm a bhféadfadh
an tAire Ealaion, Spéirt agus Turasdireachta a
cheadu le comhthoilit an Aire Airgeadais. In
ullmhuchdn na Raiteas Airgeadais seo is ga leis an
mBord:
® Polasaithe cuntasaiochta oiriinacha a
roghnu agus iad a theidhmit ansin go seasta.
® Breithitnais agus meastachdin a dhéanamh
atd go réasunta agus go crionna.
® Na rditis airgeadais a ullmht ar bhonn
ghno leanunaigh mura michui é glacadh
leis go leanfaidh an Musaem ar aghaidh ag
feidhmiu.
® Aon tréigeadh dbharach de chaighdedin
chuntasajochta infheidhmithe a nochtadh

agus a mhiniu.

T4 Baill an Bhoird freagrach as leabhair chuntais
chui a choimedd a nochtann le cruinneas réasunta
ag aon am ar bith staid airgeadais an Mhusaeim
agus a ligeann do6ibh a chinntiu go gcloionn na raitis
airgeadais le Ranndg 35 den Acht um Instititiidi
Cultartha Naisianta, 1997.

T4 an Bord freagrach as an mhaoirseacht ar na
déantdin atd i sheilbh an Stdit. Bionn an Bord
ag faire ar na feidhmeanna a bhi cheana féin
mar shainchumas na Ranna Ealajon, Spéirt agus

Turaséireachta.

T4 an Bord freagrach chomh maith as sécmhainni
an Bhoird a shldnt agus d4 bhri sin chun
céimeanna réasunta a thogaint do chosc agus do

bhleachtaireacht calaoise agus neambhrialtachtai eile.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

L A T= W N P,

An Dr John O’Mahony
Cathaoirleach

Ball den mBord

Dita: 21/04/2010
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Responsibility for System of Internal Financial
Control

On behalf of the Board of the National Museum of
Ireland I acknowledge our responsibility for ensuring
that an effective system of internal financial control
is maintained and operated.

The system can provide reasonable but not absolute
assurance that assets are safeguarded, transactions
are authorised and properly recorded, and that
material errors or irregularities are either prevented

or would be detected in a timely period.

Key Control Procedures
The Board has taken steps to ensure an appropriate
control environment by:

o Clearly defining management
responsibilities;

® Establishing formal procedures for reporting
significant control failures and ensuring
appropriate corrective action.

The Board has established processes to identify and
evaluate business risks by:

o Identifying the nature, extent and financial
implication of risks facing the body,
including the extent and categories, which it
regards as acceptable;

® Assessing the likelihood of identified risks
occurring;

® Assessing the Museum’s ability to manage
and mitigate the risks that do occur;

® Assessing the costs of operating particular
controls relative to the benefit obtained.

The system of internal financial control is based on
a framework of regular management information,
administrative procedures including segregation

of duties, and a system of delegation and
accountability.

In particular it includes:

o Comprehensive budgeting system with an
annual budget which is reviewed and agreed
by the Board;

® Quarterly Reviews by the Board of financial
information which indicate financial
performance against forecasts;

@ Setting targets to measure financial and

other performance;

® Clearly defined capital investment control

guidelines;

o Formal project management disciplines.
The Board of the Museum has established an Audit
Committee and set the Committee’s terms of
reference. The Committee met on seven occasions
in the year ended 31* December 2009.

The National Museum of Ireland has outsourced
the internal audit function, a request for tender was
published in February 2010, and a new contract for
the continuation of the service will be awarded for a
three year period.

Internal Audit operates in accordance with the
Framework Code of Best Practice set out in the
Code of Practice for the Governance of State
Bodies. Its work is informed by the analysis of the
risks to which the Museum is exposed, and annual
internal audit plans are based on this analysis. The
analysis of risk and the internal audit plans are
endorsed by the Audit Committee and approved by
the Board. At least annually, the Audit Committee
provides the Board with a report of internal audit
activity.

The internal auditors conduct on a rolling basis

an examination of internal controls in the key
financial areas and report its findings to the Audit
Committee. All internal audit reports are considered
by the Audit Committee. Its recommendations
together with key reports are communicated to the
Board to enable the Board to discharge its oversight

responsibilities.

Annual Review of Controls
A review of the effectiveness of the system of

internal financial control was completed in 2009.

On bebalf of the Board:

L QA T= T N~ P,

Dr John O’Mahony

Chairman

Date: 21/04/2010



RAITEAS AR RIALU AIRGEADAIS

INMHEANACH

Freagracht don Chdras Rialaithe Airgeadais
Inmheanach

Thar ceann Bhord Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann
aithnim ar bhfreagras chun a chinntit go gcothaitear
agus go n-oibritear cdras éifeachtach rialaithe
airgeadais inmhednaigh.

Ni feidir leis an gcdras ach dearbht réastinta ach ni
iomldn a shol4thair go sldnaitear na sécmhainni,
go gceadaitear na hidirbhearta agus go dtaifeadtar
iad i gceart, agus go gcoisctear earrdidi dbharacha
né neamhrialtachtai né go bhfaighfai amach iad 1

dtréimhse trathuil.

Eochairnésanna imeachta faireachéin
Rinne an Bord gach beart chun timpeallacht
thaireachdin chui a chinntiu tré:

® Freagrachtai bainistiochta a shainmhiniu go
soiléar;

e Nosanna imeachta foirmitla a bhunu
chun teipeanna faireachdin suntasacha a
thuairiscia agus chun gniomh coigeartaithe
iomchui a chinntig.

Bhunaigh an Bord préisis chun fiontair ghné a
aithinit agus a luachil tré:

® Nédur, méid agus impleachtai airgeadais
na bhfiontar in éadan an chomhlachta
a aithinit, leis an fhairsinge agus na
hearnélacha san direambh, ata inghlactha dar
leis;

® An chosulacht go dtitfidh na fiontair
aitheanta amach a mheastnu;

o Cumas an Mhusaeim a mheasint chun na
fiontair a thiteann amach a bhainistiti agus a
mbhaoly;

® Costais oibrithe rialuithe faoi leith a
mbheasunu i gcoimhneas leis an leas a
bhaintear amach.

T4 an coras faireachdin airgeadais inmhednach
bunaithe ar chreatlach d’eolas bainistiochta rialta,

ar nésanna imeachta riarachdin le idirdheighilt na
ndualgaisi san direamh, agus ar chéras tarmligin agus
freagrachta.

Cuimsionn sé ach go héirithe:

® Coras buiséadachta cuimsitheach le buiséad
bliantdil a n-athbhreithnionn agus a
n-aontaionn an Bord;

o Athbhreithnithe Rdithitla an Bhoird ar
an eolas airgeadais a léirionn feidhmia

airgeadais in éadan na réamhaisnéisi;

® Cuspdiri a leagadh sios chun feidhmit
airgeadais agus eile a thombhais;
o Treoirlinte faireachdin infheistithe chaipitil
sainmhinithe go soiléar;

® Smachta foirmitla bainistiochta tionscadal.
Bhunaigh Bord an Mhusaeim Coiste Initchta agus
leag sé sios téarmai tagartha an Choiste. Théinig an
Coiste ar seacht n-6cdid le chéile sa bhliain go 31%
Nollaig 2009.
D’thoinsigh Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann an
theidhm initchta inmhednaigh, foilsiodh iarratas
ar thairiscint i mhi Feabhra 2010, agus bronnfar
conradh nua do leandint na seirbhise ar feadh
tréimhse tri bliana.
Oibrionn Initichadh Inmhednach de réir Chreatlach
Chdéd an Chleachtais Is Fearr leagtha thios sa Chod
Cleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtai an Stait.
Foirmitear a chuid oibre tré anailis na bhfiontar ata i
mbealach an Mhusaeim, agus td pleananna blianttla
initichta inmhednaigh bunaithe ar an anailis seo.
T4 anailis an fhiontair agus na pleananna iniuchta
inmhednaigh formhuinithe ag an gCoiste Iniuchta
agus formheasta ag an mBord. Ar a laghad go
bliantuil solathraionn an Coiste Initchta tuarascail
faoin ghniomhaiocht inidchta inmhednaigh don
Bhord.
Scradaionn na hinitchéiri inmhednacha ar bhonn
rollta na smachta inmhednacha sna heocharlimistéir
airgeadais agus tuairiscionn siad a gcinnti don
Choiste Iniuchta. Measann an Coiste Iniuchta na
tuarascélacha initichta inmheénaigh go léir. Cuirtear
a chuid moltai in éineacht le heocharthuarascélacha
in 14l don Bhord chun a ligint don Bhord a chuid

dualgaisi maoirseachta a chomhlionadh.

Athbhreithnit Bliantdil ar na Rialtain
Criochnaiodh athbhreithniu ar éifeachtacht an

chérais rialtichdin airgeadais inmhednaigh i 2009.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

LA P= W N P,

An Dr John O’Mahony
Cathaoirleach

Ddta: 21/04/2010
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1. Basis of Accounting

The financial statements are prepared under the accruals
method of accounting, except as stated under item 4,
and under the historical cost convention in the form
approved by the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism
with the concurrence of the Minister for Finance in
accordance with Section 35 of the National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997.

Financial Reporting Standards recommended by the
recognised Accountancy Bodies are adopted, as they

become operative.

2. Heritage Assets and Collections

In accordance with the National Cultural Institutions
Act, 1997 all Museum heritage objects are the property
of the State. The Board of the National Museum of
Ireland has the power to enlarge the collection of

museum heritage objects for the benefit of the public.

The National Museum of Ireland charges expenditure on

heritage objects to the income and expenditure account
in the year they are purchased.

The Board of the National Museum of Ireland also has
the power to lend Museum heritage objects, subject to
the provisions of Section 17 of the National Cultural

Institutions Act, 1997.

3. Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation
Tangible fixed assets are shown at cost less accumulated
depreciation.

Tangible fixed assets below the capitalisation threshold
of €1,000 (except for Information Technology assets
which have a threshold of €750) are expended in the
Income & Expenditure Account in the year of purchase.
Depreciation is charged in the income and expenditure
account, on a straight-line basis, at the annual rates

set out below, so as to write off the cost of the assets,
adjusted for estimated residual value, over the expected

useful life of each appropriate category.

o Equipment 20%
o Information Technology 33.33%
o Furniture 10%
o Exhibition Assets 20%

4. Income Recognition
Grants from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism
(DAST) are accounted for on a receipts basis and

represent cash grants received in the year.

5. Shops
Shops are operated by the museum and sell stock items
for cash. Stock is valued at the lower of cost and net

realisable value.

6. Capital Account

State grants used for the purchase of fixed assets are
transferred to the Capital Account in the year in which
the expenditure is incurred and are credited to income
over the useful lives of the related assets.

The Capital Account balance represents the
unamortised funds utilised for the acquisition of fixed

assets.

7. Superannuation

In accordance with Section 33 of the National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997, a Staff Superannuation Scheme
consisting of a Main Scheme and Associated Spouses
& Children’s Scheme has been drafted. Details of the
scheme have been submitted to the Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism, for approval by the Minister with
the consent of the Minister for Finance.

The NMI Staff Superannuation Scheme is a defined
benefit scheme which is funded annually from monies
made available to NMI including the allocation
received from DAST and the contributions deducted
from staff salaries, which are retained by the Museum
on the basis that the Department of Finance may
require that they be remitted to them.

Benefits include a retirement gratuity and annual
pension, death gratuity (Main Scheme), and a spouses
and /or dependants pension (if applicable) if the
member predeceases his/her spouse (Spouses &
Children’s Scheme).

Pensions will normally increase, subject to Ministerial
approval, in line with relevant pay increases applicable
to serving staff and such pay increases are effective
from the same dates as pay increases.

Pension costs reflect pension benefits earned

by staff in the period and are shown net of staff
pension deductions which are retained by the NMIL
An amount corresponding to the pension charge

is recognised as income to the extent that it is
recoverable, and offset by grants received in the year to
discharge pension payments.

Actuarial gains and losses arising on scheme liabilities
are reflected in the Statement of Total Recognised
Gains and Losses and a corresponding adjustment is
recognised in the amount recoverable from DAST.
Pension liabilities represent the present value of future
pension payments earned by staff to date. Deferred
pension funding represents the corresponding asset, to

be recovered in future periods from DAST.



RAITEAS AR PHOLASAITHE

CUNTASATIOCHTA

1. Buniis na Cuntasaiochta

Ullmhaitear na réitis airgeadais faoin mhodh
cuntasaiochta fabhraithe, ach amhd4in mar a mhaitear

faoi mhir 4, agus faoin ghnas chostas stairiuil i bhfoirm a
cheadajonn an tAire Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turasoireachta
le comhthoilit an Aire Airgeadais de réir Alt 35 den Acht
um Instititidi Cultdrtha Naisianta, 1997.

Glactar le Caighdedin Thuairiscithe Airgeadais a mholann
na Comhlachtai Cuntasaiochta Aitheanta, de réir mar a

gcuirtear iad i bhfeidhm.

2. S6cmhainni Oidhreachta agus Bailitichin
De réir an Achta um Institididi Cultértha Ndisitnta,
1997 ta réada oidhreachta an Mhusaeim go léir i sheilbh
an Stait. T4 an chumhacht ag Bord Ard-Mhusaem na
hEireann bailitichdn réad oidhreachta an Mhusaeim a
mhéadu ar leas an phobail. Cuireann Ard-mhusaem na
hEireann caiteachas ar réada oidhreachta de mhuirear

ar an gcuntas ioncaim agus caiteachais sa bhliain ina
gceannaitear iad.

Ta an chumhacht ag Bord Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann
freisin réada oidhreachta an Mhusaeim a thabhairt ar
iasacht, faoi réir foralacha Alt 17 den Acht um Instititidi
Cultartha Naisianta, 1997.

3. Bunsécmhainni Solaimhsithe
agus Dimheas

Léiritear bunsécmhainni soldimhsithe ag an gcostas laide
dimheas carnaithe.
Caitear bunsécmhainni soldimhsithe faoin dtairseach
caipitlithe de €1,000 sa Chuntas Ioncaim agus
Caiteachais 1 bhliain an cheannaigh (ach amhdin trealamh
Teicneolaiochta Fhaisnéise ag a bhfuil tairseach de €750).
Cuirtear dimheas de mhuirear sa chuntas ioncaim agus
caiteachais, ar bhonn line dir{, ag na rtai bliantula atd
leagtha amach thios, chun na sécmhainni a dhiscriobh,
coigeartaithe d’iarmharluach measta, thar an saol
usaideach ionchais de gach earndil chui.

® Trealamh 20%

® Teicneolaiocht Fhaisnéise 33.33%
® Troscin 10%
® Sécmbhainni Taispedntais 20%

4. Aitheantas Ioncaim
Tugtar cuntas i dheontais 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt agus
Turaséireachta (DAST) ar bhonn fhaltas agus 1éirfonn siad

deontais airgid ghlain a fuarthas sa bhliain.

5. Siopai
Oibrionn an Mudsaem na siopai agus diolann sé mireanna
stoic ar airgead tirim. Meastntar an stoc ag an luach

costais inréadaithe glan nios isle.

6. Cuntas Caipitil

Aistritear deontais an Stdit a n-usdideadh do cheannach
bunsécmhainni don Chuntas Caipitil sa bhliain

ina thabhaitear an caiteachas agus cuirtear iad chun
sochair d’ioncam thar saolta usdideacha na sécmhainni
gaolmhara.

Léirionn iarmhéid an Chuntais Chaipitil na maoine
neamhmbhathaithe a baineadh tsdid astu do ghnéthu

bunsécmhainni.

7. Aoisliuntas

De réir Rannég 33 den Acht um Instititiidi Cultdrtha
Naisiunta, 1997, dréachtadh Scéim Aoislitintais don
Fhoireann déanta suas de Phriomhscéim agus de Scéim
Chombhlachaithe do Chéili & Leanai. Cuireadh sonrai
na scéime faoi bhraid an Aire Ealaion, Spoirt agus
Turasdireachta (DAST), le formheas an Aire le toilit an
Aire Airgeadais.

Is scéim sochair sainmhinithe { Scéim Aoislitintais
Fhoireann Ard-mhusaem na hEireann a mhaoinitear go
bliantuil 6 airgead a chuirtear ar féil d’Ard-mhusaem na
hEireann leis an chionroinnt a fuarthas 6 DAST agus na
ranniocai asbhainte é thuarastail na foirne san direamh,
a choinionn an Musaem ar an mbonn go n-iarrfadh an
Roinn Airgeadais b’théidir iad a mhaitheamh di.
Cuimsionn na sochair aisce scoir agus pinsean bliantuil,
aisce bhéis (Priomhscéim), agus pinsean do chéili agus /
né do chleithitinaithe (més bainteach é) ma thaigheann
an ball bas roimh a chéile / a céile (Scéim do Chéili &
Leanai).

Méadoéidh pinsin i geoitinne, faoi réir formheasa an
Aire, de réir méadaithe pa innidla intheidhmithe don
thoireann reatha agus téann méadaithe phé den sért sin i
bhfeidhm ar an data céanna agus na méadaithe pa.
Frithchaitheann costais an phinsin sochair an phinsin

a ghnéthaionn an fhoireann sa tréimhse agus 1éiritear
iad glan 6 aisbhainti phinsin na foirne a choinionn
Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann. Aithnitear aon mhéid ar
chombhréir leis an muirear phinsin mar ioncam sa mhéid
go bhfuil sé inaisghafa, agus slanaithe le deontais faighte
sa bhliain chun {ocaiochtai phinsin a ghlanadh.

T4 na sochair agus na caillteanais achtdireacha ag eascairt
6 dhliteanais na scéime frithcaite i Réiteas na Sochar
agus na gCaillteanas lIomlan Aitheanta agus td coigeartu
comhfhreagrach aitheanta sa mhéid inghnéthaithe 6n
Roinn Ealaion, Spéirt agus Turasdireachta (DAST).
Léirionn dliteanais phinsin luach ldithreach na
n-focaiochtai pinsin le teacht a shaothraigh an fthoireann
go dti seo. Léirionn maoinit pinsin iarchurtha an
tsdcmhainn chomhfhreagrach, le gnétha i dtréimhsi le

teacht 6 DAST.
eacht 6 61
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

2009 2008

INCOME Notes € €
Oireachtas Grant 3(a) 15,268,490 18,953,059
Museum Shops 2 (81,416) 33,957
Corporate Income 3(b) 96,575 71,687
Sponsorship and Donations 28,692 30,175
Net Deferred Funding for Pensions in Year 14(c) 2,914,000 2,445,000
TOTAL INCOME 18,226,341 21,533,878
EXPENDITURE

Administration 5 10,463,439 10,878,566
Services 6 3,331,394 4,644,325
Collections 7 1,354,814 1,563,107
Artefacts/Specimens 8 162,916 745,093
Pension Costs 14(a) 2,767,490 2,381,059
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 18,080,053 20,212,150
OPERATING INCOME 146,288 1,321,728
Transfer (to)/from Capital Account 4 16,987 (747,395)
Surplus/(Deficit) for year 163,275 574,333
Balance at 1% January 1,751,730 1,177,397
Balance at 31% December 1,915,005 1,751,730

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 20 form part of these financial statements.

On bebalf of the Board:

Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director

Z : Date:21/04/2010
Board Member



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN
CUNTAS IONCAIM AGUS CAITEACHAIS
DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

2009 2008

IONCAM Notai € €
Deontas an Oireachtais 3(a) 15,268,490 18,953,059
Siopai an Mhusaeim 2 (81,416) 33,957
Ioncam Corpardideach 3(b) 96,575 71,687
Urraiocht agus Deonaithe 28,692 30,175
Maoinit Iarchurtha Glan do Phinsin sa Bhliain 14(c) 2,914,000 2,445,000
IONCAM IOMLAN 18,226,341 21,533,878
CAITEACHAS

Riarachin 5 10,463,439 10,787,566
Seirbhisi 6 3,331,394 4,644,325
Bailitichdin 7 1,354,814 1,563,107
Déantdain / Eiseamldiri 8 162,916 745,093
Costais Phinsin 14(a) 2,767,490 2,381,059
CAITEACHAS IOMLAN 18,080,053 20,212,150
IONCAM OIBRIUCHAIN 146,288 1,321,728
Aistrit (go) / én gCuntas Caipitil 4 16,987 (747,395)
Barrachas / (Easnamh) don bhliain 163,275 574,333
Iarmhéid ag an 1° Eanair 1,751,730 1,177,397
Iarmhéid ag an 31¢ Nollaig 1,915,005 1,751,730

Déanann Rditeas na bPolasaithe Cuntasaiochta agus nétai 1 go 20 cuid des na Raitis Airgeadais seo.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

® Aohedelav, %%%

Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace
Cathaoirleach Stiarthoir

Z : Dita: 21/04/2010

Ball den mBord
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

STATEMENT OF TOTAL RECOGNISED GAINS AND LOSSES
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

STATEMENT OF TOTAL RECOGNISED
GAINS AND LOSSES

Surplus/(Deficit) for year
Actuarial gain/(loss) on pension scheme liabilities

Adjustment to Deferred Pension Funding

Total recognised gain/(loss) for the year

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 20 form part of these financial statements.

14(b)
14(b)

2009 2008
€ €
163,275 574,333
(1,186,000) (555,000)
1,186,000 555,000
163,275 574,333

On bebalf of the Board:
Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director

K ‘ Date: 21/04/2010

Board Member



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

RAITEAS AR NA SOCHAIR AGUS AR NA CAILLTEANTAIS

JOMLAIN AITHEANTA

DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

RAITEAS AR NA SOCHAIR AGUS AR NA
CAILLTEANAIS IOMLAIN AITHEANTA

Sochair / (Caillteanais) don Bhliain
Sochar / (caillteanas) achtuireach ar dhliteanais phinsin

Coigearti don Mhaoinit Pinsin larchurtha

Sochair / (caillteanais) iomlan aitheanta don Bhliain

Déanann Rditeas na bPolasaithe Cuntasajochta agus nétai 1 go 20 cuid des na Réitis Airgeadais seo.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

R I olav

14(b)
14(b)

2009 2008
€ €
163,275 574,333
(1,186,000) (555,000)
1,186,000 555,000
163,275 574,333

v

Dr John O’Mahony

Dr Patrick F Wallace

Cathaoirleach Stiurthoéir

Ball den mBord

Ddita: 21/04/2010
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND
BALANCE SHEET AS AT
31°" DECEMBER 2009

Fixed Assets
Tangible assets
Current assets
Museum Shop Stocks

Debtors and Prepayments
Cash at Bank

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Net current Assets

Total Assets less current liabilities

Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year

Deferred Pension Funding

Pensions Liabilities
Total Net Assets
Represented by

Capital Account

Income and Expenditure Account Surplus

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 20 form part of these financial statements.

Notes

10

11

14 (¢)
14 (b)

2009 2008
€ €
1,839,062 1,856,049
1,839,062 1,856,049
605,785 568,764
870,861 136,256
1,784,500 2,411,973
3,261,146 3,116,993
1,346,141 1,365,263
1,915,005 1,751,730
3,754,067 3,607,779
27,400,000 23,300,000
(27,400,000) (23,300,000)
3,754,067 3,607,779
1,839,062 1,856,049
1,915,005 1,751,730
3,754,067 3,607,779

On bebalf of the Board:
Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director

Z : Date: 21/04/2010

Board Member



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN
CLAR COMHARDAITHE AG AN
31Y NOLLAIG 2009

Notai

Bunsécmhainni

S6cmhainni Soldimhsithe 9
Sécmhainni Reatha

Stoic Siopa an Mhusaeim

Feichitinaithe agus Réamhiocaiochtai 10

Airgid Tirim ag an mBanc

Creiditinaithe: Méideanna a n-éirfonn dlite laistigh
de bhliain amhéin 11

Socmhainni Reatha Glana
Socmhainni Iomlain ldide dliteanais reatha

Creiditinaithe: Méideanna a n-éirionn dlite taréis

nios mé na bliain amhain

Maoinid Pinsin larchurtha 14 (¢
Dliteanais Phinsin 14 (b)

S6cmhainni Glana Iomlain
Léirithe tré

Chuntas Caipitil 4

Bharrachas Chuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais

2009 2008
€ €
1,839,062 1,856,049
1,839,062 1,856,049
605,785 568,764
870,861 136,256
1,784,500 2,411,973
3,261,146 3,116,993
1,346,141 1,365,263
1,915,005 1,751,730
3,754,067 3,607,779
27,400,000 23,300,000
(27,400,000) (23,300,000)
3,754,067 3,607,779
1,839,062 1,856,049
1,915,005 1,751,730
3,754,067 3,607,779

Déanann Rditeas na bPolasaithe Cuntasaiochta agus nétai 1 go 20 cuid des na Réitis Airgeadais seo.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

L R T= W N " P

i WK/ _\72’%06(_,

Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace

Cathaoirleach Stiurthoir

Z ; Ddita: 21/04/2010

Ball den mBord
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

CASHFLOWST ATEMENT

YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

Reconciliation of Net Operating Surplus
Operating Surplus

Transfer to / (from) Capital Reserve
Depreciation

(Increase)/ Decrease in Debtors

Increase / (Decrease) in Creditors

(Increase) / Decrease in Stocks

Profit on disposal of fixed asset

Net Cash Inflow from Operating Activities

Cash Flow Statement

Net Cash Inflow from Operating Activities
Payments to acquire assets

Proceeds on sale of assets

(Decrease) / Increase in cash

Reconciliation of net cash flow to movements in net funds

Net funds at 31*t December
Net funds at 1 January

Movement in net funds for the year

Analysis of changes in net (debt)/funds

At 1 January 2009
Cash flows
At 31* December 2009

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 20 form part of these financial statements.

Note

2009 2008
€ €
163,275 574,333
(16,987) 747,395
609,644 446,993
(734,605) (44,373)
(19,122) (100,700)
(37,021) (189,721)
- (10,509)
(34,816) 1,423,418
(34,816) 1,423,418
(592,657) (856,048)
- 10,890
(627,473) 578,260
1,784,500 2,411,973
2,411,973 1,833,713
(627473) 578,260
Cash at bank
and in hand
€
2,411,973
(627,473)
1,784,500

On bebalf of the Board:

Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director

Z ‘ Date: 21/04/2010
Board Member



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN
RAITEAS SREABHADH AIRGID
DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

2009 2008
Notai € €
Réiteach an Bharrachais Fheidhmitichdin Ghlain
Barrachas Feidhmitchain 163,275 574,333
Aistria go / (6) Chulchisti Caipitil 4 (16,987) 747,395
Dimheas 9 609,644 446,993
Méadu / (Laghdu) sna Feichitinaithe (734,605) (44,373)
Méadu / (Laghdu) sna Creididnaithe (19,122) (100,700)
(Méadu) / Laghdu sna Stoic (37,021) (189,721)
Brabus ar dhitscairt sécmhainne (10,509)
Insreabhadh Airgid Ghlain 6 Ghniomhaiochtai Feidhmituchain (34,816) 1,423,418
Raiteas Sreabhadh Airgid
Insreabhadh Airgid Thirim Ghlain 6 Ghniomhaiochtai Feidhmitchdin (34,816) 1,423,418
Tocaiochtai chun sécmhainni a ghnéthu 9 (592,657) (856,048)
Féltais diola na sécmhainni 10,890
(Laghdt) / Méadu san airgead tirim (627,473) 578,260
Réiteach an sreabhaidh airgid ghlain do
ghluaiseachtai sna cisti glana
Cisti glana ar an 31¢ Nollaig 1,784,500 2,411,973
Cisti glana ar an 1¢ Eandir 2,411,973 1,833,713
Gluaiseacht sna cisti glana don bhliain (627,473) 578,260
Anailis na n-athraithe sna cisti / (fiachais) glana Airgead ag an mbanc

agus ar laimh

€
Ar an 1% Eandir 2009 2,411,973
Sreabhaidh Airgid Tirim (627,473)
Ar an 31 Nollaig 2009 1,784,500

Déanann Rditeas na bPolasaithe Cuntasajochta agus nétai 1 go 20 cuid des na Réitis Airgeadais seo.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

A\ .\::I\MMLm-\ %@m@

Dr John O’Mahony Dr Patrick F Wallace
Cathaoirleach Stiurthoéir
/(? /@
Dita: 21/04/2010
Ball den mBord
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

70

1. Establishment of National Museum of
Ireland

The National Museum of Ireland was established as
an independent body on 3% May, 2005 under the
provisions of The National Cultural Institutions
Act, 1997 with a Board and a Director (Chief

Executive).

The Board

The Board comprises a chairperson and fifteen

ordinary members.

The principal functions of the Board are:
“To maintain, manage, control, protect, preserve,
record, research and enlarge the collection of museum
heritage objects for the benefit of the public and
to increase and diffuse in and outside the State
knowledge of human life in Ireland, of the natural
history of Ireland and of the relations of Ireland in

these respects with other countries”.

The Director

The functions of the Director, as set out under
Section 29 (3 [a]) of The National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997 are to manage and control
generally the administration and business of the
Museum and perform such other functions as may

be determined by the Board of the Museum.

Funding

The main source of funding for the Museum is by
way of a grant made by the Minister for Arts, Sport
and Tourism under Section 27 of The National
Cultural Institutions Act, 1997. The Museum also
generates revenue from a number of commercial
activities such as retail, photographic rights and
reproductions, catering franchises, fees from
corporate functions and public donations and

sponsorship.



NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS
DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

1. Bund Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann

Bunaiodh Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann mar
chomhlacht neamhspledch ar an 3¢ Bealtaine,
2005 faoi fhoralacha an Achta um Instititidi
Culturtha Néisitinta, 1997 le Bord agus Stitirthoir
(Priomhfheidhmeannach).

An Bord

Cuimsionn an Bord cathaoirleach agus caigear

ghnéthbhall déag.

Siad priomhfheidhmeanna an Bhoird na:
“An bailiichdn de réada oidhreachta an Mhbiisacim
a chothit, a bhainistid, a smachti, a chosaint, a
chaombnil, a thaifeadadh, a thaighid agus a leathni
ar leas an phobail agus eolas faoin saol daonna
in Eirinn, faoi stair an dilra in Eirinn agus faoi
chaidreamb na bEireann ina leith seo le tiortha eile a

mbéadi agus a scaipeadh sa Stdt agus lasmuigh de”.

An Stiurthéir

Siad feidhmeanna an Stidrthéra mar ata leagtha
amach faoi Rannég 29 (3 [a]) den Acht um
Institiiidi Cultirtha Naisiinta, 1997 n4 riarachan
agus gn6 an Mhusaeim a bhainisitt agus a smachtu
go gineardlta agus feidhmeanna eile a d’théadfadh

Bord an Mhusaeim a shonrt a chomhlionadh.

Maoinit

Si priomhfhoinse an mhaoinithe don Mhusaem nd
deontas an Aire Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turaséireachta
faoi Alt 27 den Acht um Instititidi Cultartha
Naistunta, 1997. Gineann an Musaem ioncam freisin
6 roinnt ghniomhaiochtai trachtdla mar na siopai,
cearta fotagrafacha agus macasambhla, saincheadunais
l6nadéireachta, tailli 6 fheidhmeanna

corparédideacha agus deonuithe poibli agus urraiocht.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

2. Shop income and expenditure

Sales

Cost of Sales
Opening Stock
Purchases

Closing Stock

Gross Profit
Salaries and administration
Salaries

Administration costs

Net (Loss) / Profit

2009 2008
€ €

777,891 818,300
568,764 379,043
443,998 524,225
(605,785) (568,764)
406,977 334,504
370,914 483,796
374,493 387318
77837 62,521
452,330 449,839
(81,416) 33,957




NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS

DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

2. Ioncaim siopa agus caiteachais

Diolachain

Cosas na Diolachan
Stoc Oscailte
Ceannachiin

Stoc Dunta

Brabts Comhlan
Tuarastail agus riarachian
Tuarastail

Costais riarachdin

(Caillteanas) / Brabus Glan

2009 2008
€ €

777,891 818,300
568,764 379,043
443,998 524,225
(605,785) (568,764)
406,977 334,504
370,914 483,796
374,493 387318
77837 62,521
452,330 449,839
(81,416) 33,957
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

3.

Income

a) Oireachtas Grant

2009 2008
€ €

Grants from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism
Current purposes 13,891,000 14,387,000
Less: Superannuation contributions repayable (146,510) (63,941)

13,744,490 14,323,059
Capital purposes 1,524,000 4,630,000
Total Grant 15,268,490 18,953,059

b) Corporate Income
Corporate Income represents income generated through the rental of National Museum of Ireland
facilities for corporate functions and conferences and includes income generated from the catering

franchises and the sale of photographic rights and reproductions.

2009 2008
€ €
Corporate Income:
Corporate Hospitality 84,120 61,520
Catering 55,943 82,030
Photographic Rights and Reproductions 15,246 20,864
Guided Tours 5,285 7879
Other Income 16,815 6,546
177,409 178,839

Expenditure:
Salaries 40,239 35,248
Advertising and Marketing 10,439 44,772
Maintenance and Cleaning 4,163 1,875
Consultancy 3,002 6,534
Catering 6,171 10,492
Artefact Purchases 15,000 -
Other Expenses 1,820 8,231

80,834 107,152
Net Income 96,575 71,687




NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS
DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

3. Ioncam

a) Deontas an Oireachtais

2009 2008
€ €

Deontais 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turasoéireachta
Cuspdir reatha 13,891,000 14,387,000
Lidide: Ranniocai aoislitintais le n-aisioc (146,510) (63,941)

13,744,490 14,323,059
Cuspoiri caipitil 1,524,000 4,630,000
Deontas iomlan 15,268,490 18,953,059

b) Ioncam Corparaideach
Baineann Ioncam Corpardideach le ioncam ginte tré chios diseanna Ard-Mhuisaem na hEireann
d’fhéastai corpardideacha agus do comhdhalacha agus cuimsionn sé ioncam ginte 6 na dioldine

lénadéireachta agus 6 dhiolachdn ceart fotagrafach agus macasamhla.

2009 2008
€ €
Ioncam Corparéideach:
Oineach Corpardideach 84,120 61,520
Lénadéireacht 55,943 82,030
Cearta Fotagrafacha agus Macasamhla 15,246 20,864
Turasanna faoi Stitir 5,285 7879
Ioncam Eile 16,815 6,546
177,409 178,839

Caiteachas:
Tuarastail 40,239 35,248
Fograiocht agus Margaiocht 10,439 44,772
Cothabhiil agus Glanadh 4,163 1,875
Sainchombhairle 3,002 6,534
Lénadéireacht 6,171 10,492
Ceannachain Déantin 15,000
Caiteachais Eile 1,820 8,231

80,834 107,152
Ioncam Glan 96,575 71,687
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

4. Capital Account

Balance as at 1* January
Transfer to / (from) Income and Expenditure Account
To fund fixed asset purchases

Amortisation in line with asset depreciation

Balance as at 31*t December

5. Administration Expenditure

Salaries

Advertising — Recruitment
Information Technology
Travel and Subsistence
Board Fees

Boards — Other Expenditure
Consultancy
Administration General
Training

Human Resource Costs
Office Stationery and Supplies
Audit Fees

Internal Audit

Other Expenses
Depreciation Charge

Note

Note

2009 2008

€ €
1,856,049 1,108,654
592,657 1,171,900
(609,644) (424,505)
(16,987) 747,395
1,839,062 1,856,049

2009 2008

€ €
8,657,816 8,418,091
1,461 206,983
473,731 538,937
124,948 198,534
107,931 105,724
6,207 12,459
23,442 251,011
57,938 127,481
106,305 175,995
203,027 219,424
32,567 55,796
15,134 16,100
39,081 91,469
4,207 13,569
609,644 446,993
10,463,439 10,878,566




NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS

DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

4. Cuntas Caipitil

Noéta
Iarmhéid ar an 1* Eanair
Aistri go / (6) Chuntais Ioncaim agus Chaiteachais
Chun ceannachdin bunsécmhainni a mhaoinit

Amuchadh de réir dimheasa sécmhainne

Iarmhéid ar an 31¢ Nollaig

5. Caiteachas Riarachiain

Noéta
Tuarastail
Fograiocht — Earcaiocht
Teicneolaiocht Fhaisnéise
Taisteal agus Cotht
Tailli an Bhoird
Boird- Caiteachas Eile
Sainchombhairel
Riarachan go Ginearélta
Traenail
Costais Acmhainne Daonna
Paipéarachas Oifige agus Sol4thairti
Taill{ Iniuchta
Inidchadh Inmhednach
Caiteachais Eile

Muirear Dimheasa 9

2009 2008

€ €
1,856,049 1,108,654
592,657 1,171,900
(609,644) (424,505)
(16,987) 747,395
1,839,062 1,856,049

2009 2008

€ €
8,657,816 8,418,091
1,461 206,983
473,731 538,937
124,948 198,534
107,931 105,724
6,207 12,459
23,442 251,011
57,938 127,481
106,305 175,995
203,027 219,424
32,567 55,796
15,134 16,100
39,081 91,469
4,207 13,569
609,644 446,993
10,463,439 10,878,566

77



78

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

6. Services Expenditure

Exhibition Support

Marketing and Advertising
Utilities - including Heating, Lighting and Water Charges
Security

Maintenance and Cleaning
Postage and Telecommunications
Education Programmes
Professional Fees

Transport and Haulage

Signage

Photography

Office Equipment and Supplies
Design

7. Collections Expenditure

Investigations/Research
Library

Conservation Works
Academic Publications
Archives/Documentation
Conservation Supplies

Storage

8. Artefacts and Specimens

Artefact Purchases
Finders’ Rewards
Specimens Purchases

Miscellaneous Costs

2009 2008
€ €
132,896 798,376
425,551 788,145
968,559 1,160,508
645,675 708,623
426,326 382,822
182,109 195,540
203,720 203,077
111,302 -
55,102 107,307
985 87,676
92,551 96,740
47,700 71,514
38,918 43,997
3,331,394 4,644,325
2009 2008
€ €
78,239 162,307
224,730 221,584
556,911 693,338
19,182 52,296
396,634 308,859
33,597 44,113
45,521 80,610
1,354,814 1,563,107
2009 2008
€ €
77,236 673,766
19,725 16,729
58,168 40,370
7,787 14,228
162,916 745,093




NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS

DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

6. Caiteachas Seirbhisi

Tacu le Taispedntas

Margaiocht agus Fograiocht

Fontais — le Téamh, Soilsit agus Muirir Uisce san direamh

Sabhailteacht

Cothabhail agus Glanadh
Postas agus Teileachumarsaid
Clair Oideachais

T4illi Gairmidla

Tompar agus Tarld

Combharthu
Grianghrafadéireacht

Trealamh agus Solathairti Oifige
Dearadh

7. Caiteachas Bailiuchan

Imscradaithe / Taighde
Leabharlann

Oibreacha Caomhnaithe
Foilseachdin Acadula
Cartlann / Doiciméadd
Solathairti Caomhnaithe

Stérail

8. Déantain agus Fiseamlairi

Ceannachdin Déantin
Luaiochtai Aimsitheoiri
Ceannachdin Eiseamldiri

Ilchostais

2009 2008
€ €
132,896 798,376
425,551 788,145
968,559 1,160,508
645,675 708,623
426,326 382,822
182,109 195,540
203,720 203,077
111,302 =
55,102 107,307
985 87,676
92,551 96,740
47,700 71,514
38,918 43,997
3,331,394 4,644,325
2009 2008
€ €
78,239 162,307
224,730 221,584
556,911 693,338
19,182 52,296
396,634 308,859
33,597 44,113
45,521 80,610
1,354,814 1,563,107
2009 2008
€ €
77,236 673,766
19,725 16,729
58,168 40,370
7,787 14,228
162,916 745,093
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

9. Fixed Assets

Equipment Information  Furniture Exhibition TOTAL

Technology Assets
COST OR VALUATION € € € € €
As at 1* January 2009 2,837,600 907,984 786,783 2,555,602 7,087,969
Additions 6,615 559,748 - 26,294 592,657
Disposals - - - - -
As at 31* December 2009 2,844,215 1,467,732 786,783 2,581,896 7,680,626
ACCUMULATED DEPRECIATION
As at 1* January 2009 2,387,273 446,607 437,018 1,961,022 5,231,920
Depreciation charge for period 139,783 208,017 50,325 211,519 609,644
Disposals - - - - -
As at 31* December 2009 2,527,056 654,624 487,343 2,172,541 5,841,564
NET BOOK VALUES
As at 31% December 2009 317,159 813,108 299,440 409,355 1,839,062
As at 31* December 2008 450,327 461,377 349,765 594,580 1,856,049

Land and buildings, owned by the state and maintained by the Office of Public Works, are used free of charge
by the National Museum of Ireland.

10. Debtors and Prepayments

2009 2008
€ €
Prepayments 735,461 83,237
Accounts Receivable 109,210 25,090
Employee Schemes (Travel Pass etc.) 18,382 23,310
Shop and Other Debtors 7,808 4,619
870,861 136,256

Included in prepayments above is €645,000 in relation to an operating lease for the Collections Resource
Centre in Swords, Co Dublin. This facility is sublet from the Office of Public Works under a twenty year

operating lease commencing on 1% May 2010.



NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS

DON BHLIAIN GO 31° NOLLAIG 2009

9. Bunsécmhainni

Trealamh Teicneolaiocht  Troscin Sécmhainni IOMLAN
Fhaisnéise Taispeantais

COSTAS NO LUACHAIL € € € € €
Ar an 1° Eanair 2009 2,837,600 907,984 786,783 2,555,602 7,087,969
Breiseanna 6,615 559,748 - 26,294 592,657
Diuscairti - - - -
Ar an 31¢ Nollaig 2009 2,844,215 1,467,732 786,783 2,581,896 7,680,626
DIMHEAS CARNAITHE
Ar an 1° Eanair 2009 2,387,273 446,607 437,018 1,961,022 5,231,920
Muirear dimheasa don tréimhse 139,783 208,017 50,325 211,519 609,644
Ditscairti - - - -
Ar an 31% Nollaig 2009 2,527,056 654,624 487,343 2,172,541 5,841,564
LUACHANNA GLANA DE REIR NA LEABHAR
Ar an 31¢ Nollaig 2009 317,159 813,108 299,440 409,355 1,839,062
Ar an 31% Nollaig 2008 450,327 461,377 349,765 594,580 1,856,049

Baineann Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann tiséid saor in aisce as an talamh agus as na foirgnimh até i sheilbh an

Stdit agus a chothaionn Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli.

10. Féichitnaithe agus Réamhiocaiochtai

Réamhiocaiochtai
Cuntais Infhala
Scéim Fostai (Pas Taistil srl.)

Siopa agus Féichiunaithe Eile

2009 2008
€ €
735,461 83,237
109,210 25,090
18,382 23,310
7,808 4,619
870,861 136,256

Ta €645,000 cuimsithe sna réamhiocaiochtai thuasluaite maidir le 1éas oibriichdin don Lirionad Acmhainne

Bailitichan i Sord, Co. Atha Cliath. T4 an s seo foilgthe ¢ Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli faoi léas oibritichain

fiche bliain ag tosu ar an 1 Bealtaine 2010.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2009

11. Creditors: Amounts falling due within 1 year

2009 2008
€ €

Trade Creditors 2,884 92,582
Accruals 273,032 412,931
Professional Services Withholding Tax 29,042 70,569
VAT 30,430 33,634
Payroll Deductions:
Employee Superannuation Contributions 792,432 559,922
PAYE/PRSI 183,096 195,265
Other 35,225 360

1,346,141 1,365,263

The Department of Finance has yet to decide on how employee superannuation contributions deducted from
employees should be dealt with. Pending this decision the contributions are being retained by NMI and are
included in Cash at Bank.

12. Commitments
NMI has commitments of €645,000 payable within the next twelve months for the Collections Resource
Centre in Swords, Co Dublin. This facility is sublet from the Office of Public Works under a twenty year

operating lease commencing on 1t May 2010.

13. Salaries

a) Employee Costs

2009 2008
€ €
Salaries - Curatorial & Administration 8,657,816 8,418,091
Salaries - Museum Shop 374,493 387,318
Salaries - Corporate Services 40,239 35,248
9,072,548 8,840,657

Total number of staff employed by the National Museum of Ireland as at 31* December 2009 was 186
(2008: 210) of which 2 (2008:2) employees are on secondment from the Department of Arts, Sport

and Tourism.

€373,054 of pension levy has been deducted and paid over to the Department of Arts, Sport and

Tourism.

b) Director’s Remuneration
The annual basic salary of the Director of NMI for 2009 amounts to €114,336. The superannuation
entitlements of the Director do not extend beyond the standard entitlements of the public sector

defined benefit superannuation scheme.



NOTAI AG BAINT LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS
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11. Creidiunaithe: Méideanna ag éiri dlite laistigh de bhliain amhain

2009 2008
€ €

Creiditinaithe Trachtala 2,884 92,582
Meéideanna Faibhrithe 273,032 412,931
Céin Shiarchoinneélach i leith Seirbhisi Proifisiinta 29,042 70,569
Ciin Bhreisluacha (VAT) 30,430 33,634
Asbhainti Parolla:
Ranniocai Aoisliintais Fostai 792,432 559,922
foc mar a Thuillir (PAYE) / PRSI 183,096 195,265
Eile 35,225 360

1,346,141 1,365,263

T4 an Roinn Airgeadais f6s le socri conas ba chéir ranniocai aoisliuntais fostai a n-asbhaintear 6 thostaithe a
ldimhsedil. Fad a bheidh an cinneadh seo ar feitheamh t4 Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann ag coinneél na ranniocai

agus cuimsitear iad san Airgead Glan ag an mBanc.

12. Oibleagaidi
T4 oibleagaidi de €645,000 ag Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann le n-ioc laistigh den d4 mhi déag ag teacht as an
Léarionad Acmhainne Bailitichén i Sord, Co. Atha Cliath. T4 an 4is seo foilgthe 6 Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli

faoi léas oibritichdin fiche b liain ag tost ar an 1¢ Bealtaine 2010.

13. Tuarastail
a) Costais Fhostai

2009 2008
€ €
Tuarastail — Feighlithe & Riarachdin 8,657,816 8,418,091
Tuarastail - Siopa an Mhusaeim 374,493 387,318
Tuarastail — Seirbhisi Corpardideacha 40,239 35,248
9,072,548 8,840,657

B¢ lion ioml4n na foirne fostaithe ag Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann ar an 31¢ Nollaig 2009 n4 186

(2008:210) agus diobh sin ta 2 (2008:2) thostai ar iasacht 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turasoireachta.

Asbhaineadh €373,054 de thobhach pinsin agus focadh é leis an Roinn Ealaion, Spéirt agus

Turaséireachta.

b) Luach saothair an Stitirth6ra
Sé bunthuarastal bliantutil Stiurthéir Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann do 2009 n4 €114,336. Ni leathnaionn
teidliochtai aoislitintas an Stitrthéra thar teidliochtai caighdednacha scéime aoislitntais sochar

sainmhinithe na hearnéile poibli.
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14. Superannuation

a) Analysis of total pension costs charged to Expenditure

2009 2008
€ €
Current Service cost 1,700,000 1,500,000
Interest on Pension Scheme Liabilities 1,300,000 1,100,000
Employee Contributions (232,510) (218,941)
2,767490 2,381,059
b) Movement in Net Pension Liability during the financial year
2009 2008
€ €
Net Pension Liability at 1* January (23,300,000) (20,300,000)
Current Service Cost (1,700,000) (1,500,000)
Interest Costs (1,300,000) (1,100,000)
Actuarial gain/(loss) (1,186,000) (555,000)
Pensions paid in the year 86,000 155,000
Net Pension Liability at 31t December (27,400,000) (23,300,000)

¢) Deferred Funding Asset for Pensions
NMI recognises these amounts as an asset corresponding to the unfunded deferred liability for
pensions on the basis of a number of past events. These events include the statutory basis for the
establishment of the pension scheme, and the policy and practice in relation to funding public
service pensions including contributions by employees and the annual estimates process. NMI has
no evidence that this funding policy will not continue to meet such sums in accordance with current
practice.

The Net Deferred Funding for Pensions recognised in Income and Expenditure Account was as

follows:
2009 2008
€ €
Funding recoverable in respect of current year pension costs 3,000,000 2,600,000
State Grant applied to pay pensioners (86,000) (155,000)
2,914,000 2,445,000

The deferred funding asset for pensions as at 31 December 2009 amounted to €27,400,000
(2008: €23,300,000).

d) History of defined benefit obligations

2009 2008 2007 2006
€ € € €
Defined benefit obligations 27,400,000 23,300,000 20,300,000 17,012,000
Experience (gains) / losses
on Scheme Liabilities amount (1,300,000) 555,000 938,000 (2,946,000)
Percentage of Scheme Liabilities 5% 2% 5% 17%

The cumulative actuarial loss recognised in the Statement of Total Recognised Losses amounts to €972,000.
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14. Aoisliuntas

a) Anailis na gcostas pinsin iomldna curtha de mhuirear an an gCaiteachas

2009 2008
€ €
Costas Seirbhise reatha 1,700,000 1,500,000
Us ar Dhliteanais Scéime Pinsin 1,300,000 1,100,000
Ranniocai Fhostai (232,510) (218,941)
2,767490 2,381,059
b) Gluaiseacht i nDliteanas Phinsin Ghlain i rith na bliana airgeadais
2009 2008
€ €
Dliteanas Phinsin Ghlain ar an 1% Eandir (23,300,000) (20,300,000)
Costas Seirbhise Reatha (1,700,000) (1,500,000)
Costais Uis (1,300,000) (1,100,000)
Sochar / (caillteanas) achttireach (1,186,000) (555,000)
Pinsin foctha i rith na bliana 86,000 155,000
Dliteanas Pinsin Glan ar an 31% Nollaig (27,400,000) (23,300,000)

¢) Sécmhainn Mhaoinithe Iarchurtha do Phinsin
Aithnionn Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann na méadanna seo mar shécmhainn ar chomhréir leis an
dliteanas iarchurtha neamhmhaoinithe do phinsin ar bhonn roinnt imeachtai caite. Cuimsionn na
himeachtai seo an bonn reachtuil do bhunt na scéime pinsin, agus an polasai agus an cleachtas maidir
le maoiniu pinsean seirbhise poibli le ranniocai na bhfostaithe agus le prdiseas blianttil na meastachin
san direamh. Ni fios d’Ard-Mhuisaem na hEireann nach leanfaidh an polasai maoinithe seo ar aghaidh
ag baint amach a leithéid de suimeanna seo de réir an chleachtais reatha.

B’é an Maoinid Glan Iarchurtha do Phinsin aitheanta sa Chuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais mar a

leanas:
2009 2008
€ €
Maoinit inghnoéthaithe i leith costas pinsin na bliana reatha 3,000,000 2,600,000
Deontas an Stéit curtha i bhfeidhm chun ioc le pinsinéiri (86,000) (155,000)
2,914,000 2,445,000

B’i an tsécmhainn mhaoinithe iarchurtha do phinsin ar an 31¢ Nollaig 2009 san iomldn n4 €27,400,000
(2008: €23,300,000).

d) Stair na n-oibleagaidi sochair sainmhinithe

2009 2008 2007 2006
€ € € €
Oibleagéidi sochair sainmhinithe 27,400,000 23,300,000 20,300,000 17,012,000
(Sochair) / Caillteanais a thit amach ar
Dhliteanais Scéime - méid (1,300,000) 555,000 938,000  (2,946,000)
Céatadén na nDliteanas Scéime 5% 2% 5% 17%

Sé an caillteanas achtuire carnach aitheanta sa Rditeas faoi Chaillteanais [omldin Aitheanta san iomlidn na
€972,000.
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e) General Description of the Scheme
The pension scheme is a defined benefit final salary pension arrangement with benefits and
contributions defined by reference to current “model” public sector scheme regulations. The scheme
provides a pension (eightieths per year of service), a gratuity or lump sum (three eightieths per year
of service) and spouse’s and children’s pensions. Normal Retirement Age is a member’s 65% birthday,
and pre 2004 members have an entitlement to retire without actuarial reduction from age 60. Pensions
in payment (and deferment) normally increase in line with general public sector salary inflation.
Pension benefits in respect of staff who retired prior to establishment date of 3* May, 2005 continue
to be paid from the vote for Superannuation and Retired Allowances.
Pension benefits in respect of staff who retired after the establishment date are, in accordance with the
National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997, payable by the National Museum of Ireland. These costs are
provided for in these financial statements.
The valuation used for FRS17 (Revised) disclosures has been based on a full actuarial valuation 18
January 2010 by a qualified independent actuary taking account of the requirements of the FRS in
order to assess the scheme liabilities at 31 December 2009.

The principal actuarial assumptions were as follows:

2009 2008

€ €
Rate of increase in salaries 4.0% 4.0%
Rate of increase in pensions in payment 4.0% 4.0%
Discount Rate 5.5% 5.5%
Inflation Rate 2.0% 2.0%

The mortality basis adopted allows for improvements in life expectancy over time. The table below

shows the life expectancy for members attaining age 65 in 2009, 2029 and 2049.

2009 2029 2049
Year of attaining age 65
Life expectancy — male 22 22 22
Life expectancy - female 25 25 25

f) Revised FRS17 Disclosures
The information on pensions has been presented in line with new disclosure requirements required

from 2008 under an amendment to FRS 17.

15. Premises

The Commissioners of Public Works are responsible for the provision of services for the construction and
maintenance of the buildings occupied by the Museum. The costs involved are met from the Vote for the
Office of Public Works. The Office of Public Works does not charge rent for the use of these buildings, except
for the Collections Resource Centre in Swords, Co Dublin. (See Note 12)

16. Board Members - Disclosure of Transactions
The National Museum of Ireland has adopted procedures in accordance with guidelines issued by the
Department of Finance in relation to the disclosure of interests by Board Members, which have been adhered

to during the period.
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e) Cur sios ginearalta ar an Scéim
Is socrt sochair shainmhinithe tuarastail deireanaigh { an scéim phinsin le sochair agus ranniocai
sainmhinithe de réir rialacha reatha “mhunla” na hearndile poibli. Soldthraionn an scéim pinsean (80"
codanna in aghaidh gach bliana seirbhise), aisce né cnapshuim (tri 80¢ cuid in aghaidh gach bliana
seirbhise) agus pinsin do chéili agus leanai. Si an Ghnathaois Scortha na 65¢ breithla bhall, agus ta
baill roimh 2004 i dteideal scor a ghlacadh gan laghdu achtuireach 6 aois 60 ar aghaidh. Méadaionn
pinsin faoi {oc (agus iarchurtha) de réir bhoilscithe ghinearalta tuarastail na hearnaile poibli.
Leantar ar aghaidh ag foc sochar pinsin maidir le fostaithe a ghlac scor roimh an déta bunaithe den 3¢
Bealtaine 2005 6n vo6ta dos na hAoislitintais agus na Lidntais Scoir.
Ta sochair phinsin maidir le fostaithe a ghabh scor taréis an déta bunaithe inioctha ag Ard-Mhusaem
na hEireann de réir an Achta um Instititidi Cultdrtha Néisitinta, 1997. T4 for4il sna Réitis Airgeadais
seo dos na costais seo.
T4 an luachd a baineadh uséid as dos na nochtaidh FRS17 (Athcheartaithe) bunaithe ar luachd
achtuireach iomldn 18% Eandir 2010 ag achtuire neamhspleach céilithe, ag cur riachtanais an FRS17
san direamh chun dliteanais na scéime ar an 31¢ Nollaig 2009 a mheastinu.

Bhi na priomhthoimhdeana achtuireacha mar a leanas:

2009 2008

€ €
Rétd Méadaithe na dtuarastal 4.0% 4.0%
Rata Méadaithe na bpinsean faoi foc 4.0% 4.0%
Réta Boilscithe 5.5% 5.5%
Rata Lascaine 2.0% 2.0%

Cuireann an bonn mortlajochta glactha feabhstchdin san ionchas saoil de réir a chéile san direamh.

Taispednann an tabla thios an ionchas saoil do bhaill ag éiri 65 bliana d’aois 1 2009, 2029 agus 2049.

2009 2029 2049
An bhliain ina sroichtear aois 65
Ionchas saoil - fireann 22 22 22
Tonchas saoil — baineann 25 25 25

f) Nochtaidh FRS17 athcheartaithe
T4 an t-eolas faoi phinsin tiolactha de réir riachtanas nua nochtaidh gur gi leo 6 2008 ar aghaidh faoi
least ar FRS17.

15. Aitreabh

T4 Coimisinéiri na nOibreacha Poibli freagrach as solathar seirbhisi do thogéil agus do chothabhdil na
bhfoirgneamh ina bhfuil an Mdsaem lonnaithe. Comhliontar na costais chui 6n Véta d’Oifig na Oibreacha
Poibli. Ni chuireann Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli aon chios de mhuirear as ucht tsdide na bhfoirgneamh seo
ach amhéin an Larionad Acmhainne Bailitichdn i Sord, Co. Atha Cliath. (Féach Néta 12).

16. Baill an Bhoird - Nochtadh na nldirbheart
Ghlac Ard-Mhisaem na hEireann le nésanna imeachta de réir na dtreoirlinte a d’eisigh an Roinn Airgeadais

maidir le nochtadh leasanna tri Bhaill an Bhoird, agus cloiodh leo i rith na tréimhse seo.
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17. Collections

a) The existing National Collections were not vested in the Board on establishment day. The Board is
of the view that valuing these collections or determining their original cost is impractical and would
not, in any event, yield information that is relevant or useful in assessing its stewardship of the
Collections. In the circumstances the Board has not treated Collections as assets in these financial
statements. While the cost and value of acquisitions made after establishment day are known, the
Board believes that to treat such acquisitions as assets in the financial statements would result in an
inconsistent treatment of the National Collections as a whole and would result in the Balance Sheet
giving a misleading view of the cost or value of the Collections which are under its control.

b) In 2009 the Museum availed of Section 1003 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (as amended by
the Finance Act 2002) to acquire a letter written by Patrick Pearse at Kilmainham Gaol on May 2nd,
1916 to General Maxwell, the General Commanding the British Forces in Ireland. Had the letter been
purchased by the Museum in its own right there would have been a substantial cost to the Museum
under the heading of Artefact purchases. Revenue Commissioners determined a market valuation of
€206,762.

18. Contingencies and Legal Actions
a) In 2007 a stairwell collapsed in the administration area of the Natural History Museum, Merrion
Street, a building which is owned and managed by OPW. This accident resulted in a number of
visitors being injured. Subsequently claims for personal injury have been filed against a number of
parties including NMI. The claims received were referred to the State Claims Agency for management
of the claims, these cases are ongoing. No provision has been made in these financial statements for
these cases.
b) Three pay claims have been referred to the Labour Court where no agreement was reached.
i) Under claim one, the Labour Court recommended that an independent assessor be appointed to
carry out an evaluation of components of the claim.
i)) Under claim two, NMI has received notice that, subject to acceptance of the draft Public Service
Pay Policy agreement, the position in regard to the Labour Court recommendation affecting the
Head and Senior Attendants and similar adjudication findings will be reviewed in spring 2011, in
accordance with the provisions of the draft agreement.
iii) Under claim three, the Labour Court recommended that the union involved make a submission
to NMI, outlining their proposal and if no agreement is reached following a six week negotiation

period, a buy-out package be considered.

19. Comparative figures

Certain of the prior years’ figures have been reclassified to conform to the current year’s presentation.

20. Approval of Financial Statements
The Board approved the financial statements on 21 April 2010.
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17. Bailidchain

a)

b)

Nior dilsiodh an Bailichdin Ndisitinta atd ann sa Bhord ar 14 a bhunaithe. Sé tuairim an Bhoird

né go bhfuil luachéil na mbailitichdn seo nd sonrd a geostas bunaidh go neamhphraiticidil agus ar
aon nds ni sholathrédh sé seo aon eolas a bheadh iomchui na usdideach agus a mhaoirseacht ar na
Bailitichdin a mheastint. Sna himthosca sin nior lamhsaigh an Bord na Bailitchdin mar sécmhainni
sna raitis airgeadais seo. Cé go bhfuil eolas faoin gcostas agus luach na n-éadélacha a fuarthas i ndiadh
14 an bhunaithe, creideann an Bord go dtiocfadh ldimhseél contrirtha na mBailidchdn Ndisiunta ina
iomldine 6 ldimhsedl na n-éadélacha den chineél seo mar sécmhainni sna ritis airgeadais agus go
dtabharfadh an Clar Comhardaithe 1éargas mithreorach ar chostas né luach na mBailiuchdn até faoina
smacht.

Sa bhliain 2009 bhain an Musaem usdid as Ranndg 1003 den Acht Comhdldite Cdnacha 1997 (arna
least ag an Acht Airgeadais 2002) chun litir a fhéil a scriobh Pidraig Mac Piarais i bPriosun Cill
Mhaighneann ar an 2¢ Bealtaine, 1916 chuig an Gineardl Maxwell, an Ginearél i gCeannas ar Fhorsai
na Breataine in Eirinn. D4 mba rud é gur cheannaigh an Mtsaem an litir as a stuaim féin bheadh
costas substaintitil ag an Musaem faoin dteideal ceannachdn Déantdn. Shocraigh na Coimisinéiri
Ioncaim ar luachdil margaidh de €206,762.

18. Teagmbhais agus Caingne DIi

a)

b)

Sa bhliain 2007 thit staighre go talamh i ldthair riarachdin Mhusaem Stair an Dulra, Srdid Mhuirfean,

foirgneamh i sheilbh agus i mbainistiocht Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli. De bharr an timpiste seo

gortaiodh roinnt cuairteoir. D4 éis sin comhdadh éilimh de bharr diobhdil phearsanta i gcoinne

roinnt phairti le Ard-mhusaem na hEireann san 4direamh. Cuireadh na héilimh faighte faoi bhraid na

Gniomhaireachta um Eilimh ar an Stét do bhainistiti na n-éileamh seo; ta na cdsanna seo leantnach.

Nior deineadh aon fhordil sna rditis airgeadais seo dos na cdsanna seo.

Cuireadh tri éileamh phé faoi bhréid na Cuirte Oibreachais, 4it ndr thdngthas ar réiteach.

i) Faoi éileamh a h-aon, mhol an Chuirt meastinéir neamhspledch a cheapadh chun
comhphdirteanna an éilimh a luachéil.

if) Faoi éileamh a d6, fuair Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann fogra go ndéanfar athbhreithnit in earrach
2011 ar an staid i dtaobh molta na Cuirte Oibreachais maidir leis an bhPriomhfhreastalai agus
na Freastalaithe Sinsearacha agus ar chinnti feidhmeachta dd samhail, faoi réir ghlacadh leis an
dhréachtaontti ar Pholasai Pha na Seirbhise Poibli, de réir fordlacha an dhréachtaontaithe.

iii) Faoi éileamh a tri, mhol an Chuirt Oibreachais go ndéanfadh an ceardchumainn i gceist
aighneacht d’Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann ag leagadh amach a mbeart agus muna dtagtar ar réiteach

taréis tréimhse caibidliochta de sé sheachtain, pacdiste ceannach amach a bhreithnid.

19. Figitiri comparaideacha

Athrangaiodh roinnt d’fhigitiri na mblianta atd imithe chun bheith i gcomhréir le léiriti na bliana reatha.

20. Ceadu na Raiteas Airgeadais
Cheadaigh an Bord na Raitis Airgeadais ar an 21% Aibredn 2010.
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Is E AR GCUSPOIR:

SAMPLAf D’OIDHREACHT INIOMPARTHA ABHARACH NA EIREANN
AGUS STAIR A DULRA A BHAILIU, A CHAOMHNU, A CHUR CHUN
CINN AGUS A CHUR AR TAISPEAINT.

NA BAILIUCHAIN A LEIRMHINIU AGUS A CHUR CHUN CINN AGUS
ROCHTAIN A BHEITH AG LUCHT FEACHANA ORTHU IN EIRINN

AGUS THAR LEAR.

A BHEITH MAR AN GUTH UDARASACH AR NA GNEITHE ABHARTHA
D’OIDHREACHT, DE CHULTUR AGUS DE STAIR DHULRA NA

HEIREANN.

AN PRIOMHROL A CHOINNEAIL O THAOBH OIDEACHAIS, TAIGHDE
AGUS SCOLAIREACHTA A BHAINEANN LEIS NA BAILIUCHAIN AGUS
LENA GCOMHTHEACSANNA.






