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Ropa basadora ar baineadh usaid as i bPriosin Mhuinseo go dti na 1950idi
Executioner’s rope used in Mountjoy Prison until the 1950s

PIONOIS IN
EIRINN |
GCAITHEAMH
REIMEAS
VICTORIA

Ag tus réimeas na Banriona Victoria (1837-1901),
bhi amhras a leiriu faoi na modhanna pionosaithe
a bhi a gcur i bhfeidhm ar phriosunaigh
chiontaithe agus faoi na fathanna a bhi leo.

Abhar déistine don phobal i gcoitinne a bhi sa
chrochadh poibli agus san uirisliu a dheantai

go poibli ar choirpigh a raibh mionchoireanna
déanta acu. Thart ar an am céanna, bhi dearcadh
nua ag teacht chun cinn maidir le hathchaoiriu
coiriuil, agus bhi bru ar an stat athmhachnamh a
dhéanamh ar an doigh a raibh sé ag caitheamh le
daoranaigh.

Leis an bhfealsunacht ur, thainig deireadh le
haistriu daoranach go dti an Astrail agus leis an
gcrochadh poibli sa Riocht Aontaithe. Taobh thiar
de bhallai phriosuin na hEireann, afach, leanadh
ar aghaidh le basu prionsunach agus le pionds

an bhais a chur i bhfeidhm. Ritheadh achtanna
Parlaiminte in 1842 agus in 1861 a laghdaigh go
mor lion na gcoireanna a raibh pionds an bhais
ag dul leo, ach bhi daocine a bhi ciontaithe i gcionta
bais go foill a gcrochadh. Is in 1961 a cuireadh
duine chun bais den uair dheireanach ar oilean na
hEireann.

Ba eagsuil déine na bpionds corpartha ag brath
ar chineal an mhi-iompair ag an bpriosunach.
Socraiodh Rialacha Ginearalta Priosuin in 1882.
Chuir siad sios ar an gcineal pionois chorpartha
a ghearrfai ar phriosunaigh lanfhasta agus ar
oganaigh a chuaigh i mbun drochiompair a fhad
agus a bhi siad sa phriosun.

PUNISHMENT
IN VICTORIAN
IRELAND

At the dawn of the reign of Queen Victoria
1837-1901) the entire method and purpose of
ounishing convicted prisoners was beginning to
ne guestioned. Widespread revulsion of public
nangings and public humiliation of petty criminals
coincided with new thinking on criminal reform
which together forced the state to review its
treatment of convicts.
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Cuid den bharantas basaithe do Patrick Kilkenny, 1865
Section of execution warrant for Patrick Kilkenny, 1865

Saighead leathan ar mhuga priosuin a bhiodh in usaid ag
imtheorannaithe Eireannacha, Carcair Reading, 1916

Broad arrow on prison mug used by Irish internees,
Reading Gaol, 1916

The new philosophy brought the end of convict
transportation to Australia and the end of public
hangings in the United Kingdom. However, within
the walls of Ireland’s prisons, the execution and
corporal punishment of prisoners continued. Acts
of Parliament in 1842 and 1861 greatly decreased
the number of offences that carried the death
penalty but people convicted of capital offences
continued to be hanged. The last execution on the
Island of Ireland took place in 1961.

Corporal punishment varied in severity according
to the prisoner’'s misbehaviour. General

Prison Rules drawn up in 1882 outlined the
circumstances under which corporal punishment
was apportioned to adult and juvenile prisoners
who misbehaved In prison.



